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[p ez i 4%] | met with two staff members, Katerina Y. Kulagina and Jennifer Mabher,
to discuss two specific concerns, the Semester in Washington Program designed
jointly by our OIC and staff at Georgetown, and a complaint by an exchange student
from Georgetown, Gary Kar-Chuen Chow, respectively. Ms. Kulagina explained
Georgetown’s understanding of the Semester in Washington Program and how it was
to be run: it would be open to students from any university around the world, and the
schedule was at the discretion of Georgetown. Ms. Maher re-iterated the nature of Mr.

Chow’s complaints: the grading by his Chinese language instructor was arbitrary, and



the general academic quality of the other courses he took did not meet his
expectations, especially due to instructors’ over-reliance on textbook content.

[« ##] The Semester in Washington Program sounds quite impressive, and | expect it
will offer a high-quality academic experience for students whose language skills and
level of intellectual engagement are sufficient to benefit from it. Further complaints
from Georgetown students who study at NCCU could result in Georgetown
reconsidering our exchange relationship.
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® University of Richmond
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[P ez i 4%] | met with Michele Cox, Director of Study Abroad; Wei Kuang,
International Peer Mentor; David Kitchen, Associate Dean, Strategic Planning and
Summer Programs, School of Continuing Studies; Hwee-Ling Kwan, NCCU Visiting
Chinese language instructor and Ellen Ying-Ju Lo, NCCU exchange student; Dr. Joe
Hoff, Assoc. Dean of International Education; Dr. Tze Loo, Professor of History, and
Prof. Yvonne Howell, Chair of Modern Literatures & Cultures Department; Dr. Ray
Hilliard, Professor of English; Dr. Terry Price, Professor of Leadership Studies; Dr.
Vincent Wang, Professor of Political Science; and Chamberlain Hill, a U. of R.
student who is coming to NCCU next semester. All of the meetings were very positive;
the University of Richmond is clearly very interested in expanding ties with NCCU.



Their Office of International Education is extremely active and efficient, and its new
Carole Weinstein International Center is beautifully designed and a center of activity
for international students. The faculty | met were enthusiastic and intellectually
committed. The campus is attractive and immaculately maintained.

[« 7] Overall, the University of Richmond is extremely impressive, both physically
and academically; expanding ties with this university would surely be in the best
interests of NCCU students. Specifically, U.R. seems interested in initiating joint
research projects between U.R. and NCCU faculty, and in increasing the number of
exchange students between our schools. They were most impressed with the number
of English-taught courses NCCU offers, and expressed the possibility that U.R.
students could use NCCU courses as required credit-hours for various major at U.R.
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® College of William and Mary
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[P 0% & 4%] | met with Sylvia Mitterndorfer, Director of Global Education, to
discuss the possibility of renewing NCCU’s exchange relationship with William and
Mary. Due to the fact that the Chinese-language instructors at William and Mary are
from mainland China, they tend to recommend mainland institutions to their students
considering studying abroad. Therefore, there is no demand on the part of William and
Mary students for the college to maintain an exchange relationship with a Taiwan
university. Of separate interest is the Chinese Language House at William and Mary,
where the language of everyday life is Mandarin.

[« ##] There is no point to further efforts to renew an exchange relationship unless
we can develop a demand for it among William and Mary students. Given the high
quality of William and Mary and the excellent impressions of NCCU on the part of
past William and Mary students who have studied at NCCU, an exchange relationship
seems promising, but currently there is no demand for one. We should decide whether
it is worth the effort to develop such a demand or focus our efforts elsewhere.
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