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The 2011 World SME Summit, organized by The Hong Kong General Chamber of Small and Medium Business, was held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre on December 1, 2011. Dr. Robert Sun-Quae Lai, Director General of Small and Medium Enterprise Administration, Ministry of Economic Affairs and Chair of APEC SMEWG, was invited to deliver a speech to share Taiwan’s successful SME development experience.
The Summit, supported by the Hong Kong Trade Development Council, and the Chinese Manufacturers' Association of Hong Kong, focused on the theme: “Joining Hands to Explore the Emerging Market”. Mr. Gregory So, JP, Secretary for the Commerce and Economic Development, Hong Kong SAR government, was invited to give the opening remarks. Speakers from Hong Kong, India, Chile, United Kingdom, Turkey, and Taiwan were invited to share their experience and to discuss how SMEs deal with the global economic difficulties and explore business opportunities in the emerging market. Moderated by Dr. David Wong, JP, President of Chinese Manufacturers' Association of Hong Kong, the summit attracted more than 300 participants from the industries, government agencies, and research institutes.
According to the 2011 World Competition Report by IMD, the operation management efficiency of SMEs in Taiwan ranks 3rd all over the world, only after German and Austria. Dr. Robert Sun-Quae Lai, Director General of Small and Medium Enterprise Administration, Ministry of Economic Affairs, was also recommended by representatives of 21 APEC member economies to serve as the chairman of APEC SMEWG from 2011 to 2012. Therefore, the organizer especially invited Director General Lai to share the successful stories of Taiwan’s SMEs. 
During his speech, Director General Lai not only addressed Taiwan government guidance measures to SMEs, but also analyzed the economic disequilibrium under globalization, business opportunities in the emerging market, and possible collaborations between Hong Kong and Taiwan. Followed by a Q & A session, the summit received a lot of positive feedback from the audience.
To enhance the cooperation between Hong Kong and Taiwan, the organizer, the Hong Kong General Chamber of Small and Medium Business, will also work with the Far East Trade Services Inc., Hong Kong Branch Office to organize a trade mission to participate in the “2011 ECFA Business Matching Seminar” in Taipei on December 14, 2011.
