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LEGAL METROLOGY FORUM


2011 The Current Development in Chinese Taipei

I. Weights and Measures Legislation

Several metrology-related regulations, technical specifications and standards have been amended and enacted since last forum meeting. These revisions were made to ensure that the legal metrology structure in Chinese Taipei meets the requirements of consumers, businesses, and the social developing, and, harmonizes with the international trends.

The key points of legislation are as follows:

1.Business Operation Licensing and Administration Regulation of Measuring Instrument Enterprises
It has been revised five times since the regulation was promulgated and enacted on August 28, 1987. The latest revision was made on May 5, 2011, and was enacted on the same day. The new revision requires the applicants who apply for manufacturing or repairing license shall submit a plan for measurement standards calibration and traceability.
2. Regulation Governing Self-verification Conducted by Measuring Instrument Enterprises
It has been revised twice since the regulation was promulgated and enacted on August 6, 2003. The latest revision was made on April 12, 2011, and was enacted on the same day. The revision focused on the qualification of laboratory director and verification technicians due to the Regulations Governing Management of Metrological Technical Personnel was amended in last year. According to the new regulation, the laboratory director and verification technician are required to pass Class A metrological technical personnel examination and Class B metrological technical personnel examination, respectively. However, only the Class B metrological technical personnel examination has been held 3 times since last year, and the examination for Class A metrological technical personnel is most likely to be held in 2014, according to the Regulation Governing Management of Metrological Technical Personnel. Under these circumstances, the enterprise conducting self-verification is not able to recruit enough qualified technicians to meet the requirements. Therefore, sunset clauses are needed to Regulation Governing Self-verification Conducted by Measuring Instrument Enterprises. December 31, 2011 and December 31, 2015 will be the deadline for the enterprise to get enough qualified technicians for verification technician and laboratory director, respectively.

Moreover, some minor changes was made in the latest revision, such as those clauses on the discipline apply to Measuring Instrument Enterprises violating the regulation.

3. Regulation Governing Commissioned Metrological Activities
The requirements of laboratory director and verification technicians for commissioned laboratories are same as those of for measuring instrument enterprises who conducted self-verification. Therefore, a revision was made to meet the new requirements. Again, sunset clauses are needed to Regulations Governing Self-verification Conducted by Measuring Instrument Enterprises. December 31, 2011 and December 31, 2015 will be the deadline for the commissioned laboratories to get enough qualified technicians for verification technician and laboratory director, respectively.
4. Prepackaged Goods:
Two regulations or specifications have been revised since last forum. The first one is Regulations Governing Management of Prepackaged Product. The latest amendment included the provisions on management measures, the definition of market sampling, the timing of market sampling, the site of market sampling, and double size prepackaged products being sampled and kept under sealed at sampling site. Meanwhile, the time span was shortened to apply re-test and the provisions on re-test’s requirements.

The second one was the Technical Specification for the Net Quantity of Prepackaged Products. The latest amendment mainly focused on the definition of Insufficient Prepackage of market sampling, the testing procedure of market sampling, and the criteria of test result for market sampling.

II. Legal metrology Affairs

1.Examinations for metrological technical personnel were held in June and September 2011.
2.The e-learning website (http://metrology.bsmi.gov.tw/), set up by BSMI and providing relating metrology knowledge, was updated in October 2011. The newly updating included a three-hour online course of control charts.
3.Three sessions of training are scheduled to take place in 2011. The training programs focus on the metrology skills of proficiency testing, laboratory audit and verification on prepackaged products.
III. Other Activity

To celebrate the World Metrology Day, Chinese Taipei organized a series of activities on the impact of metrology to the society and industry during the week of May 16-20. Among them, there was a seminar: the method and standards of radiation protection. Meanwhile, in view of the nuclear crisis caused by the nuclear power plant located in Fukojima, Japan, explosive accident, the seminar particularly focused on how to evaluate the effect to human body caused by the radioactive material such as cobalt, iodine and plutonium in atmosphere via the sampling from air. Another three more seminars on chemistry field were given in May 19-20. There were on International Metrology Development Trend- Measurement in Chemistry, Chemistry Measurements for our life, our future, and the Technical Development Trend of Measurement Standards of Human Hormone respectively.
IV. Future Plan

1. The scope of prepackages subject to legal control will be announced before the end of this year.

2. Due to the developments of advanced electricity meters, the specification of verification and inspection for electricity meters is to be amended to meet the requirement from the users and manufacturers.

3. With the developments of electric car in domestic, fair trade for the battery-recharge service shall be ensure by developing a new technical specification of verification and inspection for conductive charging system meters.
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