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      Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum

2011 Report

Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of Future Training Programs with a Survey
After the third workshop “APLMF/APEC Workshop on Metrology in Food Safety and Agricultural Products” in Vietnam in 2009, the chairperson looked for a possibility of a future training program funded by the host economy.
To know member economies’ needs, the secretariat sent a “Survey on a Training Program for Grain Moisture Measurement” to the member economies on 9 June 2011. As of 31 August 2011, the secretariat and the WG received three replies to the survey (Table 1). As a result, there are no economies proposed hosting a training program. Two economies however showed a strong concern to continue training programs in this field. In addition, one economy mentioned information about the expression of uncertainty and OIML activities as a need. In regard to the target products other than rice, corn (maize), sorghum, barley and palm oil content were requested.
Table 1: Summary of Replies to the 
Survey on a Training Program for Grain Moisture Measurement (Aug. 2011)
	Economy
	Hosting 
/ Trainees*
	Other Comments

	Singapore
	No / No
	

	Chinese Taipei
	No / Yes
	Currently, we only focus on the moisture measurement of rice. However, we would like to know more other than rice. It would be helpful if the training course could pay some attention on the expression of uncertainty and function in measurement for rice/grain moisture meter, and international regulations about moisture meters of grains other than rice, e.g. maize, sorghum, and barley, and what equipments are required to conduct the verification on those moisture meters.

	Thailand
	No / Yes
	Thailand realized that a training program for grain moisture measurement in 2011 is important for developing country as Thailand. CBWM as representative of Thailand has paid attention and spent our budget to establish grain moisture measurement system by supporting from APLMF since 2000. Meanwhile Thailand also cooperates with the APLMF both to participate 6 training programs on grain moisture measurement and to organize grain moisture measurement training program in 2002 and 2004. In 2012, CBWM has some difficulty in the annual budget. Therefore, CBWM hopes that this is a good opportunity for other member economics to host this Program in 2012.
CBWM is still very interesting in grain moisture measurement and also has made an effort to establish laboratory including modernize the regulation dealing with grain moisture measurement to cover rice and corn (for animal feed). CBWM will try to arrange our budget for our representative to attend training program organized by APLMF and member economies.
In term of moisture measurement, rice and corn (for animal feed) have been the strong needs for CBWM. But it is just more information to let APLMF know that CBWM has also an interesting in palm oil content measurement in palm fruit. CBWM realizes that this issue would be raised the new topic of APLMF activities in the future because it will be concerning both food security and energy issues.


*
These are replies to the two questions (1) hosting of a training course on grain moisture and (2) nomination of a trainee attending a course held in another economy. Both questions were asked based on the self-fund provided by each economy.
2. Contribution to the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 and TC17/SC8
The WG continuously monitored the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 (Humidity) and TC17/SC8 (Instruments for quality analysis of agricultural products) in regard to the three documents shown below. The chairperson attended the TC17/SC1 & SC8 meetings held on 27-29 September, 2010 in Orlando, USA.
(1) TC17/SC1 R92 "Wood-Moisture Meters - Verification Methods and Equipment: General Provisions (1989)": 
This recommendation was re-approved by the CIML members at the 45th CIML meeting held in Orlando on 21-24 September, 2010.

(2) TC17/SC1 R59 "Moisture Meters for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds (1984)": 
CD5 (5th committee draft) of R59 was sent from the secretariat in USA to the P members in March, 2009. Based on the comments from the members, CD6 was proposed at the TC17/SC1 meeting in Orlando, and discussion on the revision of R59 took place.

(3) TC17/SC8 on "Protein Measuring Instruments for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds (New)":  
CD2 was sent from the secretariat in Australia to the P members in February 2010. Based on the comments from the members, discussion on the CD2 took place at the TC17/SC8 meeting in Orlando.
2012 Work Plan
Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of the future training programs.
After the three workshops held in 2007-2009 on agricultural measurements and food / product safety, the WG determined going back to the original background of legal metrology in consideration of the strong needs from the member economies. Also making consideration to the survey result in August 2011, the WG realized the difficulty in the scheme relying only on self fund. In 2012, the WG will continue calling for host economy of a training program on grain moisture attended by Japanese trainers. At the same time, the WG will seek for other source(s) of fund to continue training activities.
2. Contribution to the OIML TC17

The WG as well as Japan aims to contribute OIML TC17/SC1 and SC8 by dispatching delegates to their meetings. The WG also aims to contribute to harmonize between the activities of the OIML TC/SCs and APLMF in agricultural measurements.
3. Discussion on the development of protocol of international comparison

The international comparison of rice moisture meters is still requested by the member economies. It is necessary to develop a protocol for international comparison since metrological control on grain moisture meters is different among member economies. The WG will continue a discussion to find out a possibility to develop the protocol for a future intercomparison in the member economies in contact with the experts in this field.
Department of Metrology AQSIQ,
Madian Donglu No.9 Haidian District, Beijing 100088 P.R.China
Tel:+86 10 82260335  Fax: +86 10 82260131
E-mail: sec@aplmf.org
Website: http://www.aplmf.org
                                   1                      W18-06-1

[image: image1.png]