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Greetings
Thank you Ms. Turner, Thank you for your warm welcome and introduction.

Ms. Drewes, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen: Good Morning!
I would like to thank you for being here, and I also thank the Woodrow Wilson Center and the USEPA for making this gathering possible.

It is my privilege to be here to share with you what the Taiwan EPA and the US EPA have been cooperating on in the past two years, and what we aim to achieve in the next 3 years.  I also look forward to hearing your insights and input to result in a better and greater outcome of this bilateral cooperation.

The Founding of the Taiwan EPA
In ten days, the Taiwan EPA is going to celebrate its 24-year anniversary. Like most environmental authorities in the world, the Taiwan EPA has functions very similar to those of the USEPA.  It was established in August 1987 to respond to the pollution disasters and disputes caused by rapid industrialization from the 1960s to the 1980s.  Environmental Protection has not been an easy job, especially for a country, with heavy environmental loading, striving for economic development.  Taiwan’s population density is twenty times that of the US, and its density of vehicles and pigs are also much higher compared to the US, Japan, Germany and other countries.  Aside from pigs, the numbers of people, motorcycles and automobiles in Taiwan have kept increasing.  
The Work and Accomplishments Over the Last 23 years
With the constant efforts of the EPA and the general public, Taiwan’s environmental quality has been showing steady improvement.  The number of days with poor air quality continues to decrease, dropping to 2.09% in 2010.  River water quality has also improved noticeably in recent years.  The percentage of seriously polluted river-lengths dropped to 5.5% in 2010, while the amount of unpolluted river-lengths improved to 62.4%.  Waste reduction is perhaps the most telling factor behind Taiwan’s improved environmental quality.  The daily per capita garbage collection volume has dropped from the peak high of 1.1 kilos in 1988 to less than 0.5 kilos in 2010.  Meanwhile, the recycling rate continues to rise, reaching 47% in 2010.

In the area of greenhouse gas reduction, CO2 emissions exhibited negative growth for the first time in 2008, a 4.4% reduction on per capita emissions compared to 2007. The following year, another 4.9% of year-on-year reduction was recorded.  Regarding reducing electricity use for energy conservation and carbon reduction, both the carbon emissions from electricity and fuel consumption in Taiwan decreased in 2009 compared to 2008.  While Taiwan’s economic growth rate reached double-digit figures for the first three quarters of 2010, growth in carbon emissions was only in the single digits for the same period, indicating that the country’s energy intensity has clearly decreased.
The Taiwan EPA will be merged with nature conservation departments currently spread out in other ministries, and the upgraded Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources will be established in 2012 to strengthen the protection of natural resources and the ecology of Taiwan. 

The Taiwan-USA Environmental Protection Technical Cooperation Agreement and Past Activities
None of these can happen without know-how, including law and enforcement, policy and strategy, science and technology.  Under the framework of the Agreement of Technology Cooperation in the Field of Environmental Protection between the TECRO and the AIT, signed in 1993, in the past 18 years, more than 170 activities have been conducted.  The Taiwan EPA gained experience and acquired technology in the area of air/ water/ soil/ solid waste pollution control as well as environmental monitoring, education, green energy and green consumption under the framework of bilateral agreement.   The Taiwan EPA has been able to build up our capability to deal with the problems we were confronting and now we’re ready to help others.

Keys to Transformation and the Partnership Plan in 2010
The year 2010 was a turning point of this bilateral cooperation between the Taiwan EPA and the USEPA.  On August 16, 2010, Administrator Lisa Jackson officially announced the US EPA’s international priorities at the Seventeenth Regular Session of the Council of the Commission for Environmental Cooperation.  Later, on October 27, 2010, I announced the Taiwan EPA’s regional partnership priorities at the International Conference on the Investigation, Remediation, and Management of Soil and Groundwater Contaminated Sites.  The theme of these regional priorities are site remediation, cleaner port air quality partnership, GHG emission reduction and carbon trading, environmental monitoring and information exchange, mercury monitoring and inventory, low carbon societies, and e-waste management and recycling.  I am pleased to see these regional priorities have been integrated into the implementing arrangement number nine to be conducted from 2011 to 2013.
Soil and Groundwater Remediation Partnership Program
In the next few minutes, I would like to share with you what has been done in the site remediation partnership program.

Last October, more than 50 foreign officers, scientists, professors, researchers and experts participated in the International Conference and Groundwater Contamination Sites.   Among them were 22 officers from 8 Asian countries.  Immediately after that Conference, the Taiwan EPA held a special round table forum for these officers to share their experience in soil and groundwater contamination.  During that round table meeting, they agreed to establish a taskforce to work and help with these Asian countries to remediate the soil and groundwater in their contaminated sites in their countries.  This taskforce will focus on assisting the participating Asian countries to organize conferences, workshops, or training courses in the field of contaminated site investigation method, risk assessment, site remediation technology and model applications.  To facilitate information exchange on remediation and investigation technology, international contamination cases and successful remediation case studies, the taskforce established a website and published bulletins.  This June, a working group was formally established to assist with the remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater in East Asia and South East Asia.  The working group has 9 member countries and Professor C.H. Chen of National Taiwan University is its first Chairperson and will serve for 2 years until 2012.  It is meaningful for these partner countries in East and Southeast Asia, most of which grow and live on rice, to protect human health from the harms of contaminated soil and water, they grow their main food.

e-Waste Partnership Program

Regarding e-waste issues:  This June , the Taiwan EPA and the US EPA cosponsored the “2011 Electronics Management Dialogue.”  Fourteen foreign officers from India, Ghana, Malaysia, and Regional centers of the Basel Convention were invited by the USEPA to participate in the Dialogue.  During this event, they discussed regulations, enforcing strategies and problems in the field of discarded electronic equipment and electricity facilities.  The Taiwan EPA shared its experience on how the solid waste management and recycling policy transformed the heavily polluting scrapping industry into a remarkable recycling industry that turns waste metal into useful items.   If we do not treat e-waste properly, such as by uncontrolled burning or land filling them, the hazardous components, such as PEDF & PCB, will be released and persist in our environment for the long term, and will certainly be hazardous to the general public and future generations.  This is a race against time, and all governments should work together to combat flagrant enterprises that irresponsibly or illegally treat or discard their e-waste.  Why don’t we try to change our destiny ahead of time?  In past decades, Taiwan has demonstrated that environmental governance more than is about just about pollution control, that it could be a driver of technological innovation and economic growth.   Strict waste management policy, with government incentives such as tax and import duty relief, attract foreign and local investment into recycling industries.  One Taiwan recycling company that extracts precious metals from integrated circuit and printed circuits boards had become one of the top companies in the world and has a turnover of more than NT$5 billion in 2009.  All the participants learned that the recycling industry could be environmentally friendly, profitable and provide job opportunities.  They also know clean technology is available and can make a profit, too.  More importantly, they call for continuing dialogues and growth of know-how.   The follow-up platform is under construction by the Taiwan EPA and the USEPA and will soon be online.  
Cleaner Port Air Quality Partnership Program
Another issue that we need to address and work on together is the “Cleaner Port Air Quality Partnership.”   Air quality in port areas is not a priority for most countries, and usually, port air quality is not monitored well enough, nor often enough.   However, we can not deny that port air quality will impact the health and property of people who work there and those who live nearby.  Reflecting the population growth and rapid economic development of Asia, there has been a significant increase in the number of vessels operating in ports in this region.  We can quite reasonably predict emissions from ships calling on Asia ports will put huge pressure on air quality in coastal and harbor areas.   When looking to the competent authorities of ocean-going vessels, we must work hand in hand in order to develop and executive innovation, on time, the first time.   In the past two years Cleaner Port Air Quality Partnership program has helped us take a leap of faith and look at ways to address the challenges we face.  The Taiwan EPA, the USEPA, and the Hong Kong Environmental Protection Department met for the first time in Hong Kong last year, 2010, to identify preliminary tasks requiring cooperation.  And last month, in July 2011, one more partner from the one of world’s largest ports, Shanghai, sent a delegation to learn and share the technology of Port Air Pollutant Emissions Inventory.  Strategic voluntary initiatives, such as the Fair Winds Charter in Hong Kong, are also valuable for us to learn from and put into practice.  In the next three years, such efforts should be broadened to reach out and understand what has to be done and what key technical challenges should be addressed. 
Conclusions
In past decades, Taiwan has demonstrated that environmental governance, more than being only about pollution control, could be a driver of technological innovation as well as economic growth.  Strict motor cycle emission standards enacted over the past decades encouraged the two-wheel motor vehicle industry to move from low-priced labor-intensive original equipment manufacturing to the more lucrative ODM (original design manufacturing) market, developing their own brands, features, and operations.  There are more similar success stories, and the so-called miracle is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice.  And the choice of the Taiwan EPA is to work together with the USEPA and our regional partner to identify and execute ways to make the port air quality partnership program a driver for international trade shipping to become part of greener supply chain.
Besides the international partnership, the Taiwan EPA and the USEPA also want to seed cooperation relationships into children and communities.  Two days ago, I visited Woodbridge and Lawrence townships in New Jersey.  I was so impressed by the innovative approaches of the Sustainable Jersey certificate program and the green and peaceful surroundings in Woodbridge Township and Lawrence Township.  The environmental knowledge and creative performance of children at Benjamin Franklin Elementary School were so inspiring.  Establishing a sister relationship between Jian-Ann Elementary School in the New Taipei City and Benjamin Franklin Elementary School in the New Jersey State this June has linked and gendered best practices of environmentally friendly and sustainable living behavior on both sides.  I look forward to listening to the presentation of Sustainable Jersey’s “Eco-School Partnership” and to seeing all the participants here today become our partners.  I look forward to your support, and having this bilateral cooperation program regionalized to make our planet cleaner, better and sustainable.

This concludes my presentation.  Thank you for your attention, and I warmly wish you all the best in your work and family lives.
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