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The China Jlost

Intellectual property accord may help foreign investment

The government is trying to milk the cross-strait intellectual property right protection
cooperation agreement it signed with China on June 29, 2010, by working aggressively
for the establishment of a “digital contents platform” to attract foreign investment, a
cabinet-level official said yesterday.

Such a platform would be very attractive to foreign investors, especially those
interested in the entertainment business in mainland China, because China does not
impose strict quota restrictions on Taiwanese movies, despite its censorship of content,
Yin Chi-ming (FFEZ#%), minister without portfolio, said.

Taiwan should take full advantage of this agreement and the economic cooperation
framework agreement it signed with mainland China to entice foreign investors, Yin
said.

Mainland Chinese illegal downloads of game software developed by a Taiwan company
for SCE, a Sony subsidiary, were immediately quashed when the Taiwanese software
developer lodged a complaint with mainland authorities in accordance with the articles
of the intellectual property rights protection agreement, Yin said, adding Sony had
complained but to no avail.

Yin said SCE, of its own accord, spoke on behalf of Taiwan while he was in Japan last
week trying to solicit investment. Eying the beneficial prospects of Taiwan's move, a
major Japanese game software developer has decided to invest in Taiwan, Yin said,
adding he could not yet reveal the identity of the developer for the time being.

A quota system is in place in mainland China to limit the import of foreign movies to 50,
including 20 Hollywood productions, each year, Christina Liu, minister of the Executive
Yuan's Council for Economic Planning and Development, was quoted as saying in
Hong Kong on yesterday.

However, the export of Taiwanese movies to mainland China is not restricted by any
quotas, Liu said, adding this greatly stimulated the development of the flmmaking

business in Taiwan.
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