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America 1n Paris: Cultural
Diplomacy and the Evolution of
American Nationalism, 1810-1860
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The 2011 Annual Meeting of the Society for the Historians of
American Foreign Relations was a successful chance for me to present my
research to a new body of scholars, to learn about new perspectives on
my research, and to network with historians from around the globe.
This was my first time to present at the Annual Meeting of the Society
for the Historians of American Foreign Relations. I learned much from the
other papers and commentary, as well as the featured lectures by senior
scholars, during the conference. Much of my contact with historians of
the United States deals with the periodizaticn of my research - the

“Barly American Republic.” Attending the SHAFR conference allowed for
me to understand my research against a broader time period. These
questions of public/cultural diplomacy are better studied in the 20"
century — this will help me to understand my research sources better.
Recause of the SHAFR conference, I will be able to relatc my research
according to new and different methodologies and guestions.

My panel “The Evolution of American Cultural Diplemacy in the 19" and
20" Centuries: Paris Salons, Dresden Wild West Shows, and World FExpos,
included a German presenter, Nadine Zimmerli, from the University of
Wisconsin at Madison and an [talian, the Commentator and Chair of the
panel, Alessandro Brogi from the University of Arkansas, Other pancls
offered fresh perspectives on cultural diplomacy. Overall, the conference
was intellectually stimulating.

Dr. Brogi, the panel chair, suggested that the panel might provide a
framework for a future conference or a collective book, the work of me
and other historians, on the history of cultural diplomacy. The
comments/questions from the audience and panel will help towards revision
of the paper into an article or book chapter,
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