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SUMMARY RECORD OF THE 107
TH

 SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE FOR FISHERIES 

Item 1. Adoption of the draft agenda for the 107
th

 session [TAD/FI(2011)1] 

The Chair introduced Mr. Dongsik Woo and Mr. Roger Martini who have joined the Secretariat since 

the last meeting and Ms. Emeline Berg who will assist the Secretariat in the absence of Ms. Emily 

Andrews-Chouicha. The Chair announced that he would be attending a working lunch with the Secretary 

General on 19 April 2011 and that Jane Willing, vice-chair of the Committee, had agreed to take over his 

responsibilities during his absence. The Chair reminded Delegations that his tenure will end at end of the 

next COFI Session, scheduled for October 2011, and that the Committee should make necessary 

preparations for the election of a Bureau to serve in 2012. 

The draft agenda was adopted. 

Item 2. Extended Meeting of the COFI on the Economics of Rebuilding Fisheries [TAD/FI(2011)1] 

The Chair reported on the proceedings of the Extended COFI meeting that took place on the 14-

15 April 2011. During that meeting seven sessions took place on a range of topics related to the economics 

of rebuilding fisheries and a Drafting Committee was formed which worked on Draft Best Practice 

Guidelines which were distributed to Delegates for further consideration by the COFI under agenda item 7.  

Item 3. Statement by the Director of Trade and Agriculture 

Mr. Ken Ash, Director of Trade and Agriculture Directorate (TAD), briefed the Committee on the 

ongoing work at the Trade and Agriculture Directorate. Mr. Ash briefed the Committee on budgetary 

issues, on the Ministerial Council Meeting to take place on 25-26 May 2011 and which will focus on 

development issues and Green Growth. He also underscored the importance of working with non-member 

economies (in particular enhanced engagement countries) due to the OECD’s increasing contributions to 

the G20 process. 

Item 4: Fisheries and Aquaculture Certification [TAD/FI(2010)14/REV] 

Delegates welcomed the revised version of the Study and noted the considerable improvements made 

since the last iterations. However, most delegates felt that further work was required, in particular to refine 

the policy messages in Part 4. Several delegates were of the view that it would be difficult to reach 

international agreement on a definition of sustainability, notwithstanding the desirability of such a 

standard.  Some delegations felt that the issue of traceability was insufficiently addressed in the paper, as 

an important issue in consumer labelling, and that eco-labels do not become barriers to trade. A number of 

specific comments were received regarding other issues, including the pace of government action, green 

protectionism and the role of government assistance in fishery certification. 

Delegates were invited to submit written comments, by 1 June 2011, which would be taken into 

account in a revised version of the document, to be placed on Delegates' Corner in track-changes mode. 

That document would then be subject to approval using the written procedure. If the document could not 

be approved intersessionally the item would be placed on the agenda of the 108
th
 Session. In terms of a 

possible publication of the work it was found important to also consider using the Internet site for elements 

of the several papers that have been considered during the development of the Study.  
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Item 5. Information on activities related to the 50
th

 Anniversary of the OECD [TAD/FI(2011)2] 

i) This Agenda Item was postponed to the 108
th
 COFI Session as the consultant’s report had not been made 

completed in time for consideration by the 107
th
 COFI. 

ii) Catherine Moreddu (TAD) gave a presentation on the forthcoming Conference on Agriculture 

Knowledge Systems which will take place on 15-17 June 2011.  

iii) The Secretariat informed Delegates that Professor Elinor Ostrom, Nobel Prize laureate in Economics, 

will give a lecture at the OECD, 23
 
June, 2011 at 10.00. 

Item 6. Fossil fuel subsidies [TAD/FI(2010)8/REV2] 

The Secretariat (Ron Steenblik, TAD) gave an overview of the OECD horizontal work on fossil fuel 

subsidies. 

The Secretariat presented the revisions and updates to the document [TAD/FI(2010)8/REV2] received 

by the Secretariat since the last meeting. Many committee delegates pointed out that the nature of the data 

made cross-country comparisons problematic. Data from one country are still missing and certain data are 

incorrect. Members were encouraged to verify their information in the country notes and validate the data 

submitted. It was highlighted that VAT should not be included due to how VAT systems operate in 

member states. 

A number of Delegations were of the opinion that the Study should be made publicly available 

whereas other Delegations felt that more work was needed, including further analysis of the economic 

consequences of phasing out fossil fuel concessions, before making this report available. Following 

extensive discussions it was agreed that the Secretariat would revise the document for consideration at the 

108
th
 COFI Session in light of comments received from delegations, giving primary focus to the country 

notes in Part 2. The Secretariat recognised that a revised text and tables in Part 1 would reflect the concern 

that aggregate figures and the aggregate tables would not be used for comparative purposes and hence be 

deleted. Written submissions and validation of data are to be sent to the Secretariat before 1 June 2011. 

The title of this document should be changed to Fossil Fuel Tax Concessions. A revised document will 

include an outline of the options concerning future quantitative work on illustrating the effects of phasing 

out fossil fuel subsidies. 

Item 7. Economics of Rebuilding Fisheries  

7 i) Extended Meeting of COFI on Rebuilding Fisheries 

The Chair presented an oral report of the Extended Meeting of COFI on the Economics of Rebuilding 

Fisheries 14-15 April 2011. 

7 ii) Draft Best Practice Guidelines [TAD/FI(2011)3] 

The Secretariat presented the Draft Best Practice Guidelines developed by the Drafting Committee. 

The Committee appreciated the efforts made during the Extended Meeting 14-15 April, and requested the 

Secretariat to further develop the text into concise, practical and evidence-based project conclusions and 

recommendations (PC&R). These would, in particular, be addressing policymakers and professionals 

involved in fisheries rebuilding. The PC&R would also be stressing the main messages of the project i.e. 

that considerable economic gains can be achieved from fisheries rebuilding and that the incorporation of 

economic analysis before and during the rebuilding process is important. The PC&R will be specific and 

not analyse legal and political commitments.  
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Written comments should be submitted to the Secretariat before 1 June 2011. 

7 iii) Background Reports 

a) Issues Paper [TAD/FI(2010)10/REV] 

The Secretariat presented the new version of the Issues Paper and pointed out revisions made to it 

since the last Session. Some delegations pointed out the value of incorporating into the revised text 

instructive aspects from the Case Studies component of this work. It was agreed that the revised version 

will contain an extensive reader-friendly account of the quantitative work commissioned for this study (by 

Costello et al.). 

Delegations will provide written comments to this document before 1 June 2011. 

b) Inventory of National and Regional Approaches to Fisheries Rebuilding Programmes 

[TAD/FI(2010)11] 

This paper has been enlarged and revised according to input from 106
th
 COFI meeting.  

The Secretariat confirmed that information reported in the text on RFMOs was conveyed to and 

validated by each RFMO. Their comments and corrections have been taken into account in the current 

version of this document. Delegations will provide additional comments in writing to this document before 

1 June 2011.  

c) Case Studies of Fisheries Rebuilding Plans [TAD/FI(2010)12] 

The Secretariat pointed out that this version benefits from additional case studies supplied by 

members since the last meeting. 

Delegations will provide written comments on this document before 1 June 2011.  

Item 8. Green Growth Strategy 

John Stephenson (OECD Roundtable on Sustainable Development, General Secretariat) outlined the 

work of the Organisation concerning Green Growth. A report on Green Growth will be presented at the 

upcoming Council Ministerial Meeting in May 2011. 

The Secretariat gave an overview of the Green Growth and Food and Agriculture Report as well as 

discussing the past and ongoing work of TAD in this area. 

Item 9. Further Considerations of Elements of the Programme of Work 2011-2012 [TAD/FI(2011)4] 

A number of consultant reports have been commissioned by the Fisheries Secretariat to assist further 

OECD work on Green Growth. Members questioned the process and purpose of commissioning the reports 

of the Secretariat without consulting COFI. The Committee noted that these papers had not been requested 

by COFI and were therefore not to be considered as COFI documents.  

i) Integrated Ocean Management  [TAD/FI(2011)4)] 

The Secretariat presented a paper written by Anthony Charles, St. Mary’s University, Nova Scotia, 

Canada on Integrated Oceans Management. 
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ii) Green Growth in Fisheries and Aquaculture 

The Secretariat presented two papers on Green Growth and Fisheries Issues. 

a) Green Growth and Fisheries Issues [TAD/FI(2011)5] written by Kieran Kelleher. 

b) Green Growth in Fisheries and Aquaculture Production and Trade [TAD/FI(2011)6] by Frank Asche, 

University of Stavanger, Norway.  

The Secretariat will prepare scoping papers focusing on the more specific issues under the Green 

Growth agenda discussed during the meeting including issues relating to energy, fuel tax concessions, fuel 

GFTs, waste in the value chain, governance, and sustainable aquaculture. These scoping papers will be 

discussed during the 108
th
 COFI meeting. 

Item 10. Review of Fisheries [TAD/FI(2011)7] 

The Secretariat presented Guidelines of Template on Fisheries Statistics (2009-10). No substantial 

changes have taken place compared to previous exercise.  

Item 11. Other Activities 

i) Report on other OECD activities related to fisheries [TAD/FI/RD(2011)1] 

As has been established practice, the Secretariat informed Delegates about projects in other parts of 

the Organisation that have relevance to the work of the Fisheries Committee.  

ii) Report on activities of the Fisheries Secretariat [TAD/FI/RD(2011)2] 

The Secretariat reported on past and planned activities, including attendance at meetings.  

iii) Reports from Member Countries on activities of relevance to COFI 

Norway reported on the study by UNODC on Transnational Organised Crime in the Fishing Industry. 

United States reported on upcoming Kobe III meeting which will take place in La Jolla on 11-

15 July 2011. Delegates were encouraged to attend this meeting. 

Korea reported on the Expo 2012 Living Oceans and Coasts to take place in Yeosu, Korea, in May-

August 2012. 

iv) Reports from Observers 

The FAO reported on the fisheries model that has been developed with possible inclusion in the joint 

FAO/OECD work. A presentation and discussion on this will take place at the 108
th
 COFI Session. 

Item 12. Other business 

Japan reported on the effects of the recent earthquake and tsunami on the fishing industry. Japan 

stressed that all measures were taken to secure the safety of Japanese seafood, both on domestic and 

international markets. 

The EU advised that it would be helpful to add timing to future agendas of COFI. 
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Item 13. Consideration by the COFI of the Russian Federation’s Accession (Confidential item) 

[TAD/FI/ACS(2010)1 

See Confidential Addendum to the Summary Record. 

Item 14. Enhanced Engagement Strategy [C(2010)100/REV2, AGR/FI(2005)18, TAD/FI(2010)18/FINAL]
 

See Confidential Addendum to the Summary Record. 

Item 15. Adoption of the Summary Record [TAD/FI/M(2011)1] 

This Summary Record was adopted.  

Dates of the next meetings 

10-12 October 2011  108
th

 Session at OECD Conference Centre (new dates) 

23-25 April 2012    109
th

 Session at OECD Conference Centre [to be confirmed] 

29-31 October 2012  110
th

 Session at OECD Conference Centre [to be confirmed] 
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