B s (KRR - F%)

5 13 BRI HHE e

(13" International Riversymposium)

C—

ARBSHERN AR AKFIB N EKEE A
RS  ILRE B TR
URELEIZE © B

HIBIHAR ¢ 994£ 10 H 11 H~14 H
HEHH 9F12H 14H



— Eﬂ.ﬂgﬂ Eﬂ/j\ .................................................................................... 1
T IR e 1
—_ == PURIKS S

— ~ 4 =

BRI Y & = == = 1 F )
_ N [x¢ B

LT R P 3
(#);IQH};I‘—&E{}—E% ................................................................................. 3

(:)B%Bﬁ}}@@f%ﬁ%{ﬁﬁ?ﬁz Daily NEws: s« eeeeseeeresesereneeii, 11



— ~ HEHEN
R T i 7K R R 2 R SRR ~ RV R 335 ~ S Ky SR T e
3 IR R AP AR FE AR b K B R P B R > BRE A S (KRS T A
LRSI E AR FaEy) - AIERIKESRUSEIE N BUKEERHREIZES - BT
fEe S it el JEFHIZE 52 SN s ~ S KRR AN Y ~ [N i AL R
S~ K EERECEE I IR R o BN K B R R N o FORRARRENI R AH A
HRNHKBL /KBS B » 22K EE P 2 B i e T2 13 Jafiml R
(13" International River symposium) > #fi FREAIFE/KAFAEEE ~ KA - B RBIL IR RoRah -
FYEH ~ KA T RS - B R A R hE A SR e i A K&
B R S HE T R FL AT -
— - HEEE
BEIARNMETITER 7. 55 13 Tl BTl TR ErIRE RS 99 4 10 H 11 HZE 99 A2 10 H
14 H > 0 R AR ELARIR ] - (BN ESEET 7 H - e H R AR AR AT R 3%

B3 Y HWERE

10H9H R 10/10 FIJFH 405 H 22/11E Perth 532 Mundaring Y2 " Mundaring

(BRI~ | Weir Water Supply Improvement Project s FHRHZEAY - FFHEFHI Keabt
10310 H| — st | B -

1.The Netherlands. Social and economic consequences of global post 2010
biodiversity policys.

2.Republic of Korea. Revival of Rivers :a new korea.

3.Providing environmental water fo unregulated systems, with emphasis on

I0H11H the West Australian approach.

4.The role of water markets in achieving sustainable water use.

5.Case Study:Transfering from lakes to river basin management: Drim

dialog.

1155 13 Jm| 1. Case Study: River of the Cape, South Afiica.
10 A 12 H B B2 JIT#F 2. Study Tour: River Restoration Study Tour- Swan Canning River park.
& K £ qliT| 3. Water planning tools.

Gk 1.Dancing with river in Deltaic Bengal:an exploration of river, land and
rvier islands.

10H 13 H 2. The Ord East Kimberley Expansion Project.

3.Moving mountaions( and rivers) in a flat landscape.

4 Impacts of climate change on rivers.

1. Moving water on a grand scale- water transfers and agriculture.
10H 14 H 2. When rivers don’  t move-Droughts.
3. The Great River Debate- The Oceans Are Our Solution for Future Water.
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TuespAY 12 OCTOBER

ore than 500 guests from

20 countries filled Bur-

swood's Grand Ballroom

yesterday morning at the
official opening of the 13th Interna-
tional Riversymposium.

The Hon Dr Graham Jacobs MLA,
Minister of Water and Health WA of-
ficially opened the conference after
Janette Hayden’s Welcome to Coun-
try, and a performance by Jonathan
Walley Middar Dancers and Perform-
ers. Keynote speakers Dr Leon Braat
from the Netherlands, and Korea's
Dr Yoon Jung Cha then took to the
stage.

Biodiversity and Korea’s
River Restoration Project

Biodiversity was the key topic for
Dr Leon Braat from Wageningen
University & Research centre. His
presentation centred on the impor-
tance of recognising the degradation
of biodiversity and the necessary
policy changes needed to conserve
biodiversity and ensure the “sustain-
able satisfaction of all needs.”

Dr Yoon Jung Cha introduced
guests to the Four Major Rivers
Restoration Project of South Korea,
which aims to restore the Han, Na-
kdong, Geum and Yeongsan rivers to
provide water security, flood control
and ecosystem vitality.

Rk

Jonathan Walley Middar Dancers and Performers entertained more than 500 delegates at the
official opening of the 13th International Riversymposium

TODAY'S KEY ACTIVITIES

+ Study tours - River Restoration
Study Tour - Swan Canning River-
park & Endangered Fish Species
Study Tour

* River Dialogue Workshop 2: The
importance of storytelling to share
knowledge, Astral 3 at 12.30pm

* Riverprize Gala Dinner, Grand
Ballroom at 7.00pm

TODAY’S STUD, URS
For those who are registered for a
study tour, remember they are on
today! Make sure you're at the bus
ready for departure for the following
times ~

* 10.15am for the River Restora-
tion Study Tour - Swan Canning
Riverpark

* 12.15pm for the Endangered
Fish Species Study Tour

20 EXHIBITORS ON DISPLAY

By now, you will have walked through
the trade exhibition, located in the
foyer of the complex.

The trade exhibition is a great oppor-
tunity for both exhibitors and del-
egates to network, share knowledge
and ideas as well as new technology
within the water market.

Each trade booth is manned during
all session breaks and we encourage
you to visit each display and interact
with the exhibitors.

-11-
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Managing human impact on the world’s lakes and rivers

he University of Western
Australia’s research on
lakes and rivers is hav-
ing a major impact at an
international scale, Recently a
management system developed
at the University was deployed at
picturesque Lake iseo in the alpine
Lombardy region of northern Italy
together with researchers from
Universita degli Studi di Brescia.
Birector of UWA's Centre for
Water Research, Professor Jorg
Imberger, and his colleague As-
sistant Professor Clelia Luisa Marti
were in ltaly from July 15 to 30.
They used the ‘Real-time Manage-
ment System (RMS), developed
at the Centre, and being used at
several sites around the world.
“This management system has

PROGRAM CHANGES

+ Chris Hallett presenting in B3C
from A3F

« Robin Smith presenting in B3D
from D1F

« Grant Douglas replacing Laura
Wendling in B3D

allowed us to overcome the tyr-
anny of scale,” Professor Imberger
said. “Lake Iseo is a relatively
large and deep system and cannot
easily be covered with a monitoring
program. RMS allows us to com-
bine monitoring equipment; data-
base management; three-dimen-
sional computer simulations of the
hydrodynamics and the ecology;
and web technology in real-time,
so that field experiments maybe
embedded into numerical solutions
on the fly”.

Professor Imberger said the ob-
jective of the field experiment was
three fold - the ecological function-
ing of deep lakes, assessing the
impact of climate change and land
use on deep lakes, and the ex-
change of material across the ben-

thic boundary layer and its impact
on lake productivity between.

The Director of UWA’s Centre of
Excellence in Natural Resource
Management has also been work-
ing as part of an international team
to assess the crisis in the world's
rivers. The report of their work was
recently published in the journal
Nature.

The grim portrait of the world’s
rivers shows that nearly 80 per
cent of the world’s human popu-
lation live in areas where river
waters are highly threatened, pos-
ing a major threat to human water
security and resulting in aquatic
environments where thousands of
species of plants and animals are
at risk of extinction.

DELEGATES WELCOMED TO RIVERSYMPOSIUM

More than 500 delegates nibbled
on canapes, sipped champagne
and enjoyed the smooth sounds of
jazz at last night's Welcome Func-
tion.

The event, sponsored by the Uni-
versity of Western Australia (UWA)

gave Australian and international
delegates the opportunity to mingle

.and discuss the day’s events.

Pro Vice-Chancellor Research
Alistar Robertson gave a short
speech whijle a roving magician
provided some light entertainment.

Thanks to our sponsors:
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The Commonwealth as Water Holder
A Basin-wide approach to environmental watering

ustralia’s water ecosystems
- tivers, wetlands, flood-
plains and the plants and
animals they support — are
vital to Australia’s long term sustain-
ability. Over-extraction and drought
continue to put our rivers and wet-
lands under significant stress. As wa-
ter availability declines due to climate
change, protecting and restoring
the health of these assets will be an
increasing challenge.

To help address this problem,
Australian Government reforms
have created the position of the
Commonwealth Environmental
Water Holder.

The Commonwealth is holding
and managing water entitlements
throughout the Murray-Darling
Basin. Entitlements are acquired
through the Government's Water
for the Future initiative and are
managed for the purposes of pro-

tecting and restoring environmen-
tal assets such as wetlands and
streams.

Decisions need to be made about
using this held environmental water
across competing environmental
outcomes. To guide these deci-
sions a long-term framework has
been developed which includes a
set of criteria for evaluating water
use options, and input from Basin
states and a scientific advisory
committee,

As at September 2010, more than
273 gigalitres of environmental
water had been made available
for use to the rivers, wetlands and
floodplains of the Murray--Darling
Basin. Preliminary outcomes are
positive, including improved tree
health, decreasing salinity and
benefits to threatened species.

However, the program is at an
early stage and in the coming

years, the Commonwealth’s envi-
ronmental water holdings will grow
substantially. This will provide an
increased range of watering op-
tions and a much greater capacity
to protect or restore environmental
assets and improve overall ecosys-

tem health.

You can learn more about the
Commonwealth as water holder
at 1.30pm today in the session on
Moving Water for the Environment
— Environmental flows for rivers
and estuaries or by visiting the
Department of Sustainability, En-
vironment, Water, Population and
Communities’ trade booth in the
Riversymposium exhibition area.

After Riversymposium, to find out
more about the Australian Govern-
ment's environmental watering
program call 1800 218 478 or visit
www.environment.gov.au/water/
policy-programs/cewh/index.html

The Ongoing Search for Sustainable Water Solutions

hiess Services is applying

the latest ideas to the man-

agement of Perth’s water

resources, confirming the
company’s place at the forefront of
the Australia’s water services indus-
try. By ensuring the right people are
deployed and the safest, best-in-
class strategies are applied with an
internal culture focused on success,
Thiess Services is supporting efforts
to make our modern lifestyle more
sustainable.

Through Swan Water, a joint ven-
ture with Water Corporation, Thiess
Services assists with the effective
and efficient day-to-day manage-
ment of half of Perth’s water servic-
es network. It is a role that is taken
very seriously.

Indeed, the Thiess Group has
been delivering on-the-ground
water management outcomes for

several decades, beginning with
the nation-building Snowy Moun-
tains Scheme. Currently, the group
is constructing Victoria's $3.5 billion
new desalination facility in conjunc-
tion with French water experts,
Degremont.Upon completion in late
2011, Thiess Services will oper-
ate and maintain a facility capable
of supplying 150 billion litres of
drinking water each year — equal

to about one third of Melbourne’s
annual water needs.

Thiess Services people is ac-
tively providing technical services
throughout the twists and turns of
the water resource journey - from
waterways and wetland manage-
ment to potable water harvesting,
distribution and reticulation, desali-
nation, wastewater treatment and
recycling.

Nationally, Thiess Services is

a leading provider of integrated
services in water, energy, environ-
mental and infrastructure manage-
ment, committed to the challenge of
improving the environment and en-
hancing the communities in which
its people live and work.

For more than 75 years, the
Thiess Group has been involved in
the construction of some of the na-
tion’s largest infrastructure projects,
including the Sydney Harbour Tun-
nel, Melbourne's Eastlink project
and Brisbane’s current $4.8 biilion
Airport Link project. A commitment
to delivering great client outcomes
has powered expansion throughout
Australia, New Zealand, Indonesia
and the Middle East. Thiess Group
has annual turnover of $6 billion
and $15.5 billion of work in hand.

It is a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Leighton Holdings Ltd.

3
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Recognising our Future Water

he Future Water Leaders

Award, formatly Young Water

Scientist Award, promotes

excellence in the develop-
ment of capable researchers, com-
municators and innovative thinkers.
The award provides postgraduate
students the opportunity to raise the
profile of their research as well as
present at an internationally recog-
nised conference.

For 2010, we could like to congrat-
ulate our two finalists — Chris Hallett
and Dominic Skinner.

Originally from the UK, Chris Hal-
lett gained a BSc in Biology from the
University of Manchester, studying
among other topics, the effects of
light on the health of Costa Rican
tree frogs, before commencing an
MSc in Marine Environmental Pro-
tection at the University of Wales,
Bangor. During his MSc, Chris held

a volunteer research fellowship at
CSIRO in Hobart, studying the diet
and feeding ecology of two deep-
sea dogfish species on Tasmanian
seamounts.

Chris fell in love with Australia
during his time in Tasmania, and in
February 2007 ,began a PhD in the
Centre for Fish and Fisheries Re-
search at Murdoch University. Chris’
current research centres on estuarine
fish community ecology, the concept
of ecological health, its monitoring
and assessment, and the use of eco-
logical indicators for aquatic ecosys-
tem management.

Dominic Skinner is currently un-
dertaking a PhD at the University
of Adelaide in collaboration with
CSIRO’s Water for a Healthy Country
Flagship Programme (2009-11 schol-
arship recipient). Dominic’s research
examines the effects of water level

PROGRAM SUMMARY

he first day of the River-
symposium program made
me feel very glad we have
made the move to Perth
this year, with plenty of interesting
Western Austraiian content. The
National Water Commission ran a
fascinating session about providing
environmental water for unregulated
systems. Groundwater and regulation
were also discussed in the Water in
Industry feature session and will be
continued in a groundwater feature
session tomorrow (B2D). Leon Braat
delivered a sobering story about loss
of biodiversity on the globe and the
complex relationship between bio-
diversity and ecosystem services.
The need to include economics in
environmental management was
explored in the water markets feature
session in the afternoon.

The audience in the dams and bar-
rages session was excited by Bren-
ton Erdmann’s tale of the develop-
ment of a carp trap that makes the

most of an observation that carp
jump when they encounter a barrier
but native fish generally don't. The
trap described, situated on a dam,
catches 90 tonnes of carp per year.

Dr Cha explained the Four Rivers
Restoration project in Korea illustrat-
ed with a beautiful video explaining
the enormity of the work planned.

The closing plenary session includ-
ed an inspiring talk by Yao Yin about
The Nature Conservancy’s Great
Rivers Partnership that emphasised
the importance of scientists and com-
munities from different nations work-
ing together to share their knowledge
and experience of their river systems.

Richard Weller concluded the day’s
presentations with a stirring talk
about future development possibili-
ties with increasing population. The
audience was treated to his wonder-
ful graphics that made understanding
the concepts immediate.

Selina Ward Program Convenor

_ environmental managers — manag-

Leaders

decline on Lake Alexandrina in the
Lower Murray River, focussing on th
changes to sediment redistribution |
wind. More broadly, his research in-
terests include the cumulative effect
of climate change and river regula-

tion on water availability for human

use and environmental flows.

Dominic completed Honours in
Environmental Management at the
Flinders University of South Austra-
lia and has a Bachelors degree in
Science, majoring in Chemistry and
Biochemistry, from the University
of Adelaide. He is an avid squash
player and has a keen interest in
wildlife photography.

Dominic presented his research
in sessions yesterday and Chris will
present today in B3C. The winner wi
be announced in the closing plenary
on Thursday. Best of luck to both
finalists.

RIVER DIALOGUE WORKSHOP

The first of three River Dialogue
workshops “Agents of Health — Riv-
ers and Wetlands: Environmental
Water Managers”, was a great suc-
cess.

Ann Hinchiiffe introduced the Com-
munity of Practice for Environmental
Water Managers and spoke of the
five priority knowledge issues for

ing water allocations with climate
change, understanding river flow/
ecological relationships, using moni-
toring to improve flow/allocation re-
gimes, managing water on a whole-
of-catchment scale and explaining
outcomes to community.

Two case studies were presented
with audience discussions highlight.
ing the need for environmental water
managers to have greater leadership
and communication skills in order
to take advantage of the transient
opportunities of flow events. River
Dialogue I, “The importance of story
telling for sharing knowledge”, will be
held today, in Astral 3 at 12.30pm.

4
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Congratulations Riverprize Winners

2010 THIESS INTERNATIONAL RIVER-
PRIZE WINNER ~ RIVER THAMES

he Environment Agency, Eng-
land, has been reviving the
iconic River Thames. From be-
ing declared biologically dead in
the 1950s the River Thames has made
a remarkable recovery, with salmon and
otters returning to the river. The Agency
is working on a number of projects and
initiatives with a range of partners to help
the River Thames reach its ecological
potential. The Environment Agency is
also planning for the future. The Thames
Estuary 2100 vision is a 100 year adapt-
able plan directing the future sustainable
management of tidal flood risk in the
Thames estuary,
It is this type of innovative, forward-

DERWENT ESTU NATI

he Derwent Estuary, Tasma-

nia, has been recognised for

excellence in reducing water

pollution, conserving habitats
and species, monitoring river health and
promoting greater use and enjoyment of
the foreshore.

The Derwent Estuary Program is a
partnership between the Tasmanian
State Government, six local councils,
five major industry and commercial busi-
nesses, scientists and the community
to restore the Derwent estuary. Since
establishment in 1999, more than $100
million has been invested in environmen-
tal projects, and the Derwent is showing
signs of recovery. During the past five

thinking behaviour that demonstrates
the Environment Agency's commitment
to protect and improve the environment,
and promote sustainable developmentin
England and Wales.international River-
Foundation would like to thank the inter

NAL RIVERPRIZE

years there has been an 80 per cent re-
duction in organic inputs, 50 per cent re-
duction in heavy metals, and 30 per cent

national and national Riverprize Judging
Panels for their time and expertise; the
Australian Government for funding the
National Riverprize; and International
Riversymposium for hosting the Gala
Dinner.

reduction in sewage-derived nutrients in
the estuary, as well as improvements in
stormwater treatment.
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THE GREAT RIVER DEBATE

oin six exciting speakers as they-
debate the statement: the oceans
are our future solution for water.
Does desalination hold alf the
answers we are looking for? Prof. Gary
Jones will return to facilitate the debate
and challenge you to adjudicate with the
clapometer.
The two teams ...
AFFIRMATIVE
Prof. Stuart Bunn is director of the
Australian Rivers [nstitute at Griffith Uni-
versity. He is a member of the Scientific
Steering Committee for the Global Water

System Project and a Commissioner
for the National Water Commission. His
research interests are in the ecology of
river and wetland systems. Ms Chloe
Munro is also a Commissioner for the
National Water Commission. She is
the Chair of AquaSure, the cansortium
building the Victorian desalination plant
and a director of Hydro Tasmania. The
last speaker for the positive side will be
announced very soon. It is someone
representing the resource industry.

NEGATIVE

Dr Roger Pulwarty is Director of the

PROGRAM SUMMARY

esterday we heard sobering

news about the future prospects

and current problems with cli-

mate change and other human
impacts.

Gavin Quibell shared the South African
experience of a highly regarded water
act that has been difficult to implement
for a variety of reasons.

The challenge of successful implemen-
tation has come up many times during
the program. Gavin’s threat of using the
vuvuzela for heckling kept the audience
quiet.

Roger Pulwarty managed to amuse
the audience with wit whilst covering the
glum topic of climate change on a global
scale.

If those challenges weren't enough,

Setiawan Wangsaatmaja described the
role of managing a river previously re-
ferred to as the world’s dirtiest river.

WA Fisheries shared fabulous work fo-
wards preventing freshwater extinctions,
including captive breeding programs for
tiny endangered frogs, native fish and
marron, a large WA crayfish species.

The climate change session covered
WA coastal areas, land loss due to sea-
level rise in the Sundarbans and innova-
tive ideas for adaptation, and flooding
and typhoons in the Philippines.

Selina Ward Program Convenor

Climate Diagnostics Centre at NOAA and
University of Colorado. He’s interested

in climate and weather and the design

of effective services to address associ-
ated risks. The Hon Alison Xamon is a
member of Legislative Council (WA State
Parliament). She is the Greens spokes-
person for water and was a lawyer be-
fore entering parliament. Dr Leon Braat
is from Wagingen UR in the Netherlands.
He is interested in ecological — econom-
ics science interface and conducts inter-
national biodiversity research.

RIVER DIALOGUES Il WORKSHOP

River Dialogues Il demonstrated the
importance of telling stories. After an
introduction to what story telling is and
how it can be used in the workplace, the
audience shared their stories about fish,
rivers and wetlands.

Delegates are encouraged fo read “River
Journey II" ~ stories from the Riverprize
winners, and if you'd like to share your
story."With conferences focussed on
talking heads, the opportunity to share
stories among delegates was not only
interesting, but also allowing me to get
to know new people with similar chal-
lenges” said one participants

For more information please visit the
ARRC website at http://australianriver-
restorationcentre.com.au/

Thanks to our sponsors:

{522 THE UNIVERSITY OF

Austratizn Government N WESTERN AUSTRALIA mess
‘Water for the Fature ' e a —
SWAN .
JTY RIVER it ‘
THE UNIVERSITY g TRUST (! 31 Govemnment of Western Australla PERT r?@
OF QUEENSLAND e o 4 Depariment of Watar CONVENTION
ATISTRALTA - BUREAU

Departniont of
Agricutiare 3 Food
K]

T

C5IRO

W Griffith

{E!EE}, <Q> Government of Western Australia
Eigggg ijﬁé Depariment of Regionai Development and Lands
£ P 2.

AOYALTIES
o i oue

Murdoch

UNIVERSITY

o

International

m Water Assoclation

o)
eyt

S
Water

Tuesday 12 October

2

-16-




@RIVERSY_MPOS/UM

Department of Water Showcases Priority Work at Riversymposium

s Western Australia’s water

management leader, the De-

partment of Water is one of the

sponsors of the 13th Interna-
tional Riversymposium.

The Riversymposium's focus will be
on Western Australia and the complex
issues of managing the state’s rivers and
catchments, while supporting population
and economic development.

This important annual event (being
held outside of Brisbane for the first
time), provides the department with a
unique opportunity to highlight and show-
case its priority work which addresses
these complex issues.

Case studies from across the state
will be presented by department staff
on Water Sensitive Cities and how we

are managing and protecting the state’s
water resources - including both surface
water and groundwater.

Moving Perth towards becoming a
water sensitive city is a priority for the
department, which understands the need
for providing economically viable options
for water use, and taking adaptive man-
agement responses to address challeng-
es of climate variability, {o ensure that we
have liveable neighbourhoods.

A water sensitive city takes into con-
sideration the total water cycle and
encourages all levels of government and
industry to adopt water management and
urban planning practices that will benefit
the community, the economy and the
environment.

Outcomes of taking this approach

Murdoch University Researches WA's

Aquatic Environments

he extensive estuarine, riverine
and near coastal marine environ-
ments of south-western Australia
are a major source of commer-
cial fish (fish, shellfish, crustaceans) har-
vested by commercial and recreational
fishers. The recreational value of these
environments is outstanding and is the
basis of a substantial tourist industry.

As the population of Perth and sur-
rounding cities burgeons, the challenge
of managing aquatic environments and
their biodiversity in a healthy condition is
increasing.

Murdoch University has conducted ex-
tensive research into these environments
for over 30 years and leading research-
ers within the Sustainable Ecosystems
Research Institute continue to pioneer
research necessary to underpin sustain-
able management of ecosystems and
water in this part of Australia.

One area that has attracted much
attention recently is the research under-
taken by Murdoch University's Cetacean
Research Unit. Key activities include
cetacean population dynamics and
behavior and ecosystem interactions,
assessing impacts of human activity
on cetacean populations, and marine
mammal health in estuarine and marine
environments.

Visitors to Murdoch University's
booth can see outcomes of research in

the following areas:
* Health of Swan River dolphins

= Fish as indicators of ecosystem
health

< Fresh-water molluscs as pollution
bio-indicators

« Black bream — an important recre-
ational fish that breeds in estuaries

* Unravelling estuarine food webs to
better manage commercial and recre-
ational fishing.

Members of Murdoch University’s
Centre for Fish and Fisheries Re-
search will be on hand to discuss
these and other areas of research,

TODAY’S KEY ACTIVITIES

= Visit the International Water-
Centre booth today at 10am to hear
about holistic solutions to global wa-
ter and climate change challenges.

* Panel discussion on The Ord
East Kimberley Expansion Project,
Grand ballroom at 10:30am

+ Catchment Challenge feature
session in Asfral 3 at 10.30am

+ UNESCO HELP public forum on
HELP in Australia, Grand ballroom at
12:00pm

+ River Dialogue Workshop 3:
Atftracting corporate parinerships for
river restoration, Astral 3 at 12:30pm

include keeping our waterways and aqui-
fers healthy.

The Department of Water aims to man-
age water to support Western Australia’s
economy, provide amenity for the com-
munity, and sustain the environment by
providing three primary services to the
community.

These services revolve around the in-
terrelated services of water resource use,
urban water management and services,
and waterways health. They are under-
pinned by a range of support services,
to create an outcomes-focused business
model which enhances the department's
role as the state’s water manager.

For further information you can view
our website al: www,waterwa.gov.au

PROGRAM CHANGES

+ C2B Jason Alexandra replacing
Mike Taylor

» C2F Jeongkon Kim not
presenting

+ C4B Joe Ross not presenting
C4F Rezaul Chowdhury not
presenting

RIVER HEALTH IN CHINESE
RIVERS

Join the International WaterCen-
tre (IWC) for a drink to learn more
about recent advances in river
health and environmental flow as-
sessment in Chinese Rivers.

Wednesday 13th October, Botanical
Foyer at 5.30pm - 7pm

POSTER VIEWING TODAY

Don't forget that morning tea today
is dedicated to posters. Poster
presenters will be available at their
poster boards to answer any ques-
tions you may have in relation to
their work.

We'd also like to thank all the
poster presenters and wish you
luck for the Riversymposium Poster
Award, sponsored by eWater CRC,
which will be announced in the clos-
ing plenary tomorrow

-17-
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ust over 100 delegates took part

in the River Restoration - Swan

Canning Riverpark and Endan-

gered Fish Species study tours
yesterday.

The day began at the Barrack Street
Jetty for the start of the River Restoration
Study Tour presented by the Swan Rver
Trust. About 60 delegates gathered at
the jetty for a Welcome to Country before
boarding the Miss Sandalford boat and
heading upstream on the iconic Swan

Study Tours Showcase Swan Canning
Riverpark and Leading Aquatic Research

River. During the cruise delegates were
presented with talks on local riverine
issues and shown foreshore restoration
sites, water quality improvement and
intervention approaches to river manage-
ment.
Following the end of the cruise at
the Swan Valley, delegates travelled to
Wharf Street Wetland where a construct-
ed filtration wetland tour demonstrated
effective intervention methodologies.
The Endangered Fish Species Study

Tour took delegates to the Aquaculture
& Native Fish Breeding Laboratory at
the University of Western Australia’s
Shenton Park Field Station — the largest
recirculating aquatic species research
system in Australia. The facility enables
students and scientists to pursue leading
edge aquatic science and fish reproduc-
tion research projects.

Delegates enjoyed a tour of the facility
and the chance to meet staff and stu-
dents to discuss current research.

About 60 delegates gathered at Barrack Street Jetty yesterday morning and enjoyed a Welcome to Country from Noongar Elder Leonard
Thorne before boarding a boat for a cruise upstream.

Inaugural River Youth Forum Delegates
Presented at Riversymposium

recommendations to the International
Riversymposium delegates during this
morning’s plenary session.

The Youth Forum included river sci-
ence presentations provided by local
experts with a focus on community
river values and how students could
help protect the rivers for the future,
networking with like-minded individuals
and schools.

Swan River Trust Program Coordi-
nator Angela Petrow said the event
increased students’ understanding of
river science and focused their atten-
tion on river values.

“This event recognises the vital role
the next generation play in protecting
our iconic Perth rivers and setting a
good example to other young people
around the world,” Mrs Petrow said.

“To present their findings at the
International Riversymposium allows
these students to be the voice of young
people and share their views with in-
ternational experts, a rare and exciting
opportunity.” A formal report will be pro-
duced after the River Youth Forum for
consideration by the Swan River Trust
and reported to Western Australia’s
Environment Minister Donna Faragher.

oung delegates presented
their views on how to protect
Perth’s rivers at this year's
International Riversymposium.
During the Riversymposium, an
inaugural Swan Canning Riverpark
Youth Forum developed by the Swan
River Trust saw approximately 85
students from Years 5-10 in the Swan
Canning Catchment gather to discuss
and workshop critical challenges faced
by the rivers and explore ideas for new
solutions.
Two Youth Ambassadors from the
River Youth Forum presented their

T
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The Value of Rivers
14th International Riversymposium in 2011

he 14th International River-
symposium, 26-29 Septem-
ber 2011, will explore the
multiple reasons that rivers
are valuable — the economics and
ecoservices, the cultural and spiritual
values, use of rivers in industry, the
environmental values of wild rivers
and keeping environmental flows

adequate. We will have a wetland
focus including the value of healthy
wetlands (and rivers) to human
health. Maintaining these valuable
assets requires good governance
and institutional arrangements so we
will run this theme along with peace
and conflict around rivers, restora-
tion of rivers, collection of data from

waterways and of course keeping the
community involved.

We will be running alongside the
50th Australian Society for Limnol-
ogy Conference and look forward to
welcoming you all back to Brisbane.
The full list of proposed themes will
be available on our website in late
November.

Today’s debate — are you ready to clap?

Arguments have been formed and
strategies decided on both sides of
the debating panel, ready to tackle
the controversial topic — Oceans are
our source for future water. Each

debate speaker will get the chance
to state their case for their side

and Professor Gary Jones, CEO of
eWater CRC, will facilitate questions
from each team and from you, the

audience.To decide the winner of the
debate, you will be asked to clap for
your side — the side with the loud-
est applause will then win this years’
debate.

UNESCO Hydrology for Environment Life and
Policy (HELP) Program

he UNESCO Hydrology for
Environment Life and Policy
(HELP) program is an inte-
grated water resource man-
agement initiative from the UNESCO
International Hydrology Program.
It has an extensive international
network which is able to provide
experience on collaborative water
management approaches for water
law, policy experts, water resource
managers and water scientists.

A public forum on HELP activities
globally — with a focus on Australian
HELP catchments — was held to in-
troduce the program to the Riversym-
posium delegates and seek feedback
regarding the program.

Key messages included opportu-
nities for sharing experiences was
critical to the success of the program.
This has been achieved through twin-
ning programs, exchanges and, more
recently, computer and online based

‘knowledge platforms’.

New water experts from all fields
are welcome and encouraged to join
the network and participate in the
UNESCO HELP activities in Australia
and globally.

For more information please con-
tact Jeff Camkin, UNESCO HELP
Australian Coordinator, jeff.camkin@
gmail.com.

1
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University of Queensland Researchers Develop
First National Water-Education Directory

ustralia's first water-edu-

cation resource website

has been developed by

researchers from The
University of Queensland (UQ) to
increase water and sustainability
awareness.

A wide range of materials, includ-
ing more than 700 online resourc-
es were provided by private and
public Australian organisations, as
well as government departments.
This collection now offers a single
point of access for teachers and
students from pre-school through
to secondary school.

Funded through the Australian
Government’s $12.9 billion wa-
ter reform initiative, Water for the
Future, and hosted by the Depart-
ment of the Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts, the website
is designed to support the curricu-

lum of each State and Territory.

With water not generally speci-
fied in the curricula, key concepts
and themes were used to con-
nect the online water resources
to required learning objectives,
according to project leader Will
Kershaw from the Working Group
for Cleaner Production (WGCP), in
the Faculty of Science at UQ.

“Our brief was to make it easy for
all Australian pre-school, primary
and secondary teachers to access
online water education resources
from across Australia and incorpo-
rate these into their lesson plans,”
sald Mr Kershaw.

“We created a website on which
the materials can be linked by key
themes and concepts to the learn-
ing objectives for any curriculum,
school level and subject. This has
given teachers the freedom and

flexibility to adapt a growing body
of water-education resources to
meet their specific needs,” he said.

Mr Kershaw and his colleagues
at the WGCP collaborated with
UQ researchers from the School
of Education and the Centre for
Biological Information Technol-
ogy to source and identify the best
resources, review the curricula and
develop the website.

Working with UQ’s main commer-
cialisation company, UniQuest, the
group was chosen over 19 other
tender applicants for the govern-
ment project.

Working closely with the former
Department of the Environment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts, the
website was successfully launched
on 1 February 2010. The website
can be viewed at www.environ-
ment.gov.au/wet

GOOD LUCK TO OUR FUTURE WATER LEADERS AWARD FINALISTS!

Once again we would like to wish Chris Hallett and Dominic Skinner good luck for the today’s announcement
of the winner of the Future Water Leaders Award. Chioe Munro, National Water Commissioner will have the
pleasure of making the announcement in the closing plenary.

Thanks to our sponsors:
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Program Summary

ednesday was the big-
gest day in the program.
The National and Inter-
nationai Riverprize win-
ners started our day by sharing their
excitement and great achievements.

Both showed extraordinary results
against challenging high pollutant
loads. Kuntala Lahiri Dutt gave a
beautiful presentation on the char-
lands in lower Bengal where popu-
lations live on marginal land in the
Damodar River delta region that does
not officially exist. Their land can
disappear rapidly during monsoon
flows and there is great conftict over
land as it becomes available. She
stressed the importance of under-
standing the lives of such popula-
tions in order fo really understand the
ecosystems and manage them.

Two very articulate girls represent-
ing the Youth Forum which ran the
last two days, impressed us with their
recommendations from the forum.

The feature session on transbound-

ary rivers took us across four conti-
nents to contrast and discuss issues
across borders.

There were two fabulous sessions
on the Swan Canning Rivers re-
search and innovation program and
their complex management program
that involves community across many
levels.

In the Ord River session an inter-
esting panel of users from different
sectors was utilised. They discussed
the plans, potential and challenges
for the area.

A common theme across the
environmental flows session was
the need to plan for uncertainty in a
changing world.

Don’t miss the six exciting sessions
today and of course the exciting de-
bate in the closing session.

Selina Ward Program Convenor

WesTrac Helping to Create a
Sustainable Future

t WesTrac we are work-
ing to create a sustainable
future for all communities
and to reduce our environ-
mental footprint by making these
practices part of our core business.
We are doing this by changing our
own actions and also by helping our
partners conduct their business in a
more sustainable way. Together with
our customers and other industry
leaders, we promote safety and the
efficient use of energy and materials
resources in our sector. For our cus-
tomers, this means providing them
with the best products and tech-
nologies available, enabling them
to work effectively and reduce their
environmental impact. We supply
them with a cradle-to-grave equip-
ment management solution; so that

they get the most out of the equip-
ment they buy from us and make
sure that at the end of its life it's
recycled or disposed of appropriately.
Within our own business we look
for daily sustainable practices such
as reducing energy consumption,
recycling waste at our facilities and
promoting environmentally friendly
methods.WesTrac is committed

o the continuous improvement of
company policies and to the perfor-
mance of all our machinery in order
to support our goals of increased
business suétainability and respon-
sible environmental behaviour. We
partner with organisations such as
the International Riverfoundation to
help encourage conservation and
to accelerate action for sustainable
evolution worldwide.

RIVER DIALOGUE WORKSHOP

River Dialogue Hl} was an interac-
tive workshop in which delegates
shared stories of corporate partner-
ships funding restoration projects.

A diverse audience of catchment
groups, NGOs and community
groups shared experiences — from
project funding taking up to five years
of relationship building to organisa-
tions choosing not to approach cor-
porates because of resource invest-
ment needed.

Some other keys messages from
the workshop included: chasing the
corporate doltar requires time and
expertise; a clear, mutually beneficial
purpose and sometimes a commit-
ment to tailoring your product to meet
the needs of the sponsor. There
were also examples of organisations
establishing a commercial business
to provide more income.

It was evident that catchment
management groups need skills in
relationship building, marketing and
proposal writing, and environmental
managers will need to become more
innovative and savvy to attract the
corporate dollar.

PROGRAM CHANGES

D1B Terry Korodaj replacing
Michael Wilson with a new pre-
sentation titled “Lots of solutions
everywhere but why don't people
change?”

D1C Jeff Camkin presenting on
behalf of Susana Neto

D1E Will Shenton not presenting

D1E Wei Liu presenting his paper
titled “Biological index applica-
tion in river health assessment in
Guijiang river.”

D1F Robin Smith already present-
ed in session B3D on Tuesday

The Daily News was produced by Newspa-
per Editor Jasmin Walker
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A Very Big Thank You to All Involved

he International WaterForum

would like to say a big thank

you to all who made the 13th

International Riversympo-
Sium a success.

Thank you to our keynote speakers
Dr Leon Braat, Dr Yoon Jung Cha, W/
Prof Richard Weller, Dr Roger Pul-
warty and Dr Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt for
sharing their expertise with us as well
as the case study representatives, Dr
Setiawan Wangsaatmaja, Dr Yao Yin
and Gavin Quibell who travelled great
distances to be here.

We are very grateful to all our
sponsors, without whose support this
event would not be possible. Our
appreciation goes to all who chaired
a session as well as to the many

Some Highlights
R f?‘\

Forum developed by the Swan River Trust.

Riverprize winners River Thames (left) and Derwent Estuary (right) receive tﬁeir awards at

Tuesday night's Riverprize Gala Dinner.

So Far...

Dr Yao Yin (centre) and Greg Claydon chat to a student at the Swan Canning Riverpark Youth

feature session coordinators.

Thank you to Dr Selina Ward, who
convened the diverse and exciting
program along with the diverse Pro-
gram Committee.

Thank you to the event manage-
ment team, Lynette Maxwell, Carla
Mathisen and Jessica Stonier whose
year round work and tireless efforts
on site result in the smooth running of
the conference.

Also to our student volunteers from
Central Tafe in Perth who have been
a great help running around in blue,
as well as Tegan Baker and Michael
Tyler for their help before the confer-
ence. .

Wendy and Andrew Flanagan have
done a wonderful job running the AV

Al

and technical aspects of the event.

Thank you to the WaterForum
Management Committee in particular
chair Barry Ball and Mark Pascoe,
CEO of the International WaterCen-
tre, our managing agent.

A big thank you to the Perth Ref-
erence Group who helped with our
transition to Perth for 2010 as well as
the four WA universities for their sup-
port at the start of the process.

Finally, a big thank you to all pre-
senters and delegates who have
made the 13th International River-
symposium the internationally recog-
nised river and water management
conference that is has become. We
look forward to seeing you in Bris-
bane, 26-29 September 20111

YOUR COMMENTS...

Akira wada, CTl Engineering Co.
LTD, Japan

“| have been to many conferences
around the world but this Riversym-
posium is the most well-organised
and perfectly prepared I've been
too...I very much liked the river res-
toration and community environment
topics. Community environment is a
new topic for us in Japan so it has
been very good seeing what Austra-
lia is doing with this.| really liked the
session on the importance of story-
telling to share knowledge and ! think
we could use this in Japan.”

Matt Hardy, eWater

“The Riversymposium has been
great for us because it's given us a
chance to sit down with people from
Australia and overseas and show
them what we do. This interaction is
much more effective than a phone
call or email.”

Keren Raiter, WA Dept of Water
“It's great to see groups and stake-
holders coming together and seeing
what they do with catchments...It's
been a great conference.”
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