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Customs Co-operation- Some Suggestions for Removal of Square Brackets
Title of this Article
Singapore’s suggestion that the title should read “Customs Co-operation Mechanism on Trade Facilitation and Compliance” merits consideration. 

Result: Removal of 6 square brackets.
Paragraph I

A.
(i) The words “endeavor”, “in accordance with its domestic law” and “may” and the square brackets around them may be deleted. Retention of the words “shall”, “in a manner consistent with its domestic law and procedures” and “whenever practicable” in square brackets in the text would fully take care of the concerns of all Members.
(ii) Ghana and Rwanda had suggested that the words “valuation of goods” should be changed to the words “value of goods”. The proponents are willing to consider the suggestion. It is as such proposed that the word “valuation” and the square bracket around it may be deleted.
(iii) The square brackets around the words “identified cases of” and “by the importer or exporter” may be deleted. 

(iv) The word “filed” in the last line may be replaced by the word “submitted”. This is Nepal’s suggestion. 
B.

(i) The word “should” in paragraph 3 (b) and the square bracket around it may be deleted. Retention of the words “shall” and “may” should take care of the concerns of Members.
Result: Removal of 7 square brackets.

Paragraph III

A.

(i) The words “to the extent possible” and the square bracket around it may be deleted. This was the suggestion of Canada and Hong Kong, China. The proponents are willing to consider this suggestion.
Result: Removal of 1square bracket.

Paragraph IV

A. 
Option A may be deleted. 4 square brackets will be reduced.
B. 
(i) The square brackets around the words “written” and “brief” may be deleted.
(ii) The words “including documents” in (b) and the square bracket around it may be deleted.
(iii) The word “it” in (c) and the square bracket around it may be deleted. The square bracket around the words “the Member” may also be deleted.
(iv) The words “it” in (d) and the square bracket around it may be deleted. The word “requesting” and the square bracket around the words “the Member” may be deleted. The square brackets around the words “had” may also be deleted. Further, the word “required” and the square bracket around it may be deleted.
(v) The square bracket before the number “1” and after the words “paragraph III” may be deleted.

(vi) Sub-paragraph (e) may be deleted. The matter is squarely covered by (a).

Result: Removal of 22 square brackets.

Paragraph V

(i) The words “in accordance with its domestic law” and the square bracket around it may be deleted. Retention of the words “shall”, “may” and “in a manner consistent with its domestic law and procedures” in square brackets in the text would fully take care of the concerns of Members.

 (ii) The square bracket before the number “1” and after the words “law and procedures” may be deleted.

(iii) The words “as well as in the additional documents” and the square bracket around it   in sub-paragraph (a) may be deleted. The words do not appear to add any value.
(iv) The words “filed” and “with” in sub-paragraph (b) and the square brackets around them may be deleted. This is to accommodate Nepal’s suggestion to substitute the word “filed” with the word “submitted”. 
(v) The words “within a reasonable period of time” in sub-paragraph (d) and the square bracket around it may be deleted. There are plenty of options which should take care of the concerns of Members.
Result: Removal of 8 square brackets.

Paragraph VI

(i) The square bracket around the word “and/” and the letter “s” in the first line may be deleted. The letters and words “a” and “requested” and the square brackets around them may be deleted.

(ii) The words “Require” and “filed” and the square brackets around them in sub-paragraph (b) (i) may be deleted. The word “require” is used in the first line. Use of this word in sub-paragraph (b) (i) will not therefore be proper. Further, the square brackets around the words “Call for” and “submitted” may be removed.
(iii) The square bracket around the words “Initiate inquiries to obtain the information” in sub-paragraph (b) (ii) may be deleted.
(iv) The square bracket around the word “and/” in sub-paragraph (c) may be deleted.

(v) Sub-paragraphs (e) and (g) may be deleted as the matter is squarely covered by sub-paragraph (f).
Result: Removal of 13 square brackets.

Paragraph VII

(i)The Option B may be deleted. The content can be accommodated in Paragraph VI to read: “[(h) translate into any language the information [and/or documents.]]”
Result: Removal of 4 square brackets.

Paragraph VIII
(i)Option A may be deleted, as the matter is covered by Option B.
(ii) The square bracket around the word “and/” in Option B may be deleted.
(iii) The square bracket around the words “in writing” in Option B may be deleted.
Result: Removal of 4 square brackets.

Paragraph IX
A.

(i) The square bracket around the word “strictly” in the first, second and third alternatives may be deleted. Would be consistent with the language used in the Customs Valuation Agreement and the Agreement on Rules of Origin.
Result: Removal of 3 square brackets.

Paragraph X

(i) The square bracket around the words “within its administration” may be deleted.
Result: Removal of 1 square bracket.

Paragraph XI

(i) The expression “[and/] [or documents]” may be replaced by the expression “[and/or documents]” so as to keep the language uniform.

Result: Removal of 1 square bracket.

Paragraph XII

(i) Alternative B may be deleted and the expression “except for requests that are made in cases of highest relevance” in square bracket may be added at the end of the first sentence of Option A. The sentence will thus read: “A Member shall not [make] [request] more than [X] [consignments for information] [requests for information [and/or documents] from another Member in a calendar year [except for requests that are made in cases of highest relevance]”. Also the outer square bracket in Option A may be deleted. 
(ii) The sentence “[A requested Member shall respond in writing, whether paper or electronic means, to a request made [pursuant to this proposal.]” may be shifted from this paragraph and placed as a stand-alone paragraph.

Result: Removal of 7 square brackets.

Paragraph XIII

(i)The paragraph presently reads: “[A requested Member may postpone or refuse providing more than [X] requests for information [and/or documents] from [[another] [the same]] Member in a calendar year. [Reasons for such a postponement or refusal shall immediately be communicated to the Member making the request.]]” The placement of this provision as a separate paragraph does not appear to be necessary. The provision can be kept as an alternative to the provision in Paragraph XII.

(ii)  The sentence “[A requested Member shall respond in writing, whether paper or electronic means, to a request made [pursuant to this proposal.]” may be shifted from paragraph XII to this paragraph and read as a separate paragraph.
Result: Addition of 2 square brackets.

Paragraph XIV

(i) The square bracket around the words “to so provide” may be deleted.

Result: Removal of 1 square bracket.
Paragraph XV

(i) The square bracket around the words “Notwithstanding what is contained in the preceding paragraphs” may be deleted.

Result: Removal of 1 square bracket.

Paragraph XVII

(i) The word “proposal” and the square bracket around it in paragraph 2 may be deleted.

Result: Removal of 1 square bracket.

Total: Removal of 78 square brackets
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