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      Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum

2010 ECONOMY REPORT
SINGAPORE
I.
National Organisation of Legal Metrology on Weights and Measures

The authority for legal metrology on weights and measures is SPRING Singapore. The Weights and Measures Office (WMO) is a department within the Quality and Standards Group of SPRING Singapore and is administering the Weights and Measures Programme. To ensure a uniform and accurate system of weights and measures in Singapore, WMO: 

(a) Designates Authorised Verifiers to perform verification on weighing and 

measuring instruments for trade use
(b) Registers approved pattern of weighing and measuring instruments
(c) Inspects weighing and measuring instruments used for trade purposes for inaccuracies and to ensure that they have not been tampered with. To inspect pre-packaged goods or goods sold to ensure that they are not short weight or short measure
(d) Investigates complaints/tip-offs pertaining to weight and measure matters from consumers and traders. 
II.
Singapore Weights and Measures Legislation

The revised Weights and Measures Act and Weights and Measures Regulations were enacted since 1 Jan 2006.  The revision is to ensure that the Weights and Measures Programme remains relevant for consumers and businesses and aligned with international practices.   

The key elements of the legislation are:

1.
Authorised Verifier Scheme

In the Authorised Verifier (AV) Scheme, private sector bodies can apply to be designated by SPRING Singapore to handle the verification of weighing and measuring instruments for trade use.  

To date, SPRING has designated 22 AVs who are empowered to verify weighing and measuring instruments.  Since January 2009, these 22 AVs handle 100% of the total verification works.      

2.
Average Quantity System

SPRING is continually sharing with pre-packaging companies the requirements of the Average Quantity System (AQS).  It achieves this by conducting training courses to the industry and visiting packers/importers on the requirements of pre-packaged goods in accordance with OIML R87.  For 2010, a briefing session on the AQS would be held in October 2010. Some 250 participants would be invited to this briefing.

3.
OIML Recommendations

The Maximum Permissible Errors for weighing and measuring instruments as well as pre-packaged goods are in accordance with the relevant OIML Recommendations.  

III.
Verification of CNG Dispensers
SPRING participated in the APLMF Training Course on Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) Fuel Dispensers in June 2006.  The course enabled SPRING to have the know-how on the verification procedures for CNG dispensers and the required test equipment.  

In August 2009, the world’s largest CNG refueling station and the first full-service CNG refueling station CNG in Singapore opened for business. Sited at Old Toh Tuck Road off Bukit Timah, the 7,066m2 station has 46 verified CNG dispensers, as well as a convenience store, a motor workshop and a car wash. 

To date, all dispensers at five CNG refueling stations - four on mainland Singapore and one on Jurong Island - have been verified.

As part of our on-going effort to upgrade the competence of AVs to include verification of CNG dispensers, a training workshop on verifying CNG dispensers was held on 18 November 2009. This expansion of the scope of AV designation will result in CNG dispensers being verified more efficiently and made available for use more quickly, thereby lowering compliance costs for businesses, who in turn, could pass on these cost savings to customers. 

To document the experiences and knowledge shared during the training workshop, an article on the workshop was drafted and published in the APLMF Circular, No 64.  

IV.
User Education and Outreach: APEC/APLMF Training Course on Mass Flow Meter

SPRING Singapore hosted the APEC/APLMF Training Course on Mass Flow Meter with trainers from The Netherlands from 6 to 9 July 2010 in Holiday Inn Atrium, Singapore. The workshop aimed to not only enhance the technical capabilities of its participants but to also develop harmonised verification procedures for the control of mass flow meters. Some 50 overseas and local participants attended the training course. 
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