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1/

Minor Changes to Weights and Measures Regulations


On the 1st April 2010, several minor changes to the Weights and Measures Regulations 1999 came into force. All of the changes were of a minor technical nature and were implemented in order to correct anomalies or streamline certain regulations. A number of changes were in relation to the adoption of OIML MPE’s or terminology.
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Consumer Law Reform Discussion Paper


In June 2010, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs released a discussion paper seeking submissions on several consumer laws that deal with the purchase of goods and services. These laws, taken together, seek to promote better outcomes for consumers.


The principal consumer laws dealing with the purchase of goods and services in New Zealand are:

· Fair Trading Act 1986

· Consumer Guarantees Act 1993

· Weights and Measures Act 1987

· Auctioneers Act 1928

· Door to Door Sales Act 1967

· Lay-by Sales Act 1971

· Unsolicited Goods and Services Act 1975.

As part of the government’s commitment to regulatory responsibility, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs is undertaking a review of the consumer laws listed above with the view to achieving reform.

One of the specific aims of the review is to look at the feasibility of consolidating the various Acts into one Act. MAPSS has raised concerns in relation to including the Weights and Measures Act in to one Act for a number of reasons. Principle amongst these is that it would be out of step with international practice in relation to other legal metrology law. Also the Weights and Measures Act is a technically based piece of legislation, where the other consumer laws tend to be principal based. And there is a risk that the Weights and Measures Act would lose its identity, and it may be harder for businesses and other users to find if it is incorporated in more generic legislation. Being able to locate the law is a key element of its transparency, which is an essential feature of good law. One of the objectives of the review is having in place law that is readily accessible to those who are affected by it.
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Pattern Approvals


2010 has been a busy year with a total of 54 Approval Applications were processed and completed:  

· 24 Overseas Based Approvals – this involves assessment and approval of equipment produced overseas in terms of legal compliance and suitability for use in New Zealand

· 15 Variant Approvals – this arises when a supplier of equipment has made some significant modifications to a piece of equipment

· 15 In-Situ Approvals - these are approvals of equipment which are in fixed locations and need to be assessed and approved in the location where they will be used.

The assessment and approvals work supports New Zealand business and can help resolve weighing and measuring problems and help manufacturers with design issues.  For example: assessment and advice was given to an aviation site in New Plymouth in relation to a twin nozzle aviation fuel dispenser. In another case the MAPSS Pattern Approvals Officers was able to give a New Zealand weighbridge manufacturer advice which helped overcome some critical problems with the design of a weighbridge.

There is also an important international trade component to this work and New Zealand is a signatory to the declaration of mutual confidence in OIML Mutual Acceptance Arrangements for certain categories of equipment.  This work can help New Zealand businesses compete internationally.  One example of this was the pattern approval assessment of a platform scale for a livestock management systems company. MAPSS was able to assist and provide a test report detailing the technical issues that have to be addressed to meet Argentinean Weights and Measures requirements.

4/
Regional Workshop on Metrology Legislation for the Pacific Islands

This workshop was hosted and largely presented by MAPSS, and sponsored by PTB, the national metrology institute of Germany.  It was held in Auckland on 24-26 November 2009.  The workshop was developed in response to issues identified in an Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum Pacific Island States workshop held in Australia in October 2008.  The aim of the workshop was to help formulate a model law for metrology which took into consideration the framework conditions in the south Pacific Island states by addressing their specific needs; the outcome of which would be a model law for metrology for the Pacific Island states that can enable implementation of efficient and effective legislation.

The methods utilised were presentations (symposiums), workshops with break-out sessions in sub-groups, and a laboratory visit.  One of the workshop sessions was aimed at updating and familiarising all participants with the current status of legal metrology activities in the Pacific Island economies represented namely; Fiji, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, and Tonga.  Each participant provided an update on the current legal metrology situation in their economy; the updates being highly informative which stimulated active discussion and clarified the national needs within the Pacific.  The presenters used the information obtained from the updates provided by the participants and the workshop session as a whole to focus the material presented and the content of sessions held later in the workshop to address the needs that were identified.  The key issues and needs identified were things such as: outdated legislation requiring review, training and up-skilling of staff being an ongoing priority, and new infrastructure needed.

The laboratory visit took participants to the MAPSS Auckland office, where they were shown the equipment used to undertake the MAPSS Legal Metrology (Trade Measurement) role and to support the New Zealand metrology infrastructure.  Discussion and explanation of the fundamental metrology services undertaken by MAPSS also occurred, which enabled active discussion clarifying the needs for test equipment and laboratory buildings in each Pacific Island state.

5/
OIML R79, R87 Training in Kuwait

Between; 12 - 14 April 2010, a Senior MAPSS Officer delivered training in Kuwait. The training was requested by the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Gulf Standardization Organization (GSO) and Kuwait Public Authority for Industry. The training was on the implementation of OIML R79 (Labelling requirements for pre-packaged products) and OIML R87 (Quantity of product in pre-packages).  It was based on both theory and practical aspects of the OIML recommendations.

There were 29 participants from; 

· National Standards bodies (NSBs), Gulf Standardization Organization (GSO), [GSO members were from each of the 6 member countries - Bahrain, Kuwait, Quatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates]. Council headquarters are in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.

· Ministry of Commerce, Saudi Arabia.

· Customs, Saudi Arabia.

· Saudi Food and Drug Authority (SFDA).

The training will help harmonise international legal metrology requirements for industry and regulators, in order to reduce technical barriers to trade.

International trade in pre-packaged products is seen as an area where the harmonisation and implementation of OIML recommendations can reduce compliance costs to industry and regulators and will have flow on effects to industry, regulators and consumers.
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