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1. Incorporating Technical Requirements of Measuring Instruments into the JIS

Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) is currently reviewing and revising all technical requirements on the specified measuring instruments presently described in the cabinet orders supplementing the Measurement Law. 

This revision aims to incorporate the technical requirements into the Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS). After the revision, the technical requirements on each specified measuring instrument would actually refer to the corresponding item in the JIS. 

This process, so-called “incorporating technical requirements into JIS,” would enable us to amend such technical requirements more timely and quickly, corresponding to the revision of international standard and technical innovation. 

So far, technical requirements of the eight specified measuring instruments* have been amended by incorporating the requirements into JIS. METI plans to complete this project in regard to all other technical requirements of specified measuring instrument.

In 2010, METI revised the Enforcement Order of Measurement Act and excluded three types of instruments from the specified measuring instruments controlled under legal metrology. The instruments excluded were Junkers-type heat meters, bomb-type heat meters and Beckmann thermometers. 

* Taximeters, nonautomatic weighing instruments, clinical thermometers: mercury in glass, clinical electrical thermometers, meters for cold and hot water, non–invasive automated sphygmomanometers, fuel oil flow meters, and illuminance meters.
2. Participation in the OIML Activities

In 2006, National Metrology Institute of Japan (NMIJ) signed DoMC (Declaration of Mutual Confidence) in the framework of the MAA (Mutual Acceptance Arrangement) as the Issuing Participant for OIML R60 (Load Cell) and R76 (Nonautomatic Weighing Instruments). 

In 2009, NMIJ obtained accreditations by IAJapan (International Accreditation Japan) for entire scope of DoMCs of R60 and R76 based on the ISO/IEC 17025 and Guide 65. At the same time, the scope of the testing capability for load cells (R60) is extended up to 20 t by reflecting a capacity of a new testing facility.

MAA intends to realize mutual acceptance of the test report of type approval validated with the OIML Certificates of Conformity under the MAA, which enables ‘one-stop-testing’ for the manufacturers. Japan embraces the significance of MAA in order to facilitate the international harmonization in legal metrology, and NMIJ is engaged in the implementation of the MAA on R60 and R76 with respect to perspectives of the domestic manufacturers in this field.

3. Other Activities in Metrology in 2010

In association with the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), NMIJ has conducted a training course on legal metrology for three months in many places in Japan. In August 2010, we conducted a four-days JICA complementary course in Malaysia hosted by SIRIM Berhad. Moreover, NMIJ has been supported a series of APEC/APLMF Seminar and Training Courses such as the Workshop on Software Controlled Measuring Instrument held in August 2010 in Thailand. 
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