[image: image1.png]


      Asia-Pacific Legal Metrology Forum

2010 Work Group Report

Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of the future training programs
After the third workshop “APLMF/APEC Workshop on Metrology in Food Safety and Agricultural Products” in September, 2009 in Vietnam, the chairperson looked for a possibility of future training program in agricultural measurements by taking account of the request from the member economies.

2. Contribution to the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 and TC17/SC8
The WG monitored the activities of OIML TC17/SC1 (Humidity) and TC17/SC8 (Instruments for quality analysis of agricultural products) in regard to the three documents shown below. The chairperson will also attend the TC17/SC1 & SC8 meetings on 27-29, 2010 in Orlando, USA.
(1) TC17/SC1 R92 "Wood-Moisture Meters - Verification Methods and Equipment: General Provisions (1989)": 
A request of periodical review on R92 was sent from the joint secretariat in PR China and USA to the P (participating) members of SC1 in December 2009. This recommendation will be submitted to the 45th CIML meeting on 21-24 in Orlando asking for re-approval by the CIML members.

(2) TC17/SC1 R59 "Moisture Meters for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds (1984)": 
CD5 (5th committee draft) of R59 was sent from the secretariat to the P members in March, 2009. Based on the comments from the members, discussion on the revision of R59 will take place at the TC17/SC1 meeting in Orlando.

(3) TC17/SC8 New Recommendation on "Protein Measuring Instruments for Cereal Grains and Oilseeds":  
CD2 was sent from the secretariat in Australia to the P members in February 2010. Based on the comments returned from the members, discussion on the committee draft will take place at the TC17/SC8 meeting in Orlando.
2011 Work Group Report

Working Group on Quality Measurements of Agricultural Products
1. Planning of the future training programs.
The three workshops in 2007-2009 on agricultural measurements, food safety and product safety have been finished successfully. However, it seems more difficult to keep the APEC fund for such activities. In other hand, there are strong needs from some member economies to continue the activity on grain moisture measurement. 
Taking account of the current situation, the WG consider that we shall go back to the original background of legal metrology by finding a way to continue a training program on grain moisture through discussion with other WGs and Secretariat. Presently, the chairperson is looking for two alternative possibilities; (1) organizing training course with voluntary support from the host economy, trainers and APLMF, or (2) find other source(s) of fund. In the case of (1), the trainees will probably participate from the host economy with own fund.

2. Contribution to the OIML TC17

The WG as well as Japan aims to contribute OIML TC17/SC1 and SC8 by dispatching delegates to their meetings. The WG also aims to contribute to harmonize between the activities of the OIML TC/SCs and APLMF in agricultural measurements.
3. Discussion on the development of protocol of international comparison

The international comparison of rice moisture meters is still requested in the member economies. It is necessary to develop a protocol for international comparison since metrological control on grain moisture meters is different among member economies. The WG will continue a discussion to find out a possibility to develop the protocol for a future intercomparison in the member economies in contact with the experts in this field.
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