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The influence of a new inhabitant mother on her child’s peer relationship
Lo-Hsun Lee
National Academy for Educational Research
Abstract

As new mhabitant children enter kindergarten, their way to participate in group and get along with peers
become a new issue. This study explores how a new inhabitant mother influences her four-year-old boy’s peer
relationship in a kindergarten class and the meaning behind her actions. Data collection methods include
observation, interviews and socio-metric method.

The results are as following:

When the boy had started kindergarten, most of the time, he was a quiet and withdrawn, observer and he
had difficulty in oral expression. He had no contact with any peer at all. Later on, he attempted to get his peers’
attention by patting or kicking which caused complaint and rejection. He was unwelcome in the class.

Through mterviewing with the mother, this study found that her lonely childhood experience in Vietnam
resulted in her cold and detached personality as well as her relation with her child. With low income, she could
not afford to offer her child toys, picture books or any paid activities. Therefore, when compared with his peers,
the boy was considered as developmental delay. Furthermore, her inadequate oral expressions and behavior at
home also had negative influence on the boy’s interactions with peers.

At school, as teachers consistently coached him the appropriate social skills, helped him with oral practice
and praised on his outstanding performance at drawing, the boy’s negative image had gradually changed and
became accepted by peers:

In conclusion, while helping the boy learn and develop, the new mhabitant mother needs suitable parenting

in line with support for interpersonal network and career training.

Keywords: new inhabitant mother, peer relationship, parenting
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