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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

DEPARTMENT OF EAST ASIAN LANGUAGES AND CIVILIZATIONS
2 DIVINITY AVENUE

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02 13 8

TELEPHONE 6 1 7- 49 5-27 5 4

FAX 6 17- 4 96- 6 04 0
July 19, 2009

Dear Professor Yang,

We would like to invite you to participate in an international conference
titted “Humanistic International: Humanism, China, Globalism,” to be held at
Harvard University on March 5-6, 2010. Sponsored by the CCK Foundation for
International Scholarly Exchange, Fudan University, Shanghai, and National
Taiwan University, Taipei, the conference intends to bring together a group of
scholars in different disciplines to engage in a dialogue regarding humanism in
the contemporary context.

The title of the conference “Humanistic nternational” was drawn from a
lecture, “Humanistic Education in China and in the West,” of Irving Babbitt
(1865-1933), who taught at Harvard University from 1894 to 1933. Babbitt
gave this lecture to a group of overseas Chinese students in 1921. Babbitt
promoted “humanism” as a way to cope with the consequences of modernity,
highlighting the confluence of the thoughts of “human” in Chinese and Western
traditions, the reciprocal relations between selfhood and sociality, decorum
and democracy, and the importance of humanistic education in the
contemporary college. Above all, Babbitt called for a “humanistic international”
which he believed was crucial to a new world order. Babbitt’s theory exerted a
huge impact on his Chinese students such as Wu Mi (1894-1978), Mei
Guangdi (1890-1945), and Liang Shiqiu (1903-1987), who later formed a
humanistic discourse in the '20s and ’30s China and gave rise to a heated
debate on humanism versus revolutionism.

We want to stress that Irving Babbitt serves as a polemical starting point
of the conference—partially thanks to his Harvard connection. It is well known
that Babbitt has been deemed conservative in American academia; likewise,
his Chinese disciples have been labeled reactionary or antirevolutionary in



post-1949 China. But the questions Babbitt cast, if not his answers, remain
highly relevant to our time. What concern us are questions such as: What
compelled Babbitt to bring China, or a Chinese imaginary, to bear on his
critique of Western humanities? How have modern Chinese intellectuals,
through the debate over humanism(s), come to play a crucial role in the
making of global humanistic discourse? Most important, next to Babbitt, what
other voices of humanism in the modern world should be reassessed in one’s
rethinking of the humanities, as an academic subject, a cultural institution, and
a lived experience, in the new century?

China is being featured in the conference insofar as it provides a specific
space in which an array of humanistic provocations and practices—from Greco
humanism to liberal humanism, from Renaissance humanism to
Neo-Confucian humanism, from various Marxist/Maoist engagements with
humanism to Irving Babbitt’s brand of humanism, from Lu Xun and his brother
Zhou Zuoren’s call for “human literature” in the 20s to Wang Xiaoming and
Chen Sihe’s call for restoration of “humanistic spirit” in the 90s—are brought
into play. We believe that the roots and ramifications of these thoughts and
campaigns in China and elsewhere constitute a dynamic subject to anyone
interested in the studies of humanism in a comparative, cosmopolitan sense.
We sincerely hope that you will attend this conference, either presenting a
paper or serving as commentator, or joining a roundtable discussion. Attached
please find Dr. Lindsay Waters’ proposal for your reference. Thank you very
much for your consideration; we look forward to your positive reply. Should you
have any questions, please feel free to contact David Wang at
dwang@fas.harvard.edu or conference assistant Andrew Rodekohr at
rodekohr@fas.harvard.edu.

Sincerely,

David Der-wei Wang

Edward C. Henderson Professor of Chinese Literature, Harvard University
Lindsay Waters

Executive Editor for the Humanities, Harvard University Press
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Humanistic International: Humanism, China, Globalism
March 5-6, 2010

Harvard University

*please note that this schedule is tentative and subject to change*

Friday, March 5

10:00 am Opening Remarks from the Conference Organizers

10:10 am — 11:50 am Humanism in Historical Perspectives

Chair: Jonathan Spence, Yale University

Discussant: Hua Hsu, Vassar College / Harvard University

Paul A Bové, University of Pittsburgh

“Historical Humanist American Style: Henry Adams from Baghdad to China”
CHENG Yu-yu, National Taiwan University

“‘Wen and Ming: Based on the Analogy of Tian wen and Ren wen”
Theodor Dunkelgriin, University of Chicago

“Biblical Humanism, Oriental Philology and the Confluence of Textual
Tradition”

Lindsay Waters, Harvard University Press

“The Key That Unlocks All Doors: Radical Philology”

11:50 am — 1:00 pm LUNCH BREAK

1:00 pm - 2:30 pm Humanism and Pre-Modern Chinese Intellectual
Traditions

Chair: James Robson, Harvard University

Discussant: Annping Chin, Yale University

CHEN Chaoying, National Taiwan University

‘Human Being as Species-Being: A Reconsideration of Xunzi’s Humanism”
HSIAO Li-hua, National Taiwan University

“The Spirit of Humanism in Buddhism”

YANG Rur-bin, National Tsing Hua University

“Why Confucianism Needs Zhuangzi”

2:50 pm — 4:20 pm Humanism and Modern Chinese Intellectual Traditions
Chair: WANG Hui, Tsinghua University / Harvard University
Discussant: David Der-wei Wang, Harvard University

Barry Keenan, Denison University

“The Nineteenth-Century Synthesis in Confucian Learning”



YANG Yang, East China Normal University

“Irving Babbitt in the Cultural Context of Contemporary China”

Jing Tsu, Yale University

“‘Humanism: An Experiment in Self-Help”

4:40 pm — 5:40 pm ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Chair: Paul A Bové, University of Pittsburgh

Ann Blair, Harvard University

Theodor Dunkelgriin, University of Chicago

Sarah G. Ross, Boston College

Viren Murthy, University of Ottawa

6:00 pm Dinner at Harvard Faculty Club

Saturday, March 6

10:00 am Keynote Speech by TU Weiming, Harvard University
10:30 am — 12:00 pm Humanistic Encounters Between China and the
World

Chair: CHENG Yu-yu, National Taiwan University

Discussant: Steve Owen, Harvard University

Hua Hsu, Vassar College / Harvard University

“Title”

Sarah G. Ross, Boston College

“Doctor Francesco Longo and the ‘Wise Men of the East’ in Sixteenth-
Century Venice”

Eric Hayot, Penn State University

‘Humanism’s Test: China, the West, and the World”

12:00 pm — 1:10 pm LUNCH BREAK

1:10 pm — 2:40 pm Humanism and Revolutionary History

Chair: ZHANG Enhua, University of Massachusetts

Discussant: Carlos Rojas, Duke University

Andy Rodekohr, Harvard University

“Qu Qiubai, Tenderhearted Communism, and Superfluous Humanism”
WANG Ban, Stanford University

“Socialist Humanism and Revolutionary Culture in China”

Satoru Hashimoto, Harvard University

“The Question of the Human in Modern Chinese Aesthetics: Zhu Guanggian,
Li Zehou, and the Vichian Tradition of Humanism”

3:00 pm — 4:30 pm Humanism and Enlightenment: The Case of Lu Xun
Chair: Shuang Shen, Penn State University

Discussant: Ted Huters, University of California, Los Angeles



WANG Hui, Tsinghua University / Harvard University

“The Voices of Good and Evil: What Is Enlightenment?: Rereading Lu Xun’s
‘On Destroying Evil Voices™

Viren Murthy, University of Ottawa

“Lu Xun, Takeuchi and the Possibilities of a Different Humanism”
Gloria Davies, Monash University

“Lu Xun’s Human Path”

4:50 pm — 5:50 pm ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Chair: Lindsay Waters, Harvard University Press

Ted Huters, University of California, Los Angeles

WANG Ban, Stanford University

Eric Hayot, Penn State University

Gloria Davies, Monash University

6:00 pm Banquet Dinner



