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Huong Le Thu, PhD student from IDAS, NCCU attend to the Harvard Conference
2010, Harvard Project on Asian and International Relations (HPAIR), ..Asia Ascendant,
Seizing New Heights”. The process of recruitment and selection was severe and Huong
Le Thu was happy to successfully compete with young researchers from all over the
world and be accepted to the Harvard Conference, in February 18-22 2010 in
Cambridge, Boston.

The conference had 2 plenary session, one workshop and 6 panels, where delegates
were assigned to and have to do preparation in advance. Thanks to her personal
experiences, Huong Le Thu was invited by the HPAIR committee to act as a group
leader for the case study “ASEAN future development™ in the Regionalism Panel.
Participation in the conference was very insightful, with many excellent speakers and
eager young researchers from top worldwide universities. Huong LE Thu and her
classmate Janet Tan, were the only two to represent Taiwan university, NCCU and
promoted for IDAS program. They also actively negotiated with HPAIR director to
consider sister partnership with NCCU Asia-Pacific Studies Association for the future
exchanges, as well as inviting them to attend up-coming IDAS conference in June
2010.
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The HPAIR annual conferences have been held since 1991 and bring together students from
renowned universities around the world on the one hand, and leaders in academia, government, |
business as well as the arts on the other. HPAIR is a student-run organization of the Harvard
University Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and the 5-day event in Harvard is a cooperative
partnership between students and faculty. The conference is actually constructed to also act as
an academic program. It consists of six workshops that actively engage students and bring them
together with distinguished speakers to explore issues ranging from international security and
economics to culture and environment. The topic of the 2010 Conference was “Asia Ascendant
— Reaching New Heights” and the six panels included topics such as Asian leadership, global
environment, regionalism in Asia, Asian perspective on economic crisis, Asia-Pacific security, |
and education issues in Asia. Huong participated in different panel discussions — regionalism in
Asia. Under her panel, Huong also had the privilege to act as the group leader and moderate the
discussion in the ASEAN study group, where she focused on community-building in the region |
since the ASEAN Charter came into effect. Delegates prepare beforehand to the discussion and |
to play their interest groups very well. The debates were heated and we learned a lot from the
“mocked ASEAN meeting” process. Most insightful experience for me was to be able to listen
and interact with distinguished scholars as guest speakers, including: Jorge I. Dominguez, Dale
W. Jorgenson and Richard N. Cooper from Harvard University, and the participation in
Negotiation skills workshop led by a member of Harvard Law School, the member of Harvard
Negotiation Training Corps.

HPAIR was also a very good opportunity for us to practice social networking, we had delegates
party, reception and the Gala dinner at Ritz Carton to socialize with each other as well as

invited speakers. | made connection with the HPAIR organizer and expressed the will to help
with organization future Harvard Conference, if consider to take place in Taiwan. The first
Asian Conference of HPAIR actually took place in Taiwan in 1991, so it would be a good
come-back after 20 years and serve a excellent promotion of Taiwan. We expressed the will to
establish sister-relations between HPAIR and Asia-Pacific Studies Association, based in IDAS
program, and invited Harvard students to participate in our up-coming IDAS International
Conference in June 2010.
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National Chengchi University students should take an active participation in
international conference and symposium. HPAIR Harvard Conference would be
a very excellent opportunity to practice academic capabilities, as well as
negotiation and communication skills. IDAS seeks for establishing a
cooperation and partnership with Harvard students organization, so that in
future can ensure NCCU students frequent exchange.
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