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摘要: 

行政院新聞局資料編譯處英文今日台灣(Taiwan Today)電子報，於98年10月24日至11月4日派何薦任科員家宜赴英國採訪，採訪之方向為探究台灣與此區域之經貿、文化及學術交流關係，本出國報告即根據此次採訪成果撰寫，內容包括採訪目的、過程、心得及建議。

本次採訪內容共撰稿4篇文章：第一篇係專訪外交部駐英國代表處張代表小月，探討有關當前台英經貿、科技、教育及文化等交流情形；第二篇專訪英國著名非政府組織Asia House執行長Tim Holmes，探討台英文化交流合作關係；第三篇專訪英國倫敦大學亞非學院(School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London) 台灣研究中心副主任Dafydd Fell討論台英學術合作關係；第四篇分別專訪英國大英博物館 (British Museum) 及國立故宮博物院之數位典藏計畫主持人Pamela Young及謝俊科科長，比較當前博物館業影像數位典藏計畫。前3篇文章已同時見諸於2009年12月11及25日與2010年1月22日之今日台灣電子報特稿政治社會(Feature-Sociopolitical)項下，另第4篇預計於刊登於4月號之台灣評論月刊(Taiwan Review)。

目的:

按英國與台灣雖無邦交，但雙方在商務、教育及文化方面等領域上保持著緊密的非官方關係，且英國亦為僅次於美國之第二大台灣留學生目的國；另該國亦於2009年3月宣布持台灣護照赴英免簽證之措施，可見雙方互動之密切。有鑒於此，TT因此實地採訪當地相關領域專家及官員，就以下議題撰刊報導，以增進國際人士對台英關係現況認識。

(一)、雙邊關係往來: 台英經貿往來相當密切，台灣為英國第43大出口市場。 2008年英國出口台灣的貿易總額為8.36億英鎊；英國為台灣在歐洲的第三大貿易夥伴，台灣對歐洲的投資70% 集中在英國。

(二) 探討兩國密切互動民間學術交流：倫敦大學亞非學院（簡稱SOAS）於1999年設有「臺灣研究中心」(Taiwan Center)，SOAS為第一個在英語系國家設有「臺灣研究」碩士課程之大學，該課程研究方向較主要研究臺灣的政治經濟、選舉、民主運動與中國政治經濟的比較研究，並討論該中心之運作情況與未來發展前景歐洲角度下之兩岸關係。
(三) 探討雙方文化交流：由於台英雙方文化交流相當緊密，藉採訪當地著名非政府組織Asia House，以了解雙方如何一起合作提升台灣文化在英國的能見度。另由於當前博物館業皆展開數位典藏計畫，有鑒於英國大英博物館(British Museum)及國立故宮博物院(National Palace Museum)並列世界五大博物館，藉由分別採訪大英及故宮該項計畫之主持人，進一步比較雙方在執行該項數位計畫之共通性與差異性。

過程:  

此次英國行採訪之行共計12日，10月24日至11月4日停留於英國倫敦，期間歷經8個工作日，採訪了外交部駐英國代表張代表、英國非政府組織Asia House執行長 Tim Holmes、活動公關Malcolm McNeill、倫敦大學亞非學院台灣研究中心副主任Dafydd Fell、該中心德籍留學Hardina Ohlendorf及英國大英博物數位典藏計畫執行長Pamela Young等6人。此外，採訪人員利用空檔及週末期間在當地拍攝照片，以備日後配合文字刊出。

心得及建議:

此次採訪行程一切順利，受訪者皆悉心於採訪前備妥資料。感謝英國貿易文化辦事處 ( British Trade and Cultural Office in Taipei ) 及英新處協助，讓採訪者得以迅速和當地來自產、官、學之受訪者取得聯繫。

藉由此次採訪，不但有助於了解當前台英交流互動之情形，並可提供我相關單位作為未來相關業務推動之參考。

Interview with Chang Siao-yue, ROC representative to the UK
By Chiayi Ho

ROC President Ma Ying-jeou’s “flexible diplomacy” policy has delivered positive developments in trade, culture, tourism and education exchanges between Taiwan and the United Kingdom. As the first major Western nation to extend visa-free privileges to ROC citizens, the U.K. government’s good-will gesture can be credited to Ma’s pragmatic approach to international relations. In an exclusive interview with “Taiwan Today,” the ROC’s representative to the United Kingdom, Chang Siao-yue, shares her unique insider’s view on the current state of Taiwan-U.K. relations. 
Taiwan Today: Given that U.K. Trade & Investment has placed Taiwan among Britain’s top 14 best prospect export markets since 1998, how would you describe the current state of bilateral trade exchanges? 
Chang: Commercial ties between Taiwan and the U.K. have been close in recent times. According to the Bureau of Foreign Trade under the Ministry of Economic Affairs, bilateral trade in 2008 amounted to US$5.547 billion. The U.K is ranked as Taiwan’s 19th largest trading partner. In addition, it is also the island’s third largest trading partner in Europe, following Germany and the Netherlands. 
Based on information supplied by the MOEA’s Investment Commission, the British government approved a total of 162 Taiwan investment projects totalling nearly US$513.34 million in 2008. In addition, 70 percent of Taiwan’s investment in Europe, including electrical machinery, financial services and air and marine transportation sectors, is concentrated in Britain. Many of these firms, such as Evergreen Marine Corp. Ltd., Yang Ming Marine Transport Corp. Ltd., D-Link Corp. Ltd. and HTC Corp. Ltd., have chosen the U.K. as their European headquarters. 
Last year, British financial, insurance, securities, pharmaceuticals, retail, furniture and chemical firms backed 516 projects in Taiwan for a total of US$5.196 billion. This makes the U.K. the sixth biggest source of foreign investment for Taiwan after Japan, the United States, Hong Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. 
TT: How would you describe the current state of cultural and educational exchanges between Taiwan and the U.K.? 
Chang: Despite the absence of formal diplomatic relations, bilateral exchanges in cultural and educational areas have remained substantial. 

According to the Ministry of Education, some 15,000 students from Taiwan, accounting for 25 percent of the nation’s students studying abroad, are enrolled in the U.K. This makes Britain the second most popular overseas destination for our students next to the U.S. 
Moreover, an agreement on educational and cultural matters was signed in 2001. Four years later, Taipei and London inked a memorandum of understanding on promoting Chinese teaching programs, higher education and university partnerships at all levels. 

As for the technology sector, under the agreement on technology cooperation between Taiwan and U.K. signed in 2002, both sides have built reciprocal relationships through setting objectives for long-term cooperation on designated technology projects. These pertain to telecommunications, nanotechnology, chip systems, agriculture, pharmaceuticals and gene medicine. 
A number of major U.K.-based research organizations are involved in this collaboration. These include the Art and Humanities Research Council, British Academy, British Council, Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council, Royal Society, and Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
TT: What are the contributing factors to the U.K. government’s decision to extend visa-free privileges to ROC citizens? How is this policy impacting bilateral tourism relations? 
Chang: Taiwan’s inclusion in Britain’s visa-waiver program was based on the U.K. Border Agency’s worldwide review of visa regimes for 2007 to 2008 that determined Taiwan presented a low violation risk. 

The U.K. government’s decision illustrates that it acknowledges Taiwan’s introduction of biometric passports, which are designed to minimize incidences of fraud. Equally crucial, the island’s economic power in the international community and the significance of benefits stemming from bilateral trade exchanges should not be overlooked. 

I believe Britain’s good-will gesture will result in a substantial enhancement of bilateral ties and be conducive to the island’s bid for admission into the visa-free programs of other countries. In the first three months following the measure’s launch, the number of ROC citizens traveling to the U.K. shot up by nearly 40 percent. 
TT: How is President Ma’s “flexible diplomacy” policy impacting trilateral ties between Taipei, London and Beijing? 
Chang: The cornerstone of President Ma’s “flexible diplomacy” policy is to build trust across the strait, so as to set aside controversies and create a win-win situation. Ma believes that in ending the struggle between Taipei and Beijing in the international area, Beijing will respond by taking a pragmatic view concerning Taiwan’s efforts to participate in international organizations. Improved cross-strait relations, to a large extent, are conducive to not only forging diplomatic ties with our allies but also expanding Taiwan’s participation in the international community. 
The British government, without question, welcomes President Ma’s pragmatic diplomatic approach. David W. Miliband, U.K. Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, believes the Ma Ying-jeou administration represents a real opportunity to improve cross-strait relations. Miliband recently said he hoped the two sides would engage in direct dialogue to resolve differences and find a peaceful solution acceptable to the populations on both sides of the straits. 
The British government also welcomes Taiwan’s new approach of securing representation in selected U.N. specialized agencies such as the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change and International Civil Aviation Organization. It believes that ongoing cross-strait dialogue will lay a foundation for fostering future military confidence building measures between Taipei and Beijing. (JSM) 

http://www.taiwantoday.tw/ct.asp?xitem=85860&CtNode=428
British NGO works to boost Taiwan’s international standing
By  Chiayi Ho
On closing night at the Asia House Pan-Asia Film Festival in London’s Piccadilly Circus Dec. 11, attendees were on their feet wildly applauding as the final credits rolled for Taiwan-made offering, “Yang Yang.” In terms of promoting Taiwan’s rebounding film industry, the evening was considered by organizers to be a huge success. More importantly, though, it served to underscore the value of the collaborative partnership between the Taipei Representative Office in the U.K. and Asia House in raising the British public’s awareness of Taiwan’s rich cultural diversity. 
“The maturity and artistic quality of contemporary Taiwanese cinema makes it a powerful medium through which to deepen U.K. audiences’ understanding of the island’s culture and creative accomplishments,” said Tim Holmes, corporate program director for Asia House, in an exclusive interview with “Taiwan Today.” 
“Events such as our Taiwanese film promotion substantially contribute to heightening British awareness of the Asian region in general.” 
Founded in 1996, the London-based Asia House is a nongovernmental organization with a strict policy of political neutrality. It is considered the leading pan-Asian organization in Britain, with interests ranging from Iran in the west to Japan in the east, and from the central Asian republics in the north to Indonesia in the south. 
According to Holmes, Asia House aims to promote greater appreciation and understanding of the region’s economies and religions. It also seeks to foster closer communication between the peoples of Asia and Europe. 
In serving as a dynamic focal point for cultural and economic interaction between Asia and Britain, Holmes believes that culture crosses political boundaries and moreover, it is uncontrolled by politics. “Politics may impact the way culture develops, but it does not actually determine culture,” he said. “Thus, we can claim to be a neutral organization that does not take a political stance on any issue.” 

Additionally, Asia House is regarded as the only institution solely tackling Asian issues in the U.K. “We would argue that there is nobody quite like us as we are the only organization dealing exclusively with Asian countries,” Holmes said. 
Given its predominant role in promoting Asian culture in the U.K., Asia House boasts a storied history of cooperation with the TRO in marketing and promoting cultural events. 
Describing Taiwan’s cultural landscape as a “stand-out” in the region, Holmes believes that providing a platform for the island’s artistic talent to shine fits perfectly with the organization’s strategic goals. “Joint cooperative projects such as the film festival help boost Taiwan’s international profile within the U.K. and EU,” he said. 

“Collaborating with the TRO at the Asia House Pan-Asia Film Festival was undoubtedly our greatest success to date,” said Malcolm McNeill, public program coordinator for Asia House. “The U.K. premiere of ‘Yang Yang,’ directed by up-and-coming Taiwanese director Cheng Yu-chieh, attracted rave reviews and was brilliantly received by a sell-out audience.” 
By assisting the British public to get a better feel for Taiwan and Asia, McNeill said his organization plans to embark on a series of promotion events with the TRO. Screening “God Man Dog,” a Taiwanese art-house film released in 2007 and winner of multiple international awards, will be the next joint project, he said. “We look forward to working with the TRO in this and other projects in future as well,” McNeill added. 
As a former high-ranking British diplomat in Japan and South Korea, Holmes also shared his insights on the development of cross-strait relations. Citing the Northern Ireland situation, he believes that dealing with both sides of the strait requires an equal amount of sensitivity and is an enormous challenge. 
“One should never rule out any possibilities as the extremes are almost unbelievable,” he said. “The fact that all parties involved in Northern Ireland could sit down and talk after nearly 30 years of conflict was a breakthrough. This did not happen in a day, though. It took a lot of diplomatic juggling, confidence-building measures and negotiations to reach that point,” he added. 
For Holmes, sorting out complicated problems involved in cross-strait relations not only takes time, but entails a great deal of mutual interaction. “For example, issues such as Taiwan’s investments on the mainland and Beijing’s desperate need to lift its people out of poverty should be addressed in a more cautious manner by both sides,” he said. 

Reflecting on the current state of relations between Taipei and Beijing, Holmes expressed optimism concerning future developments. “I simply cannot accept that people on the other side of the strait would work to derail ties as such a scenario does not serve either side’s interests,” he said. “I believe the British government, and the rest of the world, will be happy to see Taipei and Beijing reach a solution that is acceptable to both sides.” (JSM) 

http://www.taiwantoday.tw/ct.asp?xitem=89942&CtNode=428
UK Taiwan studies center puts nation on European stage

By  Chiayi Ho
Given Taiwan’s location in the Asia-Pacific region, along with its dynamic relationships with mainland China and neighboring countries in Northeast and Southeast Asia, the island is viewed by many overseas academics as influential in shaping the regional and global political economy and security framework. 
As a result, European views and analysis of Taiwan’s experience concerning its economic growth model, social transformation and political democratization are of great significance, according to a Taiwan Studies Center expert at the University of London’s School of Oriental and African Studies. 
“Since the United Kingdom and rest of Europe is less exposed to Taiwan affairs, there is a strong likelihood that academics involved in related research tend to explore these issues in greater depth,” said Dafydd Fell, deputy director of the SOAS Taiwan Studies Center, in an exclusive interview with “Taiwan Today” Oct. 29, 2009. 
“From this perspective, our academic events and teaching programs have contributed to increasing understanding and awareness of Taiwan in Europe, while at the same time, boosting the country’s global profile.” 

Founded in 1999, the SOAS Taiwan Studies Center—a London-based preeminent academic institution specialising in the study of Asia, Africa and the Middle East—is considered the leading base for Taiwan research in Europe. It offers an unrivalled array of programs, including advanced interdisciplinary courses and public seminars on Taiwan’s society, culture, politics, language and economics. 
With a faculty of six, the center accepts an average of 20 to 30 students per year from around the globe. In 2006, it began offering a master’s degree in Taiwan Studies—the first of its kind to be facilitated in the English-speaking world. Additionally, doctoral supervision in a wide range of disciplines is also provided. 
According to Fell, Washington’s long-standing policy of strategic ambiguity concerning the Taiwan Strait and its security commitment to the island has resulted in U.S. policy-oriented research that focuses on political and security dimensions. 
“Despite lagging far behind the United States, European academics are more inclined to employ a mutifaceted approach by centering on cultural fields such as film and language courses when it comes to this subject,” he said. 
Echoing Fell’s sentiments, Hardina Ohlendorf, a doctorate student at TSC majoring in politics, said that such research in the U.S. tends to be included in political science instead of being a specific area of study. 

“Compared to Britain or Europe, the way Taiwan studies is organized in America is fragmented and has less disciplines,” she said. “More specifically, those majoring in Taiwan-related fields do not consider themselves Taiwan studies experts, but rather experts in international or regional politics.” 
To equip students with advanced knowledge and insight into selected aspects of Taiwan affairs, Fell said the center has three fundamental objectives. “These are: creating and expanding teaching programs, running academic events, and increasing the number of Taiwan-related publications.” 
For Fell, engaging the services of scholars based in the U.K. or Taiwan as lecuturers at the center’s summer school has been an integral part of the facility’s success. “We first offered this program in 2006, with guest lecturers teaching courses in history, literature, cross-strait relations political-economy and diplomatic affairs,” he said. “The initiative has been acclaimed by students from all over Europe, including the Czech Republic, France, Poland Russia and the United Kingdom.” 
“Joint inter-college teaching cooperation with Germany’s Heidelberg and Tubingen universities, as well as Taiwan’s Academia Sinica and National Chengchi University, is also helping boost European awareness of Taiwan,” he said. 
“Staging academic events such as the European Association of Taiwan Studies Conference, and cooperating with other leading British tertiary institutions such as the London School of Economics and Political Science in holding panel discussions on current events, is equally crucial to expanding the scope and depth of knowledge on Taiwan,” Fell said. 
The annual EATS conference aims to increase interaction between Europe-based Taiwan studies researchers and raise the field’s profile. It is reckoned in some quarters as the largest and most influential Taiwan Studies event on the continent. 
“Another area we are looking at is raising publishing productivity,” Fell said. “This would create more institutional links between various projects related to Taiwan affairs and the center itself.” 

But it is not all plain sailing for the center. Fell nominates funding as a constant challenge for the institution as it conducts day-to-day operations. 
“What we are doing is very specialized and the demand for this research is very limited,” he said. “Financial support from Taiwan’s ministries of Education, Foreign Affairs, and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation [a Taipei-based nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting collaborative Taiwan-related projects] have been of great help in keeping the center’s doors open.” 
In addition, the center’s mission of promoting Taiwan from an academic perspective should not be overlooked as it helps to educate foreigners about Taiwan’s intricate domestic politics, Fell said. “Explaining Taiwan-related policies in a clearer way, to a large extent, avoids misunderstandings perpetuated by the Western media and can spur on the British government’s cross-strait policy analysis.” 
Looking back on the development of Taiwan studies in Europe over the past 10 years, Fell believes the openess of Taiwan academics to international collaboration and their flexibility in accepting Western standards has played a vital role in promoting the discipline in Europe. “But, the question of how to increase awareness of Taiwan in Europe, rather than just to make it an interesting case intellectually, is one that will continue to occupy me both personally and professionally in the days ahead.” (JSM)
http://www.taiwantoday.tw/ct.asp?xitem=92572&CtNode=428






