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WTO/ESCAP REGIONAL SEMINAR ON

THE WTO AND REGIONAL TRADE AGREMENTS (RTAS)

FOR ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES
BANGKOK, 15-16 OCTOBER 2009
PROGRAMME

THURSDAY, 15 OCTOBER

08h30
09h00

0%h30

11h00
11h30

12h30
14h00
14h30

Registration of participants

Opening statements

Mr. Ravi Ratnayake, Director, Trade and Investment Divisibn,
ESCAP.

Mr. Roberto Fiorentino, Counsellor, RTA Section, WTO
Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) and the WTO ® An
Overview

-Facts and figures : the global dimension of RTAs
Coffee break

Characteristic elements of RTAs

«Preferential market access liberalization and origin rules
-RTAs liberalizing trade in service

Lunch break

Group Exercise : Economics and Polities of RTAs

WTO Rules and Procedures related to RTAs

- General overview

«Rules on RTAs in trade in goods
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15h30
16h00

17h30

Coffee break
WTO Rules and Procedures related to RTAs(cont. )
-Rules on RTAs in trade in services

End of day one

FRIDAY, 16 OCTOBER

08h30

09h00
10h00
11h00
11h30

12h30
14h00
15h00
15h30
17h00
17h30

DDA Negotiations on WTO provisions on RTAs

- State of play of the negotiations

Transparency Mechanism on RTAs

Group Exercise : RTA’s rules and procedures

Coffee break

Presentations by regional secretariats/experts |

- Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Database (APTLAD)

and its use evidence based trade policy making (Mia
Mikic, ITD,ESCAP)

Lunch break

Preparation of Group Exercise

Coffee break

Group Exercise

Roundtable

End of Seminar
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