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During the last year the following progress was made on the work program of the group:

1. Register of Contacts for Goods Packed by Measure within APLMF

A contact list has been completed and there are 23 APLMF economies listed from within the Asia-Pacific region. The revised list will be circulated to members within the APLMF and also forwarded to OIML and all Regional Legal Metrology Organisations.

2. Survey of APLMF Member Economies on their current legislation for Goods Packed by Measure.

The initial survey questionnaire was sent out to all Working Group members in April 2008. The questionnaire covered questions specific to the following areas relating to Goods Packed by Measure:

· Labelling Requirements for Pre-packaged Products (OIML R79, Edition 1997)

· Quantity of Product in Pre-packages (OIML R87, Edition 2004)

· Other issues relating to goods packed by measure

· International Quantity Mark Scheme (IQ Scheme)

The initial cut off date for responses was the 30 June 2008; however two further extensions were given to allow for late respondents. The final cut off date was 30 June 2009. To date 18 economies completed and returned the survey questionnaires, 17 responses were from full member economies of APLMF and 1 was from a corresponding member. This is a improvement on the results from the 2003 survey were 15 responses were received (14 from full member economies and 1 from a corresponding member)

The next phase of the project will be to collate all of the results and format them into a document. The 2003 survey results were published in a booklet form, however the working group needs to consider other options for publication with a view to creating an electronic publication for circulation rather than producing a hard copy publication of the document.

It is important to note that this document once produced serves as a valuable resource to APLMF to enable us to identify differences in member economies legislative requirements and their alignment and understanding of OIML recommendations. This information can be used in a variety of ways; one of which is to help identify training needs of APLMF member economies and tailor ALPMF training to the specific needs of member economies.  

The information gathered also helps to build a picture showing the varying degrees of adoption of OIML R79, R87 and Codex Alimentarius standards being implemented within member economies.

There were additional questions asked in the 2008 survey that focused on the work of OIML Technical Committee 6 (TC6), the Certification System for Pre-packages (IQ Mark Scheme). These questions were put in to gauge members opinion on the viability of such a scheme within members own economies and the APLMF region.

3. APEC / APLMF Training Course on Practical Application of OIML Recommendation R87 on Pre-Packaged Goods.

A 5-day training course on inspection methods and procedures for the implementation of OIML R87 was held 6 -10 July 2009 at the Holiday Inn Atrium, Singapore. It was hosted by SPRING, Singapore.
The course was attended by:

· 19 Legal Metrology participants from the following economies: Cambodia, Chile, People’s Republic of China, Indonesia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam.

· 11 local participants from Industry.

· Mr Willem Kool, Assistant Director, BIML, attended as an observer. 

Trainers from the Measurement and Product Safety Service (MAPSS), Ministry of Consumer Affairs, New Zealand provided the training. The APLMF secretariat and seven staff members from the host economy also supported the course. The host economy provided the venue and meals.

OIML R79 and OIML R87 formed the basis of material for the training course. 

The course objective was:

To demonstrate and develop the practical application of the average quantity system (AQS) to determine the quantity of pre-packaged goods. OIML Recommendations R79, “Labelling Requirements for Pre-packaged Products” and R87, “Quantity of Product in Pre-packages” were used to outline and demonstrate good metrology regulatory practice when conducting AQS reference tests. Also practical applications and demonstrations of conducting onsite reference tests formed part of the course curriculum. The aim of the course was to help meet the APEC/APLMF objective to; "harmonise metrology legislation on OIML international recommendations.” 

The training course has provided guidelines that will assist participating economies with the information necessary for them to implement R87 in a consistent manner within the Asia-Pacific Region.

Hard copies of the training material were provided for each participant and in addition an electronic copy of the presentations and a spreadsheet were also provided. 

4. Collaboration and report on the work of OIML Technical Committee 6 (TC6) – Pre-packaged Products.

The meeting of OIML TC 6 Pre-packaged products was hosted by the Legal Metrology Department of the NRCS
, formerly part of SABS
. Stuart Carstens, Head of NRCS Legal Metrology Department, CIML Member for South Africa, chaired the meeting. The meeting was set down for 3 days, (17– 20 March 2009). There were 18 participants representing 10 P-Members of TC 6, representatives were from the following economies; South Africa (hosts and secretariat) Australia, Netherlands, Germany, Switzerland, Japan, China, USA, Canada and New Zealand. Also in attendance was Assistant Director for BIML.

The meeting agenda covered the following:

· International Quantity (IQ) Mark Scheme

· OIML R79 revision

· OIML R87 revision

· Responsibility for OIML R136 – Measuring Container Bottles (Previously responsibility of OIML TC8)

One of the main items on the agenda was: the OIML certification system for pre-packages (IQ-mark system).

The objectives of the certification system are to:

· Establish rules and procedures for fostering confidence that the content and labelling of pre-packages are correct.

· Promote efficiency of the control of pre-packages whilst maintaining confidence and facilitating global trade of pre-packaged products.

· Promote the global harmonization, uniform interpretation, and implementation of legal metrology requirements for the quantity of product in pre-packages including labelling requirements and packaging system requirements for packers' quantity control systems. 

Eventually this could lead to a substantial reduction in the checks carried out by customs and market surveillance authorities, benefiting; regulators, market surveillance authorities and packers in reducing administration and compliance costs. 

Principles of the OIML Certification System for Pre-packages (IQ-mark system) 

The meeting agreed on the principles of the certification system. 

The scope of the system covers:

· Pre-packages in compliance with OIML R 87 “Quantity of product in pre-packages” and R 79 “Labelling requirements for pre-packaged products”,

· Categories of product for which recognized procedures are available in OIML normative publications for carrying out tests to determine compliance with OIML R 87 requirements.

Participation will be voluntary for certification bodies and packers. Certification bodies will be designated by a CIML-Member and may be private or public entities, depending on national legislation. Acceptance of certificates by authorities is also voluntary. The system will be managed by a Management Committee, with representation from each CIML-Member that has designated participants in the system.

In the system, certification bodies are designated by a CIML-Member after assessment and approval of their application by the Management Committee. The management Committee consists of the CIML-Members that have designated certification bodies, or an expert they have designated to represent them in the Committee. The BIML will act as the secretariat for the Management Committee.

The designation of a certification body is notified to the BIML for registration purposes. The BIML will maintain a list of designated certification bodies on its web site. The designated certification bodies may then certify packers producing pre-packages within the scope of the certification system and specified in the packer's certificate. Certificates (or at least their references and scope) will be published by the certification bodies on their respective web sites. Packages covered by a certificate shall bear a marking (tentatively named the IQ-mark) which will enable inspectors to trace the certificate's validity.

Minimum Principle
The current scope of OIML R 87 covers pre-packages filled to the so called 

’average quantity’ principle, which means that a production lot of pre-packages on average contains at least the nominal quantity
. However, there are still economies that require pre-packages to be filled according to the so called 'minimum quantity’ principle, which means that each pre-package contains at least the stated nominal quantity. 

To facilitate the use of the OIML IQ-system for pre-packages made up according to the minimum quantity principle, TC 6 decided that the next revision of OIML R 87 shall include requirements for such pre-packages.

Next Stage

The secretariat of TC 6 has prepared the next draft for the “Framework for a Certification System for Pre-packages” which has been circulated as the First Committee Draft (1CD) to CIML-Members, OIML Corresponding Members and Liaison Organizations for comment.







� National Regulator for Compulsory Specification


� South African Bureau of Standards





�	The “nominal quantity” is the quantity of product in a pre-package declared on the label by the packer (OIML R 87:2004, 2.8).
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