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multi-country (1 September 12:00-13:30)

¢ WS-3 Seasonal-to-Interannual Climate Variability (1 September
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¢ R-2 Climate Adaptation and the Copenhagen Process (1 September
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e PS-5 Mainstreaming Climate Information (2 September 10:30-12:00)
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WORLD CLIMATE CONFERENCE =3
31 August - 4 September 2000, Geneva, Switzerland

Global Framework for Climate Services

BRIEF NOTE

e Word Gémaie Conference — J proposes [0 create a Giobal
Framesork for Cimate Sendces throwq? wivch e developers and
oviders of chmate infgnmanion, predielions gnd sendges and e
cirmale-sensitve stotors aownd e workd, wi work fogether. lo help
the gioha! commundy befter adapt fo the chalenges of cémale
varabidy and change. This BRIEF NOTE presents an oversew af the
Frameswork, by ASwenmg a Sanes of K8y Uesions

Why is 2 Global Framework fer Climate Services Necessary?

1 Many socic-smnomic sechors, including waber, agncullure, Nishenes, heallh,
foresiny. transport. fourtsm and energy. ane highty sensitive fo wealhber and chmale
exirermes such as droughts, fiopds, cyclones and shorms, haat waves of oold waves.
Diecision. makers in Mese seciofs are Noeasingly concemed by e adverse impacls
of climate variailty and change, but are not suficientty equipped 10 make effactive
use of climate informabon © manage ouTent and fuiure climate nsks as well as
ecosysiems. Consaquently, there & not ondy an urgent need Tor enhanced giobal
cooperalion in ihe development of accurale and limely climabe nfomalion bul an
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equialy ugenl nesd for B5 exchange bebween Ihe pioviders and users of climale
services, IMus ensuring hat relevant dimate miomalion is miegrated inde planning,
policy and practice at various levels.

2 Fecenl advances in scence and lechnoiogy offer e prospec of furfher

improvements in qualty of dimate mionmabon and predichon senices.  Inbegrating
semsonal io mulli-gecadal predctions and leng-tanm chimate projectizns Ino decision-
maxing in all socie-economic sechors, through an eflective two-wary dalogue behvesn
providers and users on {he range, bming, quality and conbent of climale products and
services, will ensure that decisions relabing to managing climate nsks are well
infermed, mare efiecive and betler larpeted

A In order 10 address e need B Improved Cimate miommation and o provide
an effeclive inlerace belwesn scenMisis, senice providedrs and decision-makers, me
Wiorla Meteordogical Crganization (WD) and its pafiner crganizaions for the Word
Climabe Conderence-3 propose fhe developmend of @ new Glooal Framework for
Climakte Services (also referred to as the Framewoek’) with the goal to

“Enabie betler management of the rsks of climate varmabilty and change
and sdaptation to climate change 31 all levels, through deveiapment and
incorporation of science-based ciimade information and prediction info

planning, pelicy and prachice.”
What is the Global Framework for Climate Sarvices?

4. The Giobal Framework for Cimale Services |s proposed as a long-term
cotperalive Frangement through which the Inernalional communily and felsdan
stakeholsers wil work bogelher to achiewe s stabed goal.

5. The Framework will have four major components: Oibsenvation and Monitonng;
Research, and Modeiding and Frediction; a Climate Services Information Sysiem. and
@ Uiser Inlepcs Programme (Fig 1) The first vo comgonents are well estaliished
bud @ in need of sirenginening.  The laiter do compononds fogether constilule a
‘Waorid Climale Senvice Sysiem’

. The User inlerface Programme, which presents a relabvely new concept, will

develop ways o bndge the gap between the ciimale infommation being developed by
climale scientisks and service provigers and e proctical informabion reeds of usens
Rennanirinn Mal the eesds ol e iser communities ane deserse and comokes | will
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Support and foster necessary Insiutional parinerships, cross-disciplinary research,

Clamate Services Information System

Obrservabons Hesearch &
anid Mo o and
Momitorimg Prediction

Figure 1; Companents of Glnbal Framesork for Climae Sarveoes

innovalion, development of dedsion supporl loos and climale risk managemen
praclices, generaon and caplure of owisdge. evalmlion and estabishmenl of
best prachoes, cducabon, capacity buikiing and servioe application for decision
making. The oubcomes of e Liser inkerface Programme will be reflieded in e
operational sendces of the Climale Senices iInformation Sysiem.

T The Cimale Services Information Sysiem [(CSIS) will build on estabished
ghobal progremmes suoh a3 Me Word Climate Programme and will reinfores,
sirenglhen and beller coordicale (he edsing insliulions, infastrudure  and
mechanisms bul importanily, will Bcus on wser-driven acliviles and oulpets, while
continuing i implement science-and echnoiogy-dnen ones.

B The CSIS, through & network of global, regional and national insbtulions, will
synihesize  nlommalion  sireaming  fom e ObsenaalionMonilonng — and
RessarchiModelling components of ihe Framework, and sl creale nformation,

21



These sefvices wall b= enhanced by feedback from users and oihed compansnts of
the systemn, and by the outpuls of the User inferface Programme, themsty' ensuring
the development and delvsery of user-arenied cimale information and prediction
senices. M owill focus, i addiion, on standardizaSon, exchange and quality
asurance of Iormation and communiealing e haghest gquality  infomation,
producls and sefvices possble lo decision-makers from global 1o local scales
Through enhanced nlemalional cooperabon for development and  transfer of
technology related 0 meteorolcgical services and mobilizabon of resowrces, mis
System will also build capacity among national and regional meteorological senvice
providers in developing and leasi-devsloped counines, whose confribulions ane
esseniial for improved climale Indormabion products o giabal, regional and national
SCales

Wehat will & achieved through Glebal Framewark for Climate Sarvices?

8 The Framewors, when fully mplemented, will suppod  disastes sk
management and chimate rsk management prachoes, and will contnibate %o acheving
the objeciives of vanous Mulateral Environmental Agreements (MEAS) such as the
Linited Mabions Framework Convenfon on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and of
internationally agreed upon goals Includng the Millennium Development Goats.
Efecive implementation of ke Tour components of e Framework saould lead o the
Tabawing
= Sirengthened local, nalional, regional and giobal cbservational networks and
imformation management systems for cimabe and climate-related variables |
= Enhanced dimabe modeing and prediclion capabliities ihrough strengihened
imesmatonal chimate research Tooused on seasenal io decadal omescales.
= improved nabonal dimale senice provision arangements based on
enhanced observabon nebeorks and predchon models, and greatly
increased wser interaction,
= Ko effective use of giobal, regional and natkonal cimate inkormabion and
prediction sendces oy ail siakenoloers in climale-sensiive sectars in ail
couniries (kexding o mproved planning and nvesimenl m seclors vital o
national economies and ieihooss). and themby
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= VWidespread social, economic and emvionmental benefiis through mone
effective dimate risk management and increased capacities for adapiation
tio climate variability and changs

Wha will participate in the Global Framework for Climate Services?

0. The Framework will build on and sirenginen exisiing local, national, regional
and global networks of chimale obsenalion, mMonBonng, research, moceling and
service programmes, incuding (hose of WO [t aims Io achieve its goal hrough he
enhanced mie and imvolvement of national meteorological | services and
regionalgiobal centers, as well as greater pariicipation of other siakehoiders and
cenlers of exceflence BOrass relevant soco-economic seciors, pariculaty Thase In
developing counlnes, Leas! Developed Counlfes (LDCs) and Small sland
Developing Stales (SI05)

i1 To meel its oljectives, Ine Framework would require exdensive collaboration
among nalional and bcal governments, agencies, non-govemmenlal organizalions.
ol society, the pmabn secior, as well a5 universmes and research insinusons
around the worid and ouireach o communies 0 all SOCk-Bconomic Secios
benefiing from he application of dimate data and information in planning, pokcy and
praclice.  This oulreach will be faciilaled Wrough parcpalion of relkesant
organizations and instubons in coordnation wilth govemmenlts. mplementing and
operating the Framework #all therefone requine contiruation and enhancement of the
broad codaboralion and parinerships, ceniered arvund these enbies, which underin
and imgrove on ks technical sirengins, As such he Framework will be supporied by
ihe: enlire: Liniled Malions Syslem and olher ofganizabions

What are the MNext S51eps in Developing a Global Framework for Climate
services?

12,  Taking imio accound the outcomes of WOC-3, the Framework will be furiher
developed under the guidance of an ad hoc tasikdorce comsisting of high-level
independent advisors, with inpuls from & broad-based network of experis and In
oorsultalion with govemments, parinering organizations and relevant stakenciders
The oufcomes of lhe feenih session of e Conference of the Parfies (o the
UNFCCC (COP 15), as well as e special requiremenis and wiinerabibes of
developing  couniies, especaly lessd developed counlies and small island
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deyelcping States, will alse be taken inko corsideration in further development of the
Framework.

13 An Aclion Plan wilth Bmenes for eslaolishment and impementation of the
components of the Framevwork will be developed along wilh measurable indicators for
the progress in the Imglementation of the framework. | wil also addness aspects of
gowemance and resplfce requirements. The Aclion Plan would also address the
deselopment, Geployment and ransier of lechmology and capacly building of
meleamiogical services in developing and leas] developed counfries.

How will the Global Framework for Climate Services be supporbed?

14, The ad hoc taskforce fo be estabbshed to further develop the Framework
following WCC-3 wil examine and make proposals on resource implcations. related
to Me implementation of the Framework and Mme cooperation of governments,
ciganizalions, inslitions and relevan] slakenolders in ihe molslization of resources

* Back prownd papss prepased by WO secrecras, daied 1% Saposmier, 1008
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