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PRESERVATION OF THE FREE CHINA JUNK
JOINT MEETING BETWEEN CHINESE JUNK PRESERVATION & TAIWAN
DELEGATION TASK FORCE
San Francisco June 13, 2009
Attendees
Taiwan Task Force (attendees listed in alphabetical order)

Wen-Yan Chiau, Deputy Minister, Taiwan Environmental Protection Administration
and Ms. Kuei-Fang Wen, Secretary, Taiwan Environmental Protection Administration;
Chiung-Hui Fu, Headquarters Administration of Cultural Heritage, Council for
Cultural Affairs;

Shu-Ming (Simon) Tseng, National Taiwan Ocean University;

Ching-Yun Yang, Division Chief, Keelung City Government.

Chinese Junk Preservation (CJP). (Members listed in alphabetical order)

Dione Chen, President of Chinese Junk Preservation and daughter of Reno Chia-Lin
Chen of Free China crew;

Byron Chung, member of Chinese Junk Preservation and son of Marco Chung of Free
China crew;

Calvin Mehlert, member of Free China crew and former U.S. Vice-Consul to Taiwan
(ret);

John Muir, Curator, San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park and Advisor -
Chinese Junk Preservation;

Bernard Wormgoor, Maritime Surveyor and Advisor — Chinese Junk Preservation.

Minutes and Action Plan

1. History of Free China and preservation effort. The group viewed original

footage of the 1955 Free China transpacific voyage. Chinese Junk Preservation
has a wealth of film, photo and print documentation available that will be
invaluable in preservation efforts, and in creating compelling public exhibits about
Chinese junks and maritime history in general, and the Free China in particular.

In addition, surviving members of the Free China crew can provide detailed

knowledge about the junk.

2. Discussion of requirements and vision for preserving the Free China junk in

Taiwan. Identification of Next Steps.
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o Taiwan task force’s vision for the the junk Various scenarios for

preserving the junk were discussed, including full or partial restoration,

entire or portion of vessel, seaworthiness or land-based exhibition.

Exploring these options will hopefully provide greater flexibility in

obtaining Taiwan support and resources for preservation. Mr. Tseng said

he would like to see the whole vessel transported to Taiwan and preserved.

Ms. Fu said that the recommendation would depend on the historic/cultural

value of the vessel.

Action Item: CJP to provide assessment and report to Taiwan

task force on requirements for options by June 28.

Action Item: Taiwan task force to communicate questions and
thoughts on viable and preferred preservation options to CJP. This
will help in directing further investigations and refining the

proposals.

o Transportation of the Junk to Taiwan Discussion of the costs and

requirements of transporting a part or whole of the Free China junk from

its current location at Bethel Island to Taiwan.

Action Item: By June 29, Bernard Wormgoor and John Muir of
CJP will determine alternatives, requirements and estimated costs
in a report to the Taiwan task force. Preliminary estimates have
previously been obtained, but these CJP experts will obtain more
accurate information on requirements for the task force. CJP
estimates that it would take approximately 1.5 months to prepare
the junk to be transferred to a container ship for transport to

Taiwan.

Action Item: The task force will investigate whether a Taiwan
shipping company can transport the junk to Taiwan. It is hoped that
this shipping company (e.g. Evergreen, Yangming) can contribute

to efforts to determine shipping and minimize costs.

o Funding Both CJP and the Taiwan task force will work to determine

funding requirements. CJP, an all-volunteer group, explained that both its

organization and the National Park Service lack the financial resources to

pay for the continued storage of the junk, its transportation to Taiwan and

subsequent preservation/restoration costs. Funding will need to be the

responsibility of Taiwan.
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= Action Item: The Taiwan task force will address the need for
funding for the preservation effort in their report. These costs
include: monthly storage fees of the junk at its current location
($465/month), cost to prepare the junk for transportation to Taiwan
(cost to be determined), transportation costs (to be determined).
CJP has paid for storage of the junk through end-June, but requests
funding assistance from Taiwan. CJP will contact the boatyard
owner to request continued storage for 2 more months.
Ultimately, the preservation plan will depend on what funding is

available.

o Advice and guidance on preservation requirements and strategy. The

Taiwan task force requested continued guidance from CJP and John Muir
of SF Maritime and Bernard Wormgoor specifically. Both are pleased to
share their expertise. John Muir is pleased to offer his support of SF
Maritime Nat’l Historical Park in providing information and assistance to a

preservation team in Taiwan.

= Action Item: In order to facilitate further cooperation between
the Taiwan task force and SF Maritime Nat’]l Historical Park, John
Muir asks that the task force write a letter to the park
superintendent, Kate Richardson, expressing their interest in
gaining assistance (advice, information) from the National Park
Service. If this letter can be sent as soon as possible, the Park can

respond accordingly.

= Action Item: By June 28, John Muir of SF Maritime Nat’l
Historical Park will write a letter to the Taiwan task force affirming
park interest in and support for assisting in the return of the Free
China junk to Taiwan. John Muir’s letter will also address the
historic/cultural/maritime value of the junk and its special

significance.

= Action Item: Volunteering as key contacts for collaboration
between Taiwan and the SF Maritime Nat’l Historical Park: Ms.
Chiung-Hui Fu of the Cultural Heritage Council for Cultural
Affairs (task force representative) and John Muir of the SF
Maritime Nat’l Historical Park (CJP representative).

= Ownership of Free China junk. The Taiwan task force expressed

concern regarding transfer of ownership of the junk. CJP would
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like to assure the task force that transfer of ownership is not a

problem, and will assist in facilitating the transfer.
3. Open questions and issues

o What is Taiwan’s long-term vision for preserving the junk? i.e. location,

type of exhibit, whole or part of junk?
o What are costs and requirements of preservation scenarios?
o What funding and resources are available in Taiwan?
4. Decision making process and next steps

o This is an important first meeting to discuss the return of the Free China
junk to Taiwan. It also represents the first step in a cooperative effort

between our two countries.
o The Taiwan task force will discuss the junk project with TECO on June 22.

o By June 28, CJP will provide a report to the task force regarding the cost
and requirements for transporting the junk to Taiwan. Both John Muir
and the task force will provide letters to the other to express interest and
support for preserving the junk. The letters will state expectations, roles

and resources.

o Recognizing the urgency of the situation, the Taiwan task force will give an
oral presentation to the government before the end of June. The
President and Prime Minister of Taiwan, as well as other ministries and

officials will be advised of the task force’s findings and proposal.

o The Taiwan task force proposes to send experts from Taiwan to examine the

junk further this summer.

o Both CJP and the Taiwan task force will keep in close contact over these

next two weeks, and provide regular progress updates.

26



M= - A PTEAREBKREIEASER
o K4y

BRER T ORI %
148 %) R AR
1-1 48 B % % -
12 A ARA A5 75x17TR RAEF S (40x8R) >4<5
13 RRER ~BA -
1-4 f5 2 -
1-5 3% -
1-6 £ EM 2 R BAF R4 o
1-7 8,
A TR
B. & AR -
C.&E&MHEEM -
D.&@ B 23 -
E RS -
F# % -
2EkpHBR®E
2-1 Fr A # & AR
2-2 A E 54
2-3 35 E M54
2-4 % & 7%
3EWR®  (THIRE)
3-1 A&

27



3-1-1 (U & 48 & & -FARSRAR ) (5 BiE)

3-1-2 (REZH) (5 R4E)
32 EEkdima+ (12~ 173+1/3~1/3) (1-3 1548)
3-3 F AR (1 &4&)

e ERTE/ER

4-1 BZEF X A B4 B 1A CFE4
42257 AREBHRAECHEE
4-3 R B A GFEEB 204 C Hib

4-4 2 B HAETAZT ABC

5 BobFH

5-1 377 ERASLAE /1

5-2 48 B AR B A E

53R sRE (AT W HE)
5-4 M ATHIA

28



M4kwm - 9846 A 16 BRBEEALSILEREERARR B L&

—_— N

I

|

Eg ~

BRR] 0 ABAFR] 2009 26 A 17 B L4 1085 £ 12 85 o

VB BEE AL SILER LM EFRAEEGRE -
~HBAR

BE AL SILEE b FER (TECO): 2H#Fa Rk - HFEE
BF o

MEME ATHRBRAAFIAXZ S F R BETHRE TR
XILERLZBEXLEABRPEREZHREAAENESLE - K%
EUR R E A AR R - GateE A -

e CE RS EYES

(—) MERVBATRPLEOEIE  THABRENR R KIS

A8 B AT WD SR I R R SR SRR o
) B RSB TG S AT AN LA 2Lk
A e
) BETEREREEDGH  TTHEMRGFLNSRIIN L
ZRHRT (Sunnyvale)Frk B2 £ \L % & E45XHRH T o
o -

(W) RERBRTEBTHREFFHESG N ABITHEINGES -
() PIAMARF @BRERFR > ERENELREEGA MAEH

XM R AZFFAR 0 FA BB A R d SR g AT -

) BBAABRIE - RATEES T A BAMER BB A o
%BE¥EEE EREXECTELYESILEBBELHFRE
At st Bh R IE

(€) BRH—BEBPE > AXETHIXIITWAMFRAZAR

29



#%> Dione 43 ¥ B ILASRIF1H G (CIP) AR B H £ -
(N\) BdaFBEFTEARIRT  AGHAEI 5 ERD ERH
Bh o TS R ER S GRS S E MR A(CIP) R
AREF (3~6 1A ) HAAMMA LA ERIH BN
FR GBI B RABRME o THAAF TRZGAGERITH

&

%
%

() RBFEREREE O HREIAE -

30



MAE BFARAHEDRREE MK EFHH4

From: # 7 ¥ & &1 4 <mail@mail.moe.gov.tw>
To: chenjh@mail.ncku.edu.tw

Cc: eypo@eyemail.gio.gov.tw

Sent: Fri, 12 Jun 2009 20:49:26 +0800

Subject: [020-98015129]

12 4k 4658 200905190162
B © ST P L &S 5
RIEFEAL AL F)

% R
A N RRFA
BhegEE

30 B #7 © 98-05-21

USSR ¢ 4 AL(Z)F & 0980907348 3k

HANS

i @S

B85 A 19 Bayfz @i ® - @B LEFFAZE D F1H R A
B R4 TF:

— ABEIMENEZIRCENRIRE SERTHCARTZIH
2 ATRHA -

—~#R"AEPEE AEREACRABRBEHMIEETEMZ M
JwENP I REBRGHBE - HREZRIE  BARFINRG - R
BT o

=~ ARAEMEMNET ZAERAMEIETS  BRUE > TR
WBARMWAAR > B R ARREERARELBEEITESL AR E
PG ETH IR - BREIEBEFRAEX Y TREMBHEMAR
AN BT AT B R R BSLEAL

R PR KRR ERBAES B G PRE AR R E
TEAETEAHFBIZMRELEORZER ENZMZBERELE
BAHERBEER > A A BREBRY B AR F
RBIMBIIAR G RAG EERMA > BT E8BRB AR > AR TH
BRI BBENBER RN LEEHNET > 53N Y T X AT
BA% - MM B R SR s E -

BEAAMEMECETEAE BN 20 A T A PEE PRE
AL EE SN R #HH GRS -
HFE WA

31



F—-REA

BUE &4

65 8 19 B et e ] o (569 F BRI ¥ C I Bp i35 B 3Lt
PR SR B RR S KBTIt REGFH
WE ~ TR M AL B4R ~ IR SEEF IR RS MM E R g
B ARG RE

HF A AR

32



fHFoN RR¥ZFHZO8F6 A 20 B R EFEH M4

TO: Members of the Taiwan task force - Free China junk
FROM: Dione Chen, Chinese Junk Preservation
SUBJ: 6/28/09 Update

Dear Prof. Chiau, Mr. Tseng, Ms. Yang, Ms. Fu and Ms. Wen:

On behalf of the Chinese Junk Preservation committee, I would again like to thank
you for your efforts to preserve the Free China. We are hopeful that this historic
vessel can be saved from destruction, and returned to Taiwan where it may generate

appreciation of Chinese maritime and cultural history.

I would like to provide a brief update on progress at our end.

e Proposal for transporation of junk to Taiwan. John Muir and Bernard

Wormgoor continue to work to develop a detailed proposal of how best to
transport the junk, including steps, requirements and costs. Although they
had hoped to issue a report to you by today, I understand that they are still
awaiting further information and cost estimates from third parties. They will
provide an update as soon as possible. Nevertheless, I would like to confirm
that most definitely, it will be possible to transport the junk to a freighter ship

and on to Taiwan.

I hope that you may still issue a report of your recommendation regarding the Free

China junk. I apologize for the delay in providing the information you requested.

o Transfer of ownership. We are confident that there will be no issue in

transfering ownership of the junk to Taiwan. I have spoken with the boatyard
owner, Mr. Joe Spotts, and he was very impressed and pleased to have met
you all during your visit to the junk. He has told me that he fully supports the
transfer of the junk to Taiwan. He has further told me that he is not
considering or pursuing transfering the junk to another organization/person
and that when anyone inquires about the junk, he asks if they are working with
our Chinese Junk Preservation group, and if not, asks that they speak with me
first. Mr. Spotts further added that he is relying heavily upon the

recommendation of our group, Chinese Junk Preservation, to help determine

33



the best long-term owner of and future for the junk. I would like to reaffirm

that our group truly hopes to return the Free China junk to Taiwan.

¢ Deadline for removal of junk from boatyard. I am glad to say that the task

force's visit to the boatyard convinced the owner to extend the deadline for the
junk's destruction from May 31. Joe Spotts, the owner, is willing to continue
to store the junk at $465/month on a month-by-month basis. This means that
while he is still anxious to remove the junk as soon as possible, he will not
destroy the junk this month. He did not commit to how much longer he
would be able to store the junk, but did say that he would consider 2-3

month. The situation is still urgent and we will need to move the junk as soon
as possible. We still require financial assistance in continuing to pay the
storage fee until it can be determined if and when the junk might be

transferred to Taiwan.

I hope that this information will be helpful. Please do not hesitate to let me know
how I may assist. Iam sharing this email update with our advisors and those who
attended meetings with you in San Francisco.

I look forward to hearing more about your progress.

Best regards,

Dione Chen

Chinese Junk Preservation
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Dear Prof. Chiau, Mr. Tseng, Ms. Yang, Ms. Fu and Ms. Wen:

On behalf of the crew members of the Free China (deceased and living) and their
family members, I would like to thank you for sacrificing your precious time and
enduring the long flight to come to San Francisco in the effort to save the junk Free
China.

As you could see, the hull and the deck of the Free China are in such tiptop shapes
(except the mutilations done by the latter owners, fortunately not structurewise) that I
wouldn't mind to sail her back to Keelung if I were younger and had no family
obligations. She was in worse shape when we got her 54 years ago. Yet we had spent
only two weeks to get her seaworthy. In my opinion the only components that would
not stand the ocean voyage are the "Westernized" masts and the small rudder.

To restore her back to her original shape could not be very difficult. One only has to
put her water-tight bulkheads back in place, re-fit the two masts, rebuild the stern and
the rudder. Capt. Liu Ning-Sheng and his junk wright in Fuzhou could be of great
help.

To facilitate the restoration, I am attaching some schematics drawn by Henry and later
by myself for your reference.

Please do not hesitate to write to me or call me. Let me thank you once again.

Paul Chow

Bo ¥ EEHEERTE
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