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THE STORY UNDERNEATH i -
Inter Press Service News Agency Thursday, May 14, 2009 07:53 GMT

HEALTH-ASIA:
Taiwan Blazes a Trail to Help Drug Users with HIV

Marwaan Macan-Markar

BANGKOK, Apr 25 (IPS) - Taiwan is emerging as a beacon of hope for countries across Asia grappling to stop the
spread of the AIDS epidemic among injecting drug users (IDUs), a major risk group.

The Asian island came in for praise at an international conference here for a successful public health initiative that saw an
over 50 percent plunge in the number of new HIV cases among IDUs over a three year period.

In 2005, Taiwan recorded its highest number of new reported cases of people infected with the Killer virus - over 3,300 -

nearly twice the number recorded the previous year. But, by the end of 2008, the new HIV cases had dropped to 1,752
cases.

ITHRA 2009 Taiwan: A regional success story

Submitted by echamberiain about 3 weeks ago

A REPORT FROM THE ZO0TH INTERMNATIONMNMAL HARM REDUCTION COMFEREMNCE, BANGKOK, APRIL
2009

HARM REDIUCTION IN TAIVWAN: A REGIOMNAL SUCCESS STORY

With most gowvernments in Asia unwilling to embrace a comprehensive harmm reduction (HR) approach, we
hawe sean an explosion of HIW amongst drug users. This is despite the overwhelming evidence that harmm
reduction works., One country has gone against this trend by looking at the evidence and introducing a

comprehansive nationwide HR program, savys Elden Chamberlain of the International HIWV/AILDS Alliance.

Taiwan does mnot readily spring to main when considering best practice for drug programs and HR. Indeed,
Taiwan does not really feature at all on the regional HIV landscape. Nonetheless, Asia’s best example of a
comprehansive HR programime exists in this small countiny, and at a meeaeting held during the 20th

International Harmn Reduction conference, delegates heard of the remarkable success of thiat Taiwans HR

Progranmimes,
—_—
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