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APEC Fisheries Working Group
Summary Report of the 20" Annual Meeting

June 1-3, 2009
Vancouver, Canada

1. The 20" annual meeting of the APEC Fisheries Working Group (FWG) was held
from June 1-3, 2009 at the Sheraton Wall Center in Vancouver, Canada. The
meeting was attended by 15 member economies: Australia, Canada, Chile, Hong
Kong, China, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
Philippines, Russia, Chinese Taipei, Thailand, and United States. Representatives
from the European Commission, Sea Resources Management, Sustainable
Fisheries Management, the World Bank and the APEC Secretariat also attended
the meeting.

Item 1- Opening Session

Item 1.1- Remarks by Host Economy

2. Mr. Robert Day, of DFO, opened the meeting, welcoming participants to
Vancouver and thanking the Lead Shepherd’s office for efforts in preparing for
the meeting.

Item 1. 2- Remarks by the Lead Shepherd

3. Ms. Lori Ridgeway began by thanking the government of Canada for their efforts
in organizing the FWG meeting and an associated workshop on ecosystem
approaches to management, held in May 2009.

4. Ms. Lori Ridgeway noted the need to ensure that working group meetings are
useful and effective for participants, especially in light of decreasing resources
available for projects. She referred to the importance of APEC for agenda setting
and collaboration within the Asia Pacific region and the need to work in
cooperation with other relevant intergovernmental organizations. Ms. Ridgeway
highlighted the significant contribution of APEC to global fisheries and the need
to reflect this contribution in the group’s work.



Ms. Ridgeway spoke briefly about her participation at the senior official meeting held
in January of 2008. She noted that APEC is focusing on stronger integration between
trade and investment, and the need for the working group to incorporate these goals
within their work. She noted that the FWG has a clear link to trade through the
conservation work of the group, including work on ecolabeling and 1UU, but that this
connection is not often understood by senior officials. She informed working group

5. members of the need to better communicate the important role of the FWG to
senior policy official within their economies.

6. Ms. Ridgeway concluded with the need for greater participation of economies
within the working group, noting that there was little feedback in preparation for
the meeting and that greater cooperation is necessary for a successful working

group.

Item 1.3- Adoption of the Agenda

7. The Lead Shepherd noted that there were a number of important issues that were
slated to be discussed during the meeting. Ms. Ridgeway welcomed the
representatives from the European Community, who were present to speak to the
Community’s new IUU measures, and noted that their presentation would enable
APEC Economies to discuss best practices for implementing the new measures
and identify potential capacity needs. She also welcomed representatives from the
World Bank and their talk about climate change and its impact on ocean and
coastal resources. Finally, Ms. Ridgeway noted the importance of this WG
meeting for agenda setting in advance of the Ocean Ministerial to be held in Peru
in 2010. After a brief discussion of topics potentially being discussed under new
projects, the agenda was adopted.

Item 1.4- Election of a Rapportuer

8. Elizabethann English, of NOAA Fisheries, volunteered to act as rapporteur for
the duration of the FWG meeting, and welcomed any assistance from interested
economies.

Item 1. 5- APEC Secretariat Report



9.

10.

11.

The APEC Secretariat representative, Natalie Nii, referred the meeting to the
document, “XX”, which provides an overview of relevant activities within APEC
and other fora. She highlighted three specific activities being taken with a view to
strengthen and reform the Secretariat:

e moving to a fixed term for the Executive Director,

e improving the APEC informational portal (AIOP), which includes a
section on the FWG, where presentations and materials from meetings
are located

e changes to the project proposal cycle, including the addition of a
fourth window for project submissions.

Access to the AIOP requires permission from the Secretariat; participants without
access were encouraged to notify Ms. Nii via email at njn@apec.org.

Ms. Ridgeway noted that alternations in the project proposal cycle will require a
new strategic approach of the WG, given that the proposal window no longer
aligns with the schedule of the WG meetings. Further, she expressed concern that
the multi-window aspect of the cycle made the ranking of projects across the year
more difficult and left small funding reserves for those projects submitted later in
the cycle process.

The Lead Shepherd reminded participants that, given these challenges, they
should ensure that project proposals reflect the goals outlined in by the senior
officials in Singapore:

e Resist protection measures;

e Accelerate regional economic integration; and

e Support economic and business development.

Item 1.5- Lead Shepherd’s report on the work done intersessionally

12.

Ms. Ridgway provided an overview of work done intercessionally, which
included:
e Sustainable tuna project with Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI) in
Indonesia
e Bali Plan of Action Stock take,
e Assessment of IUU fishing in the APEC region,
e Aquaculture of Americas MOU development,
e Workshop in South and Central America on the Conservation of
Sharks, and



13.

14.

e Pectin harmonization project in the Pacific Region

Ms Ridgeway also highlighted the success of the WG in ensuring that ocean and
fisheries issues were reflected in the 2008 APEC ministerial statement, which
blessed the work of the MRC and the FWG and encouraged continued work on
ecosystem approaches to management (EAM) and addressing the impact of
climate change on oceanic resources. She further noted that the statement stressed
the important role of oceans in the earth’s climate.

SOM debrief: The Lead Shepherd reported that the work plan for the FWG was
reported to and approved by the Senior Officials. At the senior officials meeting
(SOM), Ms. Ridgeway noted the compelling connection between conservation
and trade, commenting that some market based measures, such as eco-labeling,
can be just as relevant as tariffs and other more traditional trade barriers in
regulating trade. Ms. Ridgeway also participated in a panel discussion on APEC
policy development, where she reported on the work of the FWG, highlighting the
ANA and BPOA. Both initiatives were warmly received by other participants.
Finally, Ms. Ridgeway explained to FWG participants the importance of ensuring
that policy officials understand the benefits of the FWG work to the larger trade
agenda of the APEC and that future projects reflect that relationship.

Item 1.6- Economies’ Opening Statements

15.

Many economies delivered opening statements that outlined key issues of concern
both domestically and regionally, recent progress made in areas related to fisheries
and aquaculture management, and the role of the FWG in the broader regional and
international context. While many issues were raised, there were come common
themes, including:

e The impact of the global economic crisis and the impacts to both
management and the fishing industry;

e The need to continue to combat IUU fishing for the sustainable
management of fisheries resources, including through port and flag State
measures;

e The need to better engage other relevant international organizations and
financial institutions;

e The important role of small scale fisheries to the well being of economies,
including their impact to food security;
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e The challenges and benefits to implementing management through a
ecosystem lens;

e The growing impact of climate change to coastal communities and marine
resources; and

e The need to ensure that these issues are captured within the 2010 Ocean
Ministerial deceleration.

Item 2. Fisheries Management Section

Item 2.1- Presentation of Draft FAO-Globefish paper

16.

17.

Canada gave a debrief on a draft paper developed by FAO-Globefish for the FWG
that explores the importance of fisheries and aquaculture sectors in APEC
economies. It was noted that paper is intended for a broad audience, such as
political leaders, managers, etc. The report highlights the notable contribution of
APEC economies in global fisheries, including that APEC economies represent 8
out of the top 10 fisheries globally for volume, and 5 out of the 10 fisheries for
value. Further, the APEC region has the highest per capita consumption of
seafood, which the paper equates to the greater trade liberalization of the region.
Canada requested that the document be approved by the FWG for further
publication.

In a review of the paper, a number of economies, while supporting the document,
raised some concerns, including a need for greater clarification between wild
capture and aquaculture production, the distinction between small scale and
artisanal fisheries and the need to better identify the role of the EC as a regional
trading partner. Economies affirmed the usefulness of the paper as an outreach
tool and supported the idea of biennial updates to ensure data is kept current. The
FWG agreed to review the paper intercessionally and to communicate via email
any edits and/or comments.

Item 2.2- Recent Developments and Implications

18.

Canada provided a report of a joint MRC and FWG sponsored workshop on
EAM, held May 28-29, 2009 in Vancouver, Canada. The objectives of the
workshop were to clarify what is EAM, discuss current APEC economies
implementation, share best practices, identify challenges and clarify the role of
scientists, managers and policy makers. The need for the working groups to
address EAM arose from the Bali Plan of Action stocktaking exercise, which
identified a gap across economies in implementing EAM related measurers. The

-11-



discussions of the over 40 participants to the workshop were informed by a
series of presentations that explored the benefits of and methods to implement
ecosystem approaches to ocean and fisheries management, including the
challenges in addressing the impacts of climate change. Canada reported that
participants that discussed a series of potential project ideas that were presented to
the FWG.

19. During the subsequent discussions, economies agreed that political leaders need to
be more engaged and have a better understanding of the benefits of EAM to
ensure that the political will and financial resources necessary for implementation.
The lead shepherd reminded participants that addressing management on an
ecosystem level did not to be over complicated; EAFM requires that management
reflects the input of natural mortality on fisheries stocks, the impact of fisheries
operations to the larger marine ecosystem and the need to be inclusive of
stakeholders in the management process. A number of economies commented that
the terminology of EAM is sometimes a barrier to support from industry and
politicians. The need for capacity building of developing States was recognized.
The working group concluded that they would, in coordination with other relevant
agencies and organizations, further explore a number of potential, multi-year
projects, , including:

e Development of outreach tools with industry;

e Workshops/Best practices on environmental impact analysis; and

e Framework of existing hard and soft law mandates and guidance for
EAM

20. The United States provided a review of the FAO Committee on Fisheries meeting,
held in March, 2009 in Rome, Italy. Mr. Greg Schneider noted that it was one of
the most widely attended COFI meetings to date. Discussions at COFI explored a
number of issues that are of interest to APEC economies, including
implementation of the Code of Conduct and the International Plans of Action,
discussion of methods to combat 1UU fishing, and progress in development of
Ecolabeling exercises. Of particular relevance to the FWG, COFI explored how
the FAO could become more involved in small scale fisheries, including a
potential revision of the Code of Conduct, development of an International Plan of
Action or the creation of a subgroup.

The Lead Shepherd informed the FWG of recent developments within the

negotiations on a port State instrument being conducted through the FAO. Ms.
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21.

22,

Ridgeway noted that at the end of the last session, the third in what is likely to be
four meetings, the group had made significant progress toward fundamental
agreement. She reported that the final instrument will reflect the minimum
standards for port States to prevent those vessels with clear evidence of IUU
fishing from accessing port resources. In the next meeting, parties must resolve a
number of remaining issues, including the definition of what is ITUU, whether the
burden of proof rests with the port or the vessel, and the location of the final
agreement, be it through the FAO or as a standalone treaty.

The Lead Shepherd reported an update on the expert group on flag States. Ms.
Ridgeway explained that a meeting was held in Vancouver last year that explored,
among other things, the potential to develop guidelines for flag States. She noted
that while much soft law exists to inform this work, existing hard law does not
provide much guidance. A report of the meeting was provided to COFI and further
discussions are planned through the FAO.

ltem 2.3- lUU

23.

24,

Mr. Frank Meere presented the report of the APEC project, “Assessment of
impacts of IUU fishing in the Asia Pacific region”, and stated that IUU fishing is a
major threat to the region. Mr. Meere noted that IUU related economic losses
could be as high as 16% of total catch, and estimated to cost approximately $5
billion USD for the APEC region. He further outlined a series of potential policy
and management responses, including the need to engage the relevant senior
officials and ministers to ensure necessarily political will.

Economies discussed the importance of combating IUU fishing to the
sustainability of the region’s fisheries resources. Thailand informed the group that
a number of other organizations in the region, such as ASEAN, have similar
process under consideration; Ms. Ridgway thanked the delegation for the update
and encouraged all economies to update the group on avenues for further
cooperation. The FWG agreed to establish a small subgroup to further explore the
role for APEC in addressing 1UU fishing, in particular to establish a plan of action
that could feed into the 2010 Ministerial Deceleration and agreed to provide
names for the virtual working to the Lead Shepherd. The United States offered to
draft a concept paper to inform their discussions.
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25. Australia updated the group on a project being funded by the Government of
Australia that would support IUU activities in South East Asia. Australia further
requested and received endorsement of the project by the FWG.

Item 2.3- Tunas

Indonesia presented to the FWG an overview on the APEC tuna project, with a goal

of exploring sustainable economic management and trade in tunas of the Coral
26. Triangle Region (CT) and to provide opportunities for enhancing regional

economic security and trade. A workshop was held and explored four main areas
to improve management of tuna stocks throughout their life cycle: science and
information management, policy and economics, communication and
technical/science issues. The workshop recommendations included developing
greater collaboration amongst CT countries and the use of socio-economic targets
to compliment existing biological targets to manage tunas.

27. The subsequent discussion amongst the FWG members and participants
underscored the need for greater collaboration and coordination amongst APEC
and the other agencies and organizations working on fisheries issues within the
region, including ASEAN, WCPFC, etc. In particular, the discussions focused on
the relationship between APEC and CTI. It was noted that while there are many
similarities between the two organizations, there are also many important
distinctions, including that CTI is smaller subset of the APEC region and has a
more narrow mandate. From this, it was agreed that FWG should coordinate and
integrate better with the CTI, especially on project funding, while ensuring that
the WG maintains its wider focus.

Item 2.4- Climate Change impacts of fisheries and aquaculture

28. Lidvard Gronnevet, a consultant at the World Bank, presented on the impact of
climate change to coastal and marine communities and resources. He
demonstrated through a number of examples that indicate that the rate of
ecological shifts as a result of climate change are proving to be more significant
and immediate that previously hypothesized. He further noted that climate
change, and its impacts such as sea level rise and ocean acidification, will have a
disproportionate impact on developing countries. To address these challenges, Mr.
Gronnevet argued that precautionary, immediate and global action is necessary
and stated that even under the most optimistic scenario, adaptation will be
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29.

unavoidable. He reported that economies have the means to manage and
eventually solve climate change, noting the need for increased capacity building in
developing countries. He stressed that existing tools, such as integrated
approaches to management, will be required to implement sound climate change
strategies.

FWG members and participants shared the measures that their economies are
taking, both individually and collectively, to address the impacts of climate
change. Many economies stressed that these challenges further the need for sound
management of fisheries resources. One economy noted they have already been
impacted by sea level rise having to relocate communities from submerged areas.
The Lead Shepherd noted the importance of this issue to the upcoming ministerial
but warned against the ministerial declaration becoming more climate change
rather than ocean focused. The FWG explored the idea of future projects that
could potentially focus on four main themes: investigate the potential impacts of
climate change, the range of impacts, the implications for management and
potential future collaborations.

Item 2.5- Small Scale Fisheries

30.

31.

Thailand updated the group on a global conference held in Thailand on small scale
fisheries. The conference highlighted a number of issues in relation to small scale
fisheries, including a human rights framework, community development, rights of
women, traditional rights and values, promotion of market access of fisheries
products, and access to credit. The workshop noted the importance of small scale
fisheries to developing economies, including for food security, and the need for
greater support from governments to secure small scale fishers and enable
sustainability of small scale fisheries. Thailand presented an outline for
subsequent actions, including a conference in October 2010 and the development
of a website on small scale fisheries.

A number of economies expressed their similar needs for the development and
management of small scale fisheries, and their importance to their economies’
fishing sector. The Lead Shepherd suggested, and the FWG agreed, to establish a
small subgroup to further explore the issues of these fisheries and ensure that the
topic remains a priority within APEC and beyond. FWG members who wish to
participate in this informal group should forward their contact names to the Lead
Shepherd.
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Item 3. Aquaculture

32.

33.

34.

The United States debriefed the working group on advances within the
Aquaculture Network of the Americas (ANA). The United States has continued to
shepherd the ANA project including developing a draft MOU of ANA parties, a
report of the ANA process, expansion of membership to non-APEC economies,
and securing financial and administrative support from the FAO. While the
network itself has not officially been launched, the foundation has been developed
and subsequently strengthened. In June of 2009, Ecuador will host a meeting to
further progress on the ANA. The United States thanked the ANA APEC
participants for their work to date, and encouraged their continued participation.
The FWG noted the work of the United States and congratulated them for their
role in the ANA.

The United States updated the FWG on activities of the FAO subgroup on
Aquaculture and their progress in developing aquaculture certification guidelines.
The presentation provided an overview of the proposed certification criteria,
which are currently comprised of measures for animal health, animal welfare,
food safety, food quality, environmental integrity and social responsibility. The
United States expressed an number of concerns with the current draft which were
shared by a number of other economies. The working group agreed to ensure
that future drafts of the guidelines include the necessary revisions. Next steps
include the FAO providing a revised draft as soon as possible and an FAO
Technical Consultation slated for fall of 2009.

Australia presented an issue paper on the potential costs and benefits of open
ocean/offshore aquaculture, indicating growing attention to this issue domestically.
They noted that a number of economies in the FWG are also planning for or are
actively managing expansion of aquaculture offshore and emphasized the benefits
of sharing best practices, including regulatory and legal examples. A few
economies shared their progress in establishing management authorities and
measures for this type of aquaculture and were supportive of further discussion.
The Lead Shepherd noted that that this offshore growth highlights the great
diversity present in the aquaculture industry, from small artisanal efforts to large
industrial ones, and that this diversity could complicate the development of
certification guidelines.
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35. Peru presented on the needs for capacity building of technical transfer and human
resources to develop new cultures in aquaculture. They noted that differing
economies have differing levels of capacity, but that domestic and international
demand for seafood products will require further aquaculture growth in many
areas. They further highlighted the benefits of aquaculture for food security and
poverty alleviation in developing countries. They offered that the most effective
methods for capacity building would include sharing of new cultures and training
of farmers in new technology.

36. Peru raised the issue of finished food pellets for aquaculture, noting that the
increased global demand for aquaculture products requires greater cooperation to
examine future feed types, technology advancements and feed quality. Peru
requested further discussions on what other economies experiences have been in
developing new feed supplies and the development of a project to enable these
discussions. A couple of economies supported the need for further technical
discussions. The Lead Shepherd suggested continuing these discussions through
the ANA and noted that in future meetings the issue of aquaculture will be given
more comprehensive attention.

Item 4. Trade and Investment Session

4.1 Implications of the global financial crisis

37. Due to the robust discussion on other topics, the FWG were unable to discuss
this agenda item specifically, however the impacts of the global financial crisis
were discussed within the other agenda items.

4.2 Implications of EC IUU regulations taking effect in 2010

Representatives from European Commission (EC) presented a detailed review of their
new measure to combat 1UU fishing, which they noted continues to flourish despite
high level political commitments. The EC IUU regulation, was adopted in September
2008 and will enter into force on 1 January 2010. The regulation, which was
influenced by the FAO International Plan of Action on IUU, states that fishing vessels

38. shall be granted authorization to land in EC ports only where the fishery products
are accompanied by a validated catch certificate from the flag State. For those
vessels that violate the regulation, the EC will notify the competent flag State

-17 -



39.

40.

authority of the inspection report for the purpose of its own investigation. If the
flag State subsequently refuses or fails to take corrective measures against the
vessel, the European Commission may take further action, including placing the
vessel on an IUU list and denying port access and services.

The EC outlined its next steps, including the development of implementation rules
and its subsequent pending adoption in mid 2009. They plan on publishing a
handbook on the IUU Regulation in mid 2009 for the benefit of authorities and
stakeholder in Member States and third countries. The EC further noted that it is
working with small scale fisheries interests and developing countries in
implementation of this regulation and that it has held four regional workshops to
date for this purpose.

After the EC presentation, Canada presented on their framework for
implementation of the regulation. A robust discussion with all economies and the
EC with a number of technical issues and clarifications discussed. A number of
economies thanked the EC for hosting the regional workshops but expressed
concerns with the abilities to implement appropriate certification schemes by
January 1, 2010. A few economies thanked the EC for their consideration of small
scale fisheries and developing nations within the regulation. Finally, economies
agreed that a continued dialogue on shared experiences on implementation would
be beneficial and the Lead Shepherd requested the relevant points of contacts be
sent to her.

Item 4.3- Presentation by Max Herriman on collaborate tools for strategic fishers
assessments and next steps

41.

Mr. Max Herriman presented on the recent application of MSC pre-certification rapid
assessment tool in The East Johor Trawl Fishery. In a short time period, less than six
weeks, the project task force was able develop an initial fisheries description, implement
a preliminary ‘Scoping Review’ against MSC Principles and Criteria for sustainable
fishing for the fishery and draft a preliminary Productivity & Susceptibility Analysis
(PSA). Given the success of the project, Mr. Herriman proposed expanding its use into
additional fisheries. The FWG complimented Mr. Herriman and his project team for their
success noting that the rapid assessment tool will be very useful in small scale,
information poor fisheries and expressed their desire to review the final report.
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Item 5. APEC Priority — Working with International Financial Institutions

Due to the time constraints of the meeting and the robust discussions under other
topics, the FWG was unable to complete item 5, although parties did note the need for

42.

greater coordination with international financial institutions within a number of
other agenda items.

Item 6. The Upcoming APEC Ocean-related Ministerial

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

Peru gave an overview of the preparations being made for the 2010 ministerial,
including the draft elements of a declaration, which include climate change,
ecosystem based management, and food security. They offered that the meeting is
tentatively scheduled for September 2010, following a meeting of the FWG and
the MRC.

Economies thanked the Peru for their offer to host the next Ministerial and
working group meetings. A couple of economies raised concerns about potential
conflict with the dates and the Lead Shepherd encouraged the FWG to share any
known or possible meetings that would impact the travel schedule of ocean
minsters and senior officials. A number of economies and the Lead Shepherd
stressed the need for strategic planning prior to the Ministerial, and it was agreed
that Peru would host the annual FWG meeting earlier in the year, followed by
senior officials meeting prior to the Ministerial to that end.

Economies also suggested the addition of 1UU fishing and small scale fisheries to
the agenda. The Lead Shepherd noted that while there were a number of important
issues to be included, it was imperative that the Ministerial Deceleration represent
a implementable framework to guide the FWG and MRC’s future work.

Indonesia proposed that a small friends of the chair group be formed to assist Peru
in these preparations and the idea was agreed to by the meeting. The Lead
Shepherd stressed the need for such preparatory collaboration given the
tremendous amount of work involved in the Ministerial meeting and thanked
Indonesia for their helpful suggestion.

Mr. Max Herriman presented his report on the Bali Plan of Action (BPA)
stock-take, including potential implications for the 2010 AOMMS3. Mr.
Herriman’s survey of economies’ implementation of the Bali Plan of Action found
that there has been progress in many areas, however that there remain significant
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gaps in others, across both the FWG and the MRC. The stock-take highlighted the
role of the BPA, and therefore APEC, in developing a harmonizing, integrated
framework for conservation work across the region. It was noted that further
capacity building and information exchange was required to assist developing
economies in their implementation. Based on these findings, Mr. Herriman
suggested that AOMM3 promote political will for a framework that supports
continued implementation of BPA, highlighting 1UU, the link sustainability and
trade, and the need to address climate change. FWG members agreed that the BPA
provides a good framework for the current and future initiatives. Further, the Lead
Shepherd encouraged FWG participants to coordinate and collaborate with other
regional organizations, including financial institutions, in future BPA work.

Item 7. FWG Projects Current and Proposed

48.

49.

50.

The United States updated the FWG on the project entitled “Improving the
Conservation and Management of Sharks in the Eastern Pacific”. They informed
the FWG that the region’s first workshop dedicated to regional cooperation in
shark conservation and management was held in Manta, Ecuador in July of 200
and included representatives from shark scientists and government officials from
every country in the eastern Pacific. The workshop identified a series of next steps
for improved sustainability of shark stocks and agreed to develop a shark
identification guide and data collecting tool, a draft of which was proposed to the
FWG. The FWG noted that the guide would be useful for distribution in other
relevant fora.

Chile presented on advancements being made in the development on an APEC
aquaculture strategy and workshops that were held in support of that development.
FWG participants noted that there are many issues that are relevant to this
discussion, including socio-economic concerns, feed issues for aquaculture, and
capacity building. FWG members and participants stressed the need for greater
coordination across working groups. The Lead Shepherd reminded the project
leader on the need to ensure the updated point of contacts within economies and
encouraged work intercessionally.

Peru presented the results of a workshop on Pectin (scallop) traceability. The
workshop examined a series of issues that potentially impact pectin trade, such as
water quality, harvesting measures, and market availability. Results from the
workshop, held in December of 2008, included the development of guidance for
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51.

52.

economies on these issues. Peru noted that the final report will be available soon
and economies stated their interest in reviewing the report.

The United States presented on progress made in the APEC Partnership Training
Institute Network (PTIN). The PTI is composed of government, industry, and
academic food experts, with the goal of building upon and enhance existing
resources in the region to create a network of institutes with the capacity to
conduct training in international best practices in food safety. The United States
outlined next steps, including a dinner, co-hosted with the World Bank and a
workshop in Singapore during the summer of 2009. The Lead Shepherd confirmed
the importance of this issue to APEC and encouraged economies to participate in
these meetings.

Six new projects were discussed by the FWG for consideration: expansion of the
current shark initiative into Southeast Asia, a new project on derelict fishing gear
in the region, a continuation of the live reef trade initiative, the development of a
new project on small pelagic fisheries and food security, and a workshop on
climate change and fisheries that could be held at the next FWG meeting. The
representative of APEC provided an overview of deadlines and quality review for
project proposals. The Lead Shepherd noted the need for proposals to be strategic,
especially given the new project proposal cycle and the new requirement that
proposals can only be submitted for approval twice.

Item 8. Closing

53.

The Lead Shepherd closed the meeting, thanking Canada as host country and to
Peru for agreeing to host in 2010. The FWG strongly thanked the Lead Shepherd
for her leadership in the working group and requested that she remain as LS for an
additional term, given the importance of ensuring continuity between the working
group’s work preceding and following AOMMS. The Lead Shepherd agreed to
this extension but stressed the importance of participation of all FWG members to
the success of the group. The FWG also discussed and agreed to create a vice
chair position to assist the Lead Shepherd in her work.
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