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Taiwan’s Sinological Environment and Resources

Presented at the Round Table on Summer School, EACS, August 8, 2008

In 1949, many scholars and experts relocated from Mainland China to Taiwan,
and a great number of rare books and other written materials were brought along.
Taiwan became a thriving hub of Sinological studies. The Nationalist government
under Chiang Kai-shek regarded the preservation and transmission of traditional
Chinese culture and values as one of its main tasks. In financial and other ways,
priority was given to promoting these studies. Political developments in Mainland
China under Mao Zedong were not favorable to cultivation of ‘classical’ or
‘traditional’ culture, and starting in 1966 with the outbreak of the Cultural Revolution,
even the educational system was disrupted for many years. Many written resources
were lost. To a degree which many foreigners might not realize, this created a
situation in which the quantity and quality of research facilities in Taiwan were vital
to the continuing viability of Sinology.

In recent decades, sociopolitical as well as economic changes in the PRC have
led to a boom in intellectual life, which has included the recovery and reprinting of
many ‘traditional’ materials which had long been inaccessible. Many young foreign
scholars and students, understandably impressed by this trend, have perhaps come to
neglect the continuing presence of Taiwan’s resources, which in some areas remain
unique. It is particularly important for today’s graduate students to become acquainted
with the possibilities of using these resources in their present and future research.

Taiwan’s research environment

1. Centers

In Taiwan at present, despite the island’s deceptive smallness, there are 69 centers or
graduate schools, affiliated with a total of 35 universities or research institutes,
involved in various aspects of Sinological studies including language and literature,

history, philosophy, religion, and social science. Two of the most internationally well
known are the Center for Chinese Studies and the Institute of History & Philology
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(IHP), Academia Sinica, both in Taipei.

(1) The Center for Chinese Studies (CCS)

The CCS was founded in 1981 and is associated with the National Central Library in
Taipei. The CCS seeks to promote Chinese studies (both classical and modern) in an
international context. Since 1982, the Center has offered grants to enable foreign
scholars (minimally Ph.D. level) to come to Taiwan for periods from three months to
a full year. At present, these grants provide air fare to and from Taiwan in addition to a
monthly allowance ranging from 35,000 to 60,000 NT dollars. Up to now, 288
scholars have visited the CCS.

The Center for Chinese Studies has made a number of important contributions
to facilitating research. These include establishing a collection of Chinese studies
research materials, providing reader services, creating a database of prominent
Sinologists, setting up a research grant program for foreign scholars, publishing
Chinese studies monographs and periodicals, holding international academic
conferences, and participation in overseas book shows. Through these activities, the
Center has established a sound foundation for research in the Chinese humanities and
international exchange in the Chinese studies field.

(2) Institute of History & Philology (IHP), Academia Sinica

The Institute of History and Philology (IHP) of Academia Sinica, Taipei , Taiwan is
one of the foremost research institutions in the international Chinese studies
community. It boasts an accomplished faculty, a library with rare and recent
collections of Chinese history that has few rivals in the world, enormous digital
collections of Chinese historical texts and images, an outstanding museum of Chinese
history and an exhibition room of Taiwanese archaeology.

The IHP is one of the few institutions that still embrace the ideal of a major
historical science, focusing not only on conventional historical research, but also on
archaeology, philology, and fieldwork. The Institute's English name, ‘Institute of
History and Philology,” reflects this idea, emphasizing the study of languages as the
foundation of historical work — a notion predominant in Europe when the Institute
was established. The founding faculty of the Institute, a significant number of whom
had received their training in Europe , realized this ideal in the establishment of the
Institute. At the outset, the Institute had three departments: history, linguistics, and
archaeology. A fourth, the department of anthropology, was added soon afterwards.
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2. Materials

(1) CCS Databases

According to ‘Internet Resources on Chinese Studies in East Asian Libraries of US,
an Analysis of Links, Content and Organization’ by Xi Chen (A Master’s paper
submitted in 2006 to the faculty of the School of Information and Library Science of
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, p.25), the CCS ranks foremost among
East Asian library sites as to frequency of inclusion in web links.

There are several important subject databases which should be mentioned here.
The contents include articles from scholarly journals, periodicals, newspapers,
dissertations, theses, and conference papers:

— Database of the Center for Chinese Studies Collection

— Database of Mainland China Periodicals

— Contents of the Combined Collection of Ming Authors

— Foreign Sinologists Dissertation Abstracts Database

— Bibiliography of Research on Han Philosophers 1912-2001

— Bibiliography of Research on the Classics 1912-1997

— Bibiliography of Tun-huang Studies 1908-1997

— Bibiliography of Research on Wei-Jin Xian Xian Philosophy 1884-2004

(2) IHP Databases

In the 1980s, the IHP began to use computers to organize new and old historical
materials. In pace with rapid developments in information technology, the IHP has
successively promoted and participated in the following projects: the establishment of
the Scripta Sinica Database (1985 to present), the Digital Museum Project (1998 —
2001), the National Digital Archives Preparatory Program (2001), the National Digital
Archives Program (2002 - 2007), the Taiwan e-Learning and Digital Archives
Program (TELDAP) (2008 — 2012), the Images Database System for Public and
Private Collected Ancient Books about Taiwan in the Fu Ssu-Nien Library and the
Images Database System of the Fu Ssu-Nien Library of Rare Books, and the Database
of the Grand Secretariat Archives in the Institute of History and Philology. A total of
22 databases and systems have been set up during the past years.

Of these databases, the Scripta Sinica Database is perhaps the most immediately
important to scholars in humanities fields. The project for the Scripta Sinica database
began in 1984. Up to the present, Scripta Sinica is the largest Chinese full-text
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database to encompass an enormous breadth of historical materials on this scale. More
than 460 titles and 358,000,000 characters of materials pertaining to the traditional
Chinese classics have been included in the database and have been categorized with
meticulous care.

(3) NCL: Rare Books Databases and Remote Access Delivery System

In addition to the CCS and Scripta Sinica Databases, the National Central Library
(which the CCS belongs to) also provides valuable materials and services to
Sinologists. The National Central Library takes pride in having a large collection of
Chinese rare books comprising more than 12,000 titles, from the T’ang to the early
Ch’ing Dynasties. Half of them are Ming imprints. This special collection contains
classical literature, history and philosophy of ancient China. Some of the items are
very rare or even unique, such as Li Ho ko shih-pien (A collection of poems by Li Ho)
from the Northern Sung Dynasty. They are valuable materials for scholars doing
research on the society, culture, economics and various aspects of ancient China.
Besides bibliographic materials, this database system is also linked to an image
database. After you search the ‘Line Mode’ a book & design appears. This means
that for this book, a full-text image is present.

The Remote Electronic Access/Delivery (READnNcI) system was established by
the NCL to enable readers to quickly and conveniently access resources in the library
collection via the internet. The system includes a remote document delivery service
making it even easier to get resources over the web from cooperating libraries.
READnNcI currently provides searches of periodical literature indexes, tables of
contents of recent periodicals, a periodical guide, full-text images of materials on
contemporary literature and history and contemporary artists and writers, indexes of
government gazettes and recent gazette tables of contents, catalogs of government
publications, reports on overseas assignments by officials of the Executive Yuan, and
integrated database search functions.

Possible contributions to summer schools

I hope this brief presentation will be sufficient to show that researchers in Chinese
studies, and especially graduate students, really cannot afford to neglect the
possibilities of going to Taiwan for research. Taiwan has much to offer prospective
summer schools and their participants. Some examples:
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1. During the course of summer schools, experts from Taiwan could be personally
present to introduce and discuss details and procedures of using the relevant databases,
websites, and search methods.

2. The Center for Chinese Studies could consider making available a research grant
for a Ph. D. student who had attended a summer school and obtained suitable
recommendations.

Dr. Katie K. C. Su

Director, Department of International Publication Exchange
National Central Library

Taipei, Taiwan
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