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What is the WTI Project?

 Comprehensive database of trade-related 
indicators of policy and performance

 Yearly data from 1995-2007 (online)

 Information on other trade databases and links

 Online Tool
 Country rankings (default and customized)

 Charts, tables, and maps (default and customized)

 User can choose time periods and country groups

 210 Country Trade-at-a-Glance (TAAG) 
tables

 139 Country briefs

 Overview report



Why?

 Provide impetus for policy change by highlighting 

performance relative to competitors/partners 

 Better informed negotiation and policy design

 Facilitate comparison of different dimensions of 

policy affecting trade outcomes

 Time dimension: allow assessment of different 

dimensions of policy over time

 Highlight gaps in the data



Has Some New Indicators

 Provides new indicators:
 Production weighted tariff averages

 Share of tariff lines with a zero MFN tariff rate

 MFN zero duty imports and exports

 Imports and exports to/from partners in FTA and CUs

 Utilization rates and value of EU and US preferences

 Extent of services trade liberalization commitments

 Index of import concentration from UNCTAD

 Export and import destination concentraton indices

 Share of top 5 exports in total exports



Structure of WTI database: 

organizing for users
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WTI Website Functionalities

 Views (see handout)

 Country Rankings

 Country Snapshots

 Country Comparisons

 Overtime Comparisons

 Map





Ranking by policy: latest 2006-07, 

top 20, 25% policy weighting

Rank Country Trade Policy

External 

Environment

Institutional 

Environment

Trade 

Facilitation

1  Singapore 1 43 1 1

2  Norway 9 16 11 16

3  Canada 15 21 7 10

4  Switzerland 3 33 16 7

5  Israel 10 9 29 33

6  Hong Kong, China 1 71 4 8

7  United States 11 63 3 14

8  United Kingdom 21 73 6 9

9  Denmark 21 73 5 13

9  Sweden 21 73 14 4

11  Ireland 21 73 8 11

11  Malaysia 20 42 24 27

13  Germany 21 73 20 3

13  Netherlands 21 73 21 2

15  Finland 21 73 13 15

16  Austria 21 73 25 5

17  Belgium 21 73 19 12

18  Turkey 4 37 57 34

19  France 21 73 31 18

19  Japan 52 73 12 6

19  Taiwan, China 19 53 50 21



Ranking by policy: latest 2006-07, 

bottom 20, 25% policy weighting

Rank Country Trade Policy

External 

Environment

Institutional 

Environment

Trade 

Facilitation

97  Cameroon 114 46 154 84

98  Cote d'Ivoire 80 68 155 102

98  Guyana 110 49 104 142

100  Gabon 119 12 144 135

101  Madagascar 101 48 149 121

102  Niger 99 9 169 144

103  Mozambique 68 114 134 110

104  Uganda 115 114 118 83

105  Cambodia 90 120 145 81

106  Benin 98 122 151 89

107  Eritrea 63 104 171 125

107  Tanzania 88 107 130 138

109  Malawi 125 124 127 91

110  Senegal 94 111 162 101

111  Nepal 120 123 111 131

112  Togo 95 118 156 120

113  Mali 102 121 158 109

114  Burundi 104 102 174 113

115  Burkina Faso 100 125 161 122

116  Rwanda 121 119 150 149





The Economist: June 19
th

2008



Tariffs have been falling, incl. in China 

and India, but only modestly in other 

BRICs and have risen in Russia

MFN tariff, import weighted
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Russia is one of 31 countries that 

increased their tariffs in recent years

Country  

 

1995-99 

(%) 

 

2000–04 

(%) 

 

2007 

(%) 

 

Absolute 

increase 

between 2007 

and 2000-04 

 

Percent  

increase  

between 2007 and 

2000-04 (%) 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina .. 6 7 1 16.7 

Russian Federation 11.8 9.8 11.1 1.3 13.3 

Sri Lanka 20.9 9.9 11.4 1.6 15.2 

Lithuania 3.5 3.5 5.3 1.7 51.4 
Latvia 4.3 3.5 5.3 1.8 51.4 

Iceland 3.7 5.3 7.6 2.3 43.4 

Bhutan 15.3 19.4 21.9 2.5 12.9 

Zimbabwe 27.9 17.4 20.1 2.7 15.5 

Vanuatu .. 13.8 16.6 2.8 20.3 

Estonia 0.1 1.6 5.3 3.7 231.3 

Uganda .. 8.7 12.6 3.9 44.8 

Uzbekistan .. 11 15.6 4.6 41.8 

Kazakhstan 9.5 2.8 7.8 5 178.6 

Madagascar 6.9 4.6 12.4 7.8 169.6 

 



Services trade commitments vary : 

South Africa among BRIICS stands out



SAS exports face highest tariff 

barriers; MNA’s lowest; BRICS’ are 

in the middle

ROW applied tariff, export weighted
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Value of EU & US preferences is low to 

modest for most & very low for BRIICS

as a % of bilateral exports
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All groups have had substantial real 

growth in trade in the last decade: 

BRIICS sustained it unlike most in 07
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BRIICS Policy Indicators; 

Trade Policy 2006-07 latest

Upper Middle Income Average
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BRIICS Policy Indicators; 

External Environment 2006-07 

latest
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BRIICS Policy Indicators; 

Institutional Environment 2006-

07 latest

Upper Middle Income Average

South Africa

Russian Federation

Indonesia

India

High income OECDs Average

China

BRIICS

Brazil

0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140

1

Ease of Doing Business - rank (out of 178 countries)



BRIICS Policy Indicators; 

Trade Facilitation 2006-07 latest
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BRIICS Policy Indicators; 

Trade Outcome 2006-07 latest
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Regional and income analysis: 

summary findings

 Tariff protection, with or without the inclusion of 
preferences, has fallen in all regions and income 
groups, incl. BRIICS, from the mid-1990s to 2007

 In both low income and BRIICS countries, it fell 45% 

 High income countries still have lowest averages, but…

 High-income countries have higher nontariff barriers, 
greater tariff escalation and dispersion, and much 
higher maximum tariffs than low-income countries.  
These barriers are especially high in areas of export 
interest to developing countries, esp. agric & garments.

 Barriers to services trade are still high across countries 
and especially in the low income countries but also in 
middle income countries and BRIICS.



Regional and income analysis: 

summary findings (cont.)

 Significant gap in quality of trade facilitation between 
the high-income countries and even the best-
performing developing countries (SA 24th; China 30th).

 Countries whose institutional environments are better 
tend to have a higher share of manufactures in their 
goods exports, have lower export concentration, and 
tend to be more integrated in the world economy.

 Over the past decade, countries with lower barriers 
have tended to have stronger, more consistent trade 
and export performance 



Next Steps

 Improve website functionalities

 Online-only update of WTI 2008 database and 
TAAGs by December 2008

 Produce WTI 2009 database, ranking tool, 
TAAGs, briefs, and overview report by 
September 2009

 http://www.worldbank.org/wti2008 or

 http://www.worldbank.org/trade or

 http://worldbank.org/wbi

http://www.worldbank.org/wti2008
http://www.worldbank.org/trade
http://www.w/
http://www.worldbank.org/trade

