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摘    要

美國國際訪客計畫係美國為增加各國對美國政府制度及政策之瞭解，並加強良好關係，爰逐年邀請各國人士前往美國參訪，藉由公共政策討論、專業知識交換及教育文化交流，促進各國人士與美國同儕間之互動。

美國國務院辦理本次「美國貿易政策」行程係屬國際訪客計畫之團體計畫，參訪內容包括美國貿易政策之政策形成、國內情勢、議題立場及未來貿易政策走向等，計畫期間自本(97)年5月14日至6月5日，為期23天，參加人員計來自亞洲、非洲、歐洲、美洲、大洋洲等19國家之官員、記者及貿易業者，參訪城市則包括華府、紐約、伊利諾州、紐奧良及西雅圖等地，藉由自中央決策機關至地方執行機構之系列參訪，以瞭解美國貿易政策之全貌。
本計畫涵蓋農業、製造業、金融服務、交通運輸及資訊產業等多項貿易領域。農業相關行程，包括拜會美國貿易代表署，得以進一步瞭解美國目前在WTO杜哈回合談判立場及對外洽簽自由貿易協定之相關進展；由拜訪美國農部瞭解美國農業概況及玉米生質酒精產業最新進展；另藉由訪問美國南方貿易協會進而詢問美國農產品海外拓銷計畫等細節，頗有收獲。另參訪過程中與自世界各國人員之晤談互動，亦有助於對各國對外貿易政策立場之瞭解。
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1、 美國國際訪客計畫簡介
2、 本次「美國貿易政策計畫」參訪內容
壹、前言與目的

美國國際訪客計畫(The International Visitor Leadership Program, IVLP)係美國為增加世界各國對美國政府制度及政策之瞭解，並加強與各國良好關係，爰自1940年起辦理該項計畫，期藉由國際間之公共政策、專業知識及教育文化交流，促進各國人士與美國同儕間之互動。

IVLP計畫由美國國務院（United State Department of State）編列經費，每年邀請世界各國約5,000人前往參訪。我國部分係由美國在台協會(American Institute in Taiwan, AIT)規劃各年度之「文化交流計畫」，向美國國務院推薦計畫參加人選，經國務院審查通過後，安排赴美參訪，並由美國國務院委託Meridian International Center機構執行，同時協調美國各州之義務團體，配合訪問主題安排相關事宜。(附件一)
本次行程係為IVLP之團體計畫(Group project)之一，參訪主題為美國貿易政策(US trade policy)，期使各國能進一步瞭解美國貿易政策之政策形成、國內情勢、議題立場及未來政策走向。本次參訪計畫共計有來自19國家之官員、記者及貿易業者，此行並助於瞭解各國對各項貿易議題所採立場及進行意見交流。
貳、出國行程
	日     期
	行   程   內   容

	5月13日 (星期二)
	起程(台北至美國洛杉磯)

	5月14日 (星期三)
	抵達美國華盛頓特區

	美國首府華盛頓特區（Washington D.C.）

	5月14日 (星期三)
	參訪課程介紹

	
	專題演講：「美國聯邦制度簡介」

	
	學員介紹交流

	5月15日 (星期四)
	「美國國際訪客計畫」介紹

	
	「美國貿易政策」課程

	
	「美國國際訪客計畫」介紹

	5月16日 (星期五)
	拜訪美國貿易代表署 (USTR)

	
	拜訪美國聯邦眾議院 (House of Representatives)

	
	拜訪聯邦交易委員會 (Federal Trade Commission)

	5月17日 (星期六)
	華府市區參訪

	5月18日 (星期日)
	文化參訪及資料整理

	5月19日 (星期一)
	拜訪美國卡托研究所 (Cato Institute)

	
	拜訪美國農部經濟研究署 (USDA/ERS)

	
	拜訪美國小型企業局 (Small Business Administration)

	5月20日 (星期二)
	拜訪美國商業部 (DOC)

	
	拜訪美國在台協會 (AIT)

	紐約市 (New York)

	5月21日 (星期三)
	由華盛頓前往紐約

	5月22日 (星期四)
	拜訪美國ICE期貨公司 (ICE Futures U.S.) 

	
	拜訪道瓊新聞中心 (Dow Jones News Service)

	
	紐約大學國際經貿教授Jonathan Eaton講座

	5月23日 (星期五)
	Meeks, Sheppard, Leo & Pillsbury 法律事務所講座

	
	拜訪花旗銀行 (Citibank)

	
	美商雷曼兄弟公司能源顧問 (Lehman Brothers Inc.)講座

	5月24日 (星期六)
	紐約市文化參訪

	伊利諾州Sterling 鎮 (Sterling, Illinois)

	5月25日 (星期日)
	由紐約前往伊利諾州Sterling 鎮

	5月26日 (星期一)
	參加陣亡將士紀念日 (Memorial Day)活動

	5月27日 (星期二)
	拜訪Rock River Lumber and Grain 公司

	
	拜訪Sterling鎮公所

	
	拜訪Rosengren農場

	紐奧良市 (New Orleans)

	5月28日 (星期三)
	由伊利諾州前往紐奧良市

	5月29日 (星期四)
	訪問美國南部貿易協會 (Southern US Trade Association)

	
	訪問紐奧良世界貿易中心

	
	訪問紐奧良市經濟發展局

	5月30日 (星期五)
	訪問紐奧良港務警察局 (Port of New Orleans Harbor Police) 

	
	訪問紐奧良港

	5月31日 (星期六)
	紐奧良災區重建參觀

	西雅圖市 (Seattle)

	6月 1日 (星期日)
	由紐奧良市前往西雅圖市

	6月 2日 (星期一)
	訪問華盛頓州貿易經濟發展辦公室

	6月 3日 (星期二)
	訪問華盛頓大學國際政策研究所

	
	訪問華盛頓科技工業協會(Technology Industry Association)

	
	訪問西雅圖地區貿易發展聯盟(Trade Development Alliance)

	6月 4日 (星期三)
	華盛頓大學國際貿易運輸及後勤管理講座

	
	訪問波音公司 (Boeing Corporation)

	6月5日 (星期四)
	美國貿易政策計畫檢討會議

	6月6日 (星期五)
	參訪行程結束，整理報告資料

	6月7日 (星期六)
	由西雅圖返回台灣

	6月8日 (星期日)
	返抵台北


參、參訪內容

本次「美國貿易政策計畫」包括參訪美國聯邦及州郡等貿易機關(構)，涵蓋範圍廣泛(附件二)，以下謹就相關重點略予敘述。
1、 訪問機關(構)簡介

(1) 美國貿易代表署 (The United States Trade Representative, USTR)
美國貿易代表署為研擬及協調美國國際貿易、貨品、對外投資及監督對外談判之專責機關，其首長為美國貿易談判代表，為內閣成員，並擔任美國總統之貿易政策首席顧問、談判長及發言人。
該署隸屬於總統辦公室(Executive Office of the President)，透過部會間協調，USTR協調貿易政策、解決部會爭議，研擬決策方案以供總統裁決。USTR代表同時擔任海外私部門投資機構(Overseas Private Investment Corporation, OPIC)副主席、輸出入銀行(Export-Import Bank)非投票成員，以及國家諮詢委員會國際貨幣及財政政策成員。
(2) 美國聯邦眾議院 (US House of Representatives)

聯邦眾議院為美國政府立法部門之較大成員，依據美國憲法聯邦眾議員代表人數分配係取決於人口數。憲法明訂眾議員由普選產生，每兩年一期，俾能充分代表選民意見。眾議員係由全國各相當人口之選區中選出，而每州應至少有一位眾議員。
依據1911年分派法案(The Apportionment Act of 1911)，目前眾議院席次為435人，惟依法國會得增加席次。眾議員任期雖僅兩年，惟可無限期重選，眾議院主席即為眾議院發言人(The Speaker)。
(3) 美國農部 (US Department of Agriculture, USDA)
美國農部致力於改善美國人的生活品質，該部支持農業生產及協助確保安全、可負擔、營養及可獲取的食物供應體系。美國農部同時負責農、林、牧用地，並提供經濟機會以支持農村實質發展。該部重要目標之一為拓展美國農林產品及農業服務之國際市場，並降低美國境內及全球之糧食饑荒。
(4) 美國中小企業局 (Small Business Administration, SBA)
中小企業局主要負責美國中小企業及農企業之諮詢協助，並提供必要照顧及保護，及確保中小企業等少數弱勢能獲取部分政府採購或委辦契約等。中小企業局施政計畫包括提供適當融資、天然災害及急難救助等，其國際貿易計畫亦協助拓展產品外銷，另該局亦審核、管理及進行投資貸款。
(5) 美國商業部 (US Department of Commerce, DOC)

美國商業部鼓勵、服務及推動美國之國際貿易、經濟發展及科技進展。在鼓勵一競爭、自由企業體系之施政架構下，商業部進行多項計畫，包括提供協助及資訊以增加出口，防止國外不合理貿易競爭、提供必要社會經濟統計分析、資助科學、工程及科技之研究發展，以及協助促進國內經濟發展。
(6) 聯邦交易委員會 (Federal Trade Commission, FTC)
聯邦交易委員會之成立宗旨為防止自由企業體制為共同壟斷及交易限制所削弱，或被不公平或欺騙行為所破壞。爰此，交易委員會提供消費者保護、反壟斷調查、個案及管控措施等經濟分析，同時監測政府措施對各產業所產生之競爭效果及對消費者影響，並對上述事宜提出專案報告。
(7) 卡托研究所 (CATO Institute)

卡托研究所成立於1977年，機構命名係來自美國革命期間一系列鼓吹自由主義之宣導小冊Cato’s Letters，以為自由且開放之政策研究。該研究所致力於擴展美國對公共政策的討論領域，並將美國傳統之制衡政府、個人自由、自由市場及和平等價值納入考量。爰此，卡托研究所積極扮演彙集知識份子及有志大眾共同關心及諫言政府各項公共行政之角色。
(8) 美國製造業協會 (The National Association of Manufacturers, NAM)
美國製造業協會成立於1895年，全國工業領袖於此討論各產業所面臨之全國性及國際性之製造業問題。NAM檢討範圍包括與製造業相關立法、行政規則、法令解釋、司法判例及影響產業之法律相關事宜。至推動計畫內容則包括勞工關係、職業安全、規範及消費者保護等相關事宜。
(9) 美國在台協會 (American Institute in Taiwan, AIT)
美國在台協會係美國於1979年元月與中國建交後，依台灣關係法(Taiwan Relations Act)所成立之非營利之私人機構，以推動兩國間之商業、文化及各項事務之持續交流。AIT於華府地區設有華盛頓總部辦公室，為台北經濟文化代表處之美方對口單位。
(10) 美國南部貿易協會 (Southern US Trade Association, SUSTA)
美國南部貿易協會為一非營利性農業出口貿易發展組織，涵蓋範圍包括15個州及波多黎各等州農業。自1973年起該協會即致力拓展農產品及高附加價值食品外銷，其推動方式係加強美國南部供應者及買家之商務聯繫，並協助供應者作好出口準備。SUSTA之運作經費來源包括USDA海外農業署(Foreign Agriculture Service, FAS)、各州政府農業廳及產業團體，FAS官員並參與及督導多項國外市場拓銷計畫。
2、 參訪講習重點

(1) 美國聯邦制度 (Federalism)
美國在獨立之前受到大不列顛帝國(英國)的殖民統治歷經一百多年，之後發生獨立戰爭，美國戰勝後於1776年獨立。緣因歷史背景及地緣關係陸續發展出之價值觀，包括自由主義、強烈的個人主義、財產私有、平等主義、宗教自由、民主觀念、種族平等、性別平等，形成特有的美國政治文化。
美國憲法全文雖不超過8,000字，但對國家政府機構的運作有很明確的規定。憲法規定立法權、行政權、司法權，分屬於國會、總統和法院。美國目前共有50個州、首都所在地華盛頓哥倫比亞特區，以及若干海外領地。
在立法權部分，美國國會參議院與眾議院組成，參議院是全美50州每州選出2名，共100名參議員，任期6年，每兩年改選1/3。而眾議院則是按照人口比例選出，共435名，任期2年，期滿全部改選。兩院議員均可連任，任期不限。國會的主要職權有：立法權、行政監督權、條約及官員任命的審批權和憲法修改權。
根據美國憲法規定，美國採總統制，行政權屬於總統。總統大選每四年一次，並可連任一次。總統是國家政策的主要制訂者、三軍統帥、所屬政黨的領袖。總統可以否決國會通過的任何法案，除非兩院中各有2/3多數票推翻他的否決，否則該法案就不能成為法律。總統享有發佈行政命令的權力，有官吏任免權、軍事統率權、外交權和赦免權等。總統有權任命聯邦最高司法官員，包括最高法院法官在內，但須獲得參議院的認可。總統還可以對任何被判處違反聯邦法律的人（被彈劾的人除外）作完全或有條件的赦免。在外交事務方面，總統是負責處理對外關係的主要官員，有權與外國締結條約，但須經參議院2/3多數票的批准。美國的總統制的特色之一是，國會握有對總統的彈劾權，可以防止總統濫權。至於美國總統必須具備在美國本土出生、至少年滿三十五歲、在美國至少已居住十四年以上的條件。
為輔佐總統而設有副總統、白宮辦公室、科技委員會、政策發展委員會、國安會、環境品質委員會、管理及預算辦公室..等輔助機構；而聯邦政府設有執行機構，如農業部(USDA)、商業部、國防部、教育部、勞工部、運輸部等，亦設有如CIA、環保署..等的獨立機關、委員會及類官方組織，負責執行各項業務。總統為聯邦政府的代表人。
另有關司法權部分，美國最高法院為美國聯邦最高法院，聯邦最高法院由9個大法官組成，建構出完整的司法制衡體系。
(2) 美國貿易政策(USTR立場)
當世界貿易組織(WTO)進入第二個十年，美國貿易政策立場仍持續追求自由、透明及基於貿易規則的多邊貿易體系。作為第二次世界大戰後貿易體系之關鍵者及其貿易自由化之立場，美國盼與WTO貿易夥伴分享一共同目的：即藉由消除貿易障礙以擴展全球經貿機會。過去在在關稅貿易總協定(General Agreement on Tariff and Trade, GATT)的八個多邊談判及自2001年起啟動之杜哈回合談判，顯示本共同目標仍穩定進行中。自2001年杜哈發展回合開始，美國已正式提出約200項提議，俾減少全球在服務業、農產品和工業產品的貿易障礙，同時強化WTO體系之運作規則。

   在2006年12月世貿組織第六次香港部長級會議設定路線以後，WTO談判持續面臨挑戰， 美國將推促其他會員共同朝向更積極且更大幅度之貿易自由化和農業改革之結論邁進，倘達成具體進展，杜哈回合談判將對全球經濟發展作出重大貢獻。美國和其他WTO會員將繼續提供更多技術協助和能力建構，以保證所有會員之持續參與。另依近年來談判進展顯示，談判過程應尋求WTO會員國之共同聚焦、靈活彈性及充分之政治意願，美國仍堅持這些要件，以期儘早達成杜哈回合談判。

美國貿易政策之基本特點為維護一開放、競爭的國內環境，遵從WTO會員義務及維持在多邊貿易體系之領導地位，即使在面臨全球競爭新挑戰現況下依然如此。 回顧過去，美國經濟因快速拓展出口而維持強而有力之經濟成長，而相對地美國的進口成長亦加速了美國貿易夥伴之出口擴張。國內經濟增長導致了聯邦稅收之增加，並縮小美國聯邦預算赤字對國民生產總值之比例。同時美國在全球貿易自由化的領導地位亦數度由國會授權以貿易促進法案(Trade Promotion Authority, TPA)，即行政部門得在國會諮詢下進行貿易協定之諮商談判，倘經協議完成，再由參眾議院進行表決通過即快速達成( Fast track mechanism)。

在WTO規則允許範圍內，美國亦進一步進行區域或雙邊之自由貿易協定諮商，以更寬廣的角度推動貿易自由化。美國自早即視區域及雙邊協定為多邊貿易自由化之催化劑，如在1934年和1945年之間，美國已加入32個互惠貿易協定，許多條文精神隨後並納入GATT法規中，多年來美國相關協定均依GATT精神訂定，並持續向前推促。例如美國倡議零關稅貿易，提供大多數產品無配額保護的市場進入機會；多次重申WTO規範及加強智慧財產權之保護;此外亦落實貿易便捷措施及引入勞工及環境保護標準。整體而言，美國認為雙邊和區域貿易協議有助於全球性貿易自由化之推動，促進商業和經濟增長，同時刺激FTA夥伴進一步參與WTO運作。
依照美國法律，美國行政部門推動各類計畫俾利加強與利益相關者協商並尋求支持以持續開放國際貿易政策。美國政府主動尋求公眾評論，並在國會相關諮詢委員會之架構下推動。這些諮詢委員會的代表成員係由商業、農業、勞工、環境、消費者及其他國內團體中選出，此類之溝通有助於支持環境保護和其他目標之貿易政策的發展。
目前美國依WTO規範所訂定平均關稅為3.6%，而倘將GSP及其他優惠關稅併為列入考慮時，則美國貿易實際適用關稅僅為1.4%，以2005年為例，70%輸入美國產品(包括關稅優惠部分)係為免稅進口。此外，美國服務業市場亦屬開放型競爭，美國貿易管理行政同時對公眾亦為透明公開。

針對WTO杜哈回合談判，美國仍持續積極與各會員國就各項敏感議題進行溝通，以期儘早結束本回合談判，這些敏感議題包括農業市場進入、服務業貿易、環境科技以及智慧財產權保護等。即使如此，由於會員國在農業和非農產品市場進入問題上的嚴重分歧，持續數年的杜哈回合談判遲遲未能達成協議，WTO相關談判主席繼續提出新妥協方案，期各會員國能儘快達成一致，以期儘早達成全面談判結論。(註：惟本次參訪過程中，多數美國貿易業者並不看好杜哈回合將於近期內達成協議)
(3) 美國玉米政策(USDA資料)
過去兩年來，在美國玉米產區有數十間乙醇工廠投入興建，至2007年初，美國乙醇產業之年度產量為62億加侖。倘未來能源政策不變，則依此比例增加至2011年之預估產量為110億加侖，較之2006年係以倍數成長，因此浮現之問題為這些乙醇生產者能否獲取足夠之玉米原料。
按目前玉米酒精轉換率為每浦式耳玉米生產2.7加侖酒精，因此在2011年時美國將需要約40億浦式耳的玉米，為達上述產量，玉米生產勢將影響美國農業於本世紀之走向。依美國農部之最新推估，額外的酒精玉米需求將由出口及飼料用途等途徑轉入。而美國未來倘成功發展纖維生質能源(cellulosic biomass)技術(即由木材纖維及作物殘渣作為發酵原物料)，則玉米更將成為生質酒精生產之重要作物。
由於未來酒精之市場需求可能降低美國玉米之出口機會，美國農部預測未來之出口結構為：日本及台灣因所得較高，因此仍將維持進口美國玉米；加拿大因有大規模的玉米生產，因未來有機會拓展出口；至埃及、中美洲及加勒比海等國則因所得較低，進口玉米數量恐將減少，轉而發展國內玉米生產或尋求替代品。此外，美國玉米出口之減緩將促使其他國家投入國際玉米市場，這些具潛力的出口國家包括阿根廷、巴西、中國及墨西哥等。
由酒精產業導致之玉米需求成長，可能由單位面積之產量增加予以滿足，例如過去十年來美國玉米單位產量已達每英畝140浦式耳，較前期之116浦式耳顯著增加。此外，美國未來亦可能投入更多農地進行玉米生產，包括由種植黃豆農地者轉出。
密集式玉米栽培亦為解決之道，譬如過去採行之玉米-黃豆輪作法者，未來可能改採玉米-玉米-黃豆輪作法，甚至玉米連作方式亦有可能。另應注意目前肥料價格之持續上漲，將不利於農民投入玉米生產。利用玉米殘梗亦可生產酒精，如每英畝玉米田生產約5,500磅之玉米殘梗，可轉換成約180加侖之酒精，惟因長期以來玉米殘梗係用於採收後留置原地維護地力，因此採行殘梗酒精生產時需注意農田地力之維護。
玉米酒精之發酵利用，無論採取乾碾法或濕碾法，均將產生大量的可溶物乾燥酒粕(Distillers dried grains with solubles, DDGS)等副產品，可作為飼料成分。目前每56磅的玉米可生產17.4磅的玉米酒粕，在美國已作為毛豬及肉雞的飼料成分，以降低玉米及蛋白質之添加，此種副產品之市場行銷，將使種植玉米利潤更為可觀。
為求更為有效之利用，美國等國家持續發展纖維生質能源技術，即利用林、農業廢料作為酒精發酵原料。依據美國能源部及美國農部報告，至21世紀中期，美國將可生產13億噸的生質能源原料，至少可取代30%的現有原油用量。惟本項技術取決於將纖維素轉換為單雙糖之技術研發，樂觀估計為未來5至10年間將有重大進展，因此在2005年之能源政策法案中，特別提供發展生質原料為再生能源(Renewable fuel)之發展誘因，並要求自2013年起，至少有2億5000萬加侖之生質能源應由纖維生質原料生產。惟在纖維生質能源技術商業化前，玉米仍將為美國酒精生產之主要原料。
(4) 美國農產品出口拓銷計畫

美國農產品出口拓銷計畫共分為三大部分，包括市場進入計畫(Market Access Program, MAP)、新興市場計畫(Emerging Market Program)及出口信保計畫(Export Credit Guarantee Program)。如MAP計畫係依1985年農業法案而成立，其經費來源由USDA編列，交付海外農業署(Foreign Agriculture Service, FAS)主政，以與非營利性之農產貿易協會、農民團體、地區貿易團體、中小企業等民間組織進行公私協力(Public private partnership, PPP)。
MAP計畫推動包括消費者促銷、市場研究、參加貿易展覽及貿易服務等方式，其經費來源除由聯邦編列外(2006年時為2億美元)，產業部門亦提供約60%之經費支出以共同推動。該計畫推動順遂，自1985年以來，美國農業出口成長約增加兩倍，2007年享有農產品出口順差約80億美元。
(5) 參訪美國在台協會
本次參訪期間，國務院安排與AIT華盛頓辦公室經濟組組長Francis Ruzika會晤，期間雙方續就台美雙邊貿易議題交換意見，內容包括豬肉瘦肉精殘留標準、牛肉解禁、動物產品檢疫、政府米底價訂定、口蹄疫撲滅計畫等涉及美國農業業者出口利益等相關議題。R組長同時詢問農委會高級長官調動狀態，並對農委會未來貿易政策走向甚為關切。
肆、心得與建議

本次交流計畫涵蓋範圍甚廣，舉凡與美國貿易政策相關者多予納入，相關參訪單位包括美國眾議院、聯邦機關如USTR、美國商業部、USDA、中小企業局、聯邦交易委員會以及美國在台協會、卡托研究所等，另在地方部分則拜訪了美國南部貿易協會等重要農產貿易機構，以及伊利諾州之大型農場與穀物運輸業者，對進一步瞭解美國農產貿易全貌幫助甚大。茲謹將本次參訪計畫心得及建議略述如下：
1、 繼續參與美國國際訪客計畫

IVLP計畫由美國國務院編列經費，邀請各國人員前往參訪，俾增加各國對美國政府制度及政策之瞭解，及培養良好關係。我國參訪部分係由美國在台協會規劃並向美國國務院推薦計畫參加人選，經國務院審查通過後受邀前往。雖然本項計畫並非我國主導，惟藉由計畫參訪得以拜訪美國相關機構及人員，有利進一步瞭解各項關切議題之美方立場及運作模式，增加雙方瞭解，因此未來仍宜繼續派員參加本項計畫。
另IVLP可略分為個別計畫(Individual project)及團體計畫(Group project)，而過去我國參加人員多以前者為主，即針對特別主題經美方安排訪員進行參訪，參訪重點明確且具有聚焦效果。至本次參訪則屬團體計畫，主題為美國貿易政策，主因貿易議題廣泛且相互牽動，屬於概括性課程。參與此類課程之優點在於較易掌握議題之全貌，同時藉由參訪期間與各國人員之互動，增廣貿易見聞及瞭解各國對各項議題所採立場，並進行意見交流及建立友誼。概括言之，兩類計畫各有其優劣得失，參訪人員宜依參訪目標予以評估思考。
2、 美國貿易情勢及政策走向
推動全球貿易自由化及追求美國最大利益為美國對外貿易既定立場，惟因民主黨於國會佔有多數，且美國近年來因工業產品市場開放導致國內失業及產業外移等諸多問題，因此在2007年6月30日貿易促進法案TPA到期後，美國國會拒絕展延行政部門TPA的期限。根據TPA法律，布希總統有權協商國際貿易協議，而國會只能投票決定通過與否，不能對該協議進行修改，因此在拒絕展延後，布希總統在其任期剩餘時間內，洽簽新的貿易協議勢將遭遇困難，而國會亦未保證TPA法案將於下屆總統任期內重新適用，因此對於WTO杜哈回合談判，將更增加其複雜性與不確定性。

另本次參訪USTR，官員表示美國政府部門仍繼續推動WTO杜哈回合談判及相關FTA協議；而其他參訪行程中之部分專家學者則表示本年為總統大選年，因此各項貿易諮商腳步趨緩為其必然；另民間貿易協會等業者，對未來WTO進展則多不看好，原因略以美國在巨額貿易逆差與製造業加速外移亞洲的情形下，貿易保護主義有再次抬頭趨勢，國內對貿易自由化之爭議甚大。以美國與中美洲國家之CAFTA協定而言，國會僅以極小差距通過，而對於如美韓FTA協定，在美國汽車等產業部門的強力反彈下，未來能否順利在國會表決通過亦屬未定之天。因此在無TPA的快速授權下，WTO杜哈回合談判於近期內達成協議之可能性實在不大。
3、 新興貿易保護主義的不確定性
在冷戰過後，美國曾為世界上的超級強權，其他國家甚難制衡，但在911恐怖攻擊後，美國本土安全開始受到威脅。近年來美國因經濟成長趨緩，失業問題日趨嚴重，相較地包括中國、印度、俄羅斯、巴西等金磚四國新興國家興起，美國人民備感威脅。特別在傳統產業無法與低價進口產品競爭而相繼倒閉，或因追求比較利益而持續外移之時，人民對未來經濟願景及就業安全更加恐懼，於是美國貿易保護主義氣氛日漸瀰漫。長期以來以由市場需求主導(Market-driven)的多項貿易政策議題，逐一走向汎政治化(Politicized)。
在美國總統大選部分，共和黨候選人馬侃(John McCain)主張美國應繼續追求自由化，並希望簽署更多的雙邊FTA；民主黨候選人歐巴馬(Barack Obama)雖未直接反對FTA，惟其態度較為保留，而民主黨內又以照顧國內企業主張為主導勢力。因此美國貿易業者普遍認為本次美國總統大選結果，將關係到美國未來是否仍維持積極推動全球貿易自由化之領導地位。
4、 美國能源政策及玉米生產

長期以來美國玉米生產一直處於市場需求不足之狀態，為緩解本國供應壓力，美國採取鼓勵生物能源生產政策，藉由酒精發酵生產，將玉米轉化為酒精燃料，以消化剩餘的玉米產量，並維持市場價格。2007年美國通過了新能源法案，該法案要求2008年美國汽油中摻混的可再生能源要達到90億加侖，2015年以前要達到150億加侖，2022年要達到360加侖。依據該法案，美國農部預估未來玉米酒精之生產將持續增加，而美國玉米種植協會亦有所謂“15x15x15”展望，即至2015年，美國玉米產量達到150億浦式耳，約合3.8億噸，而美國玉米酒精產量將達到150億加侖，即約5,600萬噸燃料酒精，生產這些酒精將消耗1.36億噸玉米。

爰此，近年來在美國中西部的玉米帶(Corn Belt)產區已蓬勃發展燃料酒精工業，本次參訪中更見到美國農民對生產玉米之信心，因此可預期在未來幾年內美國生物能源仍將大量使用玉米以生產酒精。而雖然美國單位玉米產量逐年增長，惟玉米酒精之長期需求量更大，因此玉米國際價格在短期內，仍將維持高檔。由於長期來我國畜牧業之飼料來源係以進口玉米為大宗，未來宜持續發展替代性飼料或酌增國內飼料玉米生產量。
另美國為充分利用酒精生產之副產物(即可溶物乾燥酒粕, DDGS)，美國農部近年積極推動以DDGS取代部分玉米，而我國進口DDGS數量亦逐年增加。依本會畜產試驗所之研究報告顯示，含可溶物乾燥玉米酒粕是泌乳牛蛋白質、脂肪、磷與能量的良好來源，品質良好的含可溶物乾燥玉米酒粕在瘤胃中非常容易被消化，而且能改善泌乳牛的表現，而添加10%的含可溶物乾燥玉米酒粕能使泌乳牛的產乳量平均每頭每天增加0.9公斤，因此優質的DDGS可為熱帶及亞熱帶酪農業相當有潛力的高品質飼料原料。鑒於飼料成本佔我國畜牧生產之成本甚高，未來如何發展有效的飼料配方以降低生產成本，持續為我國畜禽產業永續發展之重要方向。
5、 公私協力以拓展農產品外銷
公私協力(PPP)係指政府部門將公共服務事業，採行與民間合作的方式推動執行，如此可將民間較高效率之「成本效益分析」與「執行能力」，帶入政府服務功能中，同時擴大「公民參與」，使民間組織與政府共同合作，以從事公共事務之執行和公共建設工作。在本次參訪紐奧良行程中曾拜會美國南部貿易協會 (SUSTA)，該協會即與美國農部進行公私協力合作，共同推動農產品外銷。
為拓展海外市場，美國農部海外農業署持續推動之市場進入計畫MAP，其經費自2002年之1億美元逐年增加至2006年之2億美元，而農產品出口貿易值亦扮隨成長，成效顯著。有關MAP計畫研提部分，USDA係於每年適當時間於聯邦公報(Federal Register)刊登計畫申請細節，相關協會及私人企業則依公告內容研提計畫書送交由USDA進行評比，依計畫之重要性、可行性及預期效益相互競爭。在配合經費部分，農業合作社及小型企業可申請品牌補助計畫，惟必須支付50%以上之相對經費；至貿易協會參與一般性促銷展覽，則至少須支付10%的配合經費。
MAP計畫涵蓋農產品種類廣泛，包括有蘋果、蘆筍、蜜桃罐頭與雞尾果汁、鯰魚、櫻桃、柑桔、棉花、乳品、乾豆、蛋品、飼料穀物、馬鈴薯、葡萄、蜂蜜、蛇麻、奇異果、肉類、花生、梨、寵物食品、開心果、禽肉、李、葡萄乾、稻米、鮭魚、黃豆、草莓、葵花子、魚肉醬、牛油、蕃茄製品、核桃、西瓜及小麥等食品及纖維作物，在2007年計畫中，共有包括阿拉斯加海鮮行銷協會等60餘個協會及企業參與本項計畫。由於美國勞工工資水準偏高，農產貿易業者表示相關行銷策略須採高品質農畜產品生產，或是發展迎合消費者需要之食品種類，俾區隔來自國際低價農產品之市場競爭。
我國近年來亦積極推動農產品全球行銷，出口貿易值逐年提升；而美國相關貿易協會在與政府農業與貿易部門之互動，以及結合生產者、產品定位、全球市場競爭力分析及拓銷活動等環節上，再再展現其專業性、協調性及整體競爭力，此種協力整合方式，值得我國學習。
伍、致謝

本次參加『文化交流計畫』之美國行程由美國國務院主辦，相關作業則由美國在台協會農業組及文化新聞組費心安排，課程則由國務院委辦單位Meridian International Center監督全部課程的規劃及執行，過程順遂。
訪美期間，特蒙委辦單位Meridian International Center計畫主持人 Sheridan Bell, Anna Raguz及執行官員Ron Francis, Karen Shatin, Audrey Ford等人多所協助，以及駐美代表處經濟組姜寶仁秘書及駐紐約辦事處劉漢清組長熱誠接待，謹此深表謝忱。
附件一
International Visitor Leadership Program

Program Overview

The International Visitor Leadership Program annually brings to the United States approximately 5,000 foreign nationals from all over the world to meet and confer with their professional counterparts and to experience America firsthand. The visitors, who are selected by American Foreign Service Officers overseas, are current or potential leaders in government, politics, the media, education, labor relations, the arts, business and other fields.
Among the thousands of distinguished individuals who have participated in the International Visitor Leadership Program since its inception more than five decades ago are more than 200 current and former Chiefs of State, 1,500 cabinet-level ministers, and many, many other distinguished leaders from the public and private sectors.

The invitation to visit the U.S. under the auspices of the International Visitor Leadership Program is extended by U.S. embassies. For that reason, individuals cannot apply to participate in the program. As mentioned, candidates for the program are nominated by American Foreign Service Officers stationed at U.S. Embassies and other Department of State offices overseas. Once the nominations are approved, the program and other logistical arrangements are handled by Department of State staff overseas and in Washington D.C.

Participants in the International Leadership Program may be either fully or partially funded by the Office of International Visitors. Two types of visitors make up the International Visitor Leadership Program — Grant Visitors and Voluntary Visitors. Grant Visitors or "Grantees" travel to the U.S. for periods up to 21 days. Voluntary Visitors generally stay for shorter periods of time, usually 2-14 days. These International Visitors travel to the U.S. either as individuals or in group projects. The group or thematic projects focus on a particular issue such as the U.S. economy or electoral system. Group projects can bring together colleagues with similar professional interests from particular countries, geographic regions or worldwide.

Arrangements for all International Visitors are made by program officers assigned to the Office of International Visitors. The department staff work in concert with a broad range of private, not-for-profit organizations operating under cooperative agreements with the Department of State.

In addition to program agencies, the International Visitor Leadership Program also relies on the commitment and skills of volunteer- based community organizations across the U.S. whose members offer professional program assistance and home hospitality. These volunteer organizations are known as Councils for International Visitors (CIVs). There are currently 95 CIVs in 42 states.
History

1940 – Nelson Rockefeller was named the Coordinator of Commercial and Cultural Affairs for the American Republics. He initiated the exchange of persons program with Latin America, inviting 130 Latin American journalists to the United States. 

February, 1942 – A network of fourteen private shortwave transmitters began broadcasting the newly created Voice of America.

June, 1942 – The Office of War Information (OWI) was established to consolidate scattered agencies of domestic and foreign information.

1946 – OWI was terminated by President Truman, and a small remnant was placed within the State Department. The wartime total of 11,000 personnel shrank to 3,000 including the Voice of America. Within the State Department, the Office of International Information and Cultural Affairs (OIC) in 1946 had a network of 76 branches the world over. Wireless files carried daily news and feature stories from Washington. Sixty-seven information centers and libraries stocked books, displayed exhibits and showed films. The Voice of America broadcast to the world for a total of 36 hours in 24 languages.

1947 – OIC was renamed the Office of International Information and Educational Exchange.

1948 – Representative Karl E. Mundt and Senator H. Alexander Smith marshaled a bill through Congress. Public Law 402, 80th Congress, commonly called the Smith-Mundt Act, established a statutory information agency for the first time in a period of peace with a mission to "promote a better understanding of the United States in other countries, and to increase mutual understanding" between Americans and foreigners. The Smith-Mundt Act gave full recognition to the importance of educational and cultural exchanges sponsored by the government. In recognition of the need to build up a corps of well-informed intellectuals and opinion leaders in the political and social infrastructure, the International Visitor Program was started. 

1952 – The program was consolidated into the exchange of persons program of the State Department.

1953 – President Eisenhower submitted Reorganization Plan Number 8 to Congress which established the United States Information Agency (USIA) to consolidate information functions administered by the State Department and other agencies. The Voice of America was joined to USIA but the educational and cultural exchanges remained with the State Department.

1959 – The exchange function was separated from the Bureau of Public Affairs and was assigned to a newly created Bureau of Educational and Cultural Relations (CU).

1961 – Fulbright-Hays Act is passed and reaffirms the objective of increasing mutual understanding between the people of the United States and the people of other nations.

1978 – USIA is renamed the United States International Communication Agency (USICA) with responsibility for the public diplomacy of the U.S. It combined the information mission with the educational and cultural exchanges through absorbing the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Relations from the State Department.

1982 – The Reagan Administration changed the name back to the United States Information Agency.

1999 – USIA is moved into the U.S. Department of State. The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs maintains its authority under the Fulbright-Hays Act. The International Visitor Program continues under the Bureau. 

2004 - The International Visitor Program's name changed to The International Visitor Leadership Program. Over 4500 visitors participated in the International Visitor Leadership Program from October 2003 – September 2004.
Projects

The International Visitor Leadership Program includes individual and group projects. Individual Projects are tailored for the visitor's professional interests. Group Projects are designed before the visitors arrive in the United States and focus on the common professional interests of the group. Whenever a group travels throughout the United States it is accompanied by professional escort-interpreters. All International Visitor projects are designed to present diverse experiences and discussion topics for their participants. U.S. Department of State desires participation in this program to be a lively and stimulating learning experience. The emphasis is not only on professionally-oriented meetings. It is an important aspect of the program for the visitors to gain an appreciation not only of the geographic size and variety of the U.S., but also its ethnic, cultural, and socio-economic diversity. 

Projects for Individuals 

Individual Projects are designed taking into account the participant's suggestions which are sent to Washington D.C. before he/she leaves his/her country. These suggestions are discussed among those responsible for developing the participant's program, and a preliminary plan is developed. After the participant arrives in the U.S., this plan is discussed with the participant and final arrangements are made.

Projects for Groups

For each Multi-Regional and Regional Group Project, an outline is prepared summarizing the goals of the project, characteristics of the foreign participants, the project themes and the types of activities that may be helpful in meeting the major goals of the project. The summaries are sent to programming institutions and the U.S. embassies abroad. The programming agencies use the outlines as the basis for preparing their project proposals. The embassies use them to assist in determining their nominees for the project. 

Projects for Voluntary Visitors

Voluntary Visitors usually travel either as individuals or as single-country groups self-formed to examine a particular subject. Although combining some aspects of both individual and group projects for grantees, Voluntary Visitor projects are primarily designed around the participants' particular interests and with their active involvement. Suggestions provided by the visitors are sent to Washington, D.C. in advance of their departure for the U.S. and, through constant dialogue with the visitors and Public Affairs Offices overseas, are developed directly by the Voluntary Visitors programming staff, or in conjunction with cooperating programming agencies, into a completed national program. The relatively shorter duration of Voluntary Visitor programs dictates a greater degree of pre-planning, although additional fine-tuning is still possible once the visitors have arrived in the U.S.

There are three general types of Group Projects:

· Multi-Regional Projects (MRPs) — are conducted for English-speaking visitors from all countries of the world and are designed around themes of global interest. 

· Regional Projects (RPs) — tend to focus on topics of specific interest to one geographic region. They may be conducted in English or in a foreign language such as French, Spanish, or Arabic. 

· Single Country/Small Group Projects — focus on topics of concern to a particular country or small number of countries such as a sub-regional grouping. 
English Language Officers and Interpreters

The International Visitor Leadership Program uses the services of the Office of Language Services also within the Department of State to provide English Language Officers and Interpreters to accompany International Visitor participants. The Office of Language Services maintains a contract roster of some 1,000 freelance English Language Officers and Interpreters, covering almost every major language. These Interpreters are hired to take short-term travel assignments (usually 22 days at a time) for projects under the International Visitor Leadership Program and other users as the need arises. 

Interpreters accompany foreign individuals and delegations traveling around the United States and interpret for them in professional exchanges on a wide variety of subjects as well as in less formal situations. The mode of interpretation is usually consecutive, i.e. the interpreter takes notes as a person is speaking and interprets from those notes at regular intervals during the speech. 

Program Alumni

Forty-eight (48) Chiefs of State and Current Heads of Government are International Visitor Leadership Program Alumni.

Africa

	Country
	Name
	Current Position
	Year Participated

	Botswana
	Festus G. Mogae
	President
	(1976)

	Cote d'Ivoire
	Laurent Gbagbo
	President
	(1993)

	Ghana
	John Agyekum Kufuor
	President
	(late 1960's)

	Kenya
	Mwai Kibaki
	President
	(1999)

	Mauritus
	Sir Anerood Jugnauth
	President
	(1981)

	Mauritius
	Navinchandra Ramgoolam 
	Prime Minister
	(1986)

	Togo
	Faure Essozimna Gnassingbe
	President
	(2001)

	Togo
	Yawovi Agboyibo
	Prime Minister
	(1997)


East Asia and Pacific

	Country
	Name
	Current Position
	Year Participated

	New Zealand
	Helen Clark
	Prime Minister
	(1998)

	Taiwan
	Chen Shui-Bian
	President
	(1990)

	Mongolia
	Nambariin Enkhbayar
	President
	(1994)


Europe

	Country
	Name
	Current Position
	Year Participated

	Austria
	Heinz Fischer
	President
	(1964)

	Belgium
	Guy Verhofstadt
	Prime Minister
	(1983)

	Denmark
	Anders Fogh Rasmussen
	Prime Minister
	(1982)

	France
	Francois Fillon
	Prime Minister
	(1984)

	France
	Nicolas Sarkozy
	President
	(1985)

	Finland
	Tarja Halonen
	President
	(1983)

	Georgia
	Mikheil Saakashvili
	President
	(1999)

	Georgia
	Zurab Noghaideli 
	Prime Minister
	(1997)

	Greece
	Constantinos Karamanlis
	Prime Minister
	(1995)

	Kosovo
	Fatmir Sejdiu
	President
	(2003)

	Kyrgyzstan
	Kurmanbek Bakiyev
	President
	(2004)

	Lithuania
	Gediminas Kirkilas
	Prime Minister
	(2002)

	Malta
	Lawrence Gonzi
	Prime Minister
	(1990)

	The Netherlands
	Jan Peter Balkenende
	Prime Minister
	(1985) 

	Portugal
	Anibal Cavaco Silva
	President
	(1978) 

	Slovenia
	Janez Drnovsek
	President
	(1988)

	Sweden
	Fredrik Reinfeldt
	Prime Minister
	(2002)

	Turkey
	Abdullah Gul
	Presdient
	1995

	United Kingdom
	Gordon Brown
	Prime Minister
	(1984/1992)


North Africa, Near East and South Asia

	Country
	Name
	Current Position
	Year Participated

	Afghanistan
	Hamid Karzai
	Designated Chairman
	(1987)

	India
	Pratibha Patil
	President
	(1968)

	Israel
	Ehud Olmert
	Prime Minister
	(1978)

	Sri Lanka
	Mahinda Rajapakse
	President
	(1989)


Western Hemispheric Affairs

	Country
	Name
	Current Position
	Year Participated

	Barbados
	Owen Arthur
	Prime Minister
	(1988)

	Belize
	Said Wilbert Musa
	Prime Minister
	(1995)

	Bolivia
	Carlos Mesa
	President
	(1979, 2002)

	Colombia
	Alvaro Uribe Velez
	President
	(1998)

	Costa Rica
	Oscar Arias Sanchez
	President
	(1971)

	Haiti
	Jacques Edouard Alexis
	Prime Minister
	(1983)

	Jamaica
	Portia Simpson-Miller 
	Prime Minister
	(1981)

	Mexico
	Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa
	President
	(1992)

	St. Kitts/Nevis
	Denzil Douglas
	Prime Minister
	(1990)

	Suriname
	Ronald R. Venetiaan
	President
	(1981)

	Trinidad & Tobago
	Patrick Manning
	Prime Minister
	(1988)

	Uruguay
	Tabare Vazquez
	President
	(1993)


Contact Information

Community Relations Branch
Office of International Visitors
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
U.S. Department of State, SA-44
301 4th Street, S.W., Room 255
Washington, D.C. 20547
Tel: (202) 453 – 8629
Fax: (202) 453 - 8631

· IVLP website:  http://exchanges.state.gov/education/ivp/
· Program agencies which currently assist the U.S. Department of State with program arrangements:

Academy for Educational Development 

American Center for International Labor Solidarity

World Learning - Delphi International Program

Institute of International Education

Meridian International Center

Mississippi Consortium for International Development

Phelps Stokes Fund

The Graduate School (USDA)
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U.S. Trade Policy
A Multi-Regional Program 
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Arranged by: 
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Program Sponsor:
United States Department of State

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs


Office of International Visitors


301 Fourth Street, SW


Washington, DC 20547


Operations Center: (202) 647-1512


Website: http://www.state.gov/


Mr. Brad Minnick


Director, Office of International Visitors

Ms. Carol Grabauskas 


Deputy Director, Office of International Visitors


Ms. Alison Plank Moylan


Chief


Multi-Regional Programs Division


Office of International Visitors


Mr. Anthony Nolen


Program Officer


Multi-Regional Programs Division


Office of International Visitors 

Toll free: (800) 650-9822


Telephone: (202) 453-8567

Fax: (202) 453-8566


Email: nolenal@state.gov 


Ms. Azza Mounib-Zaki 


Program Coordinator


Multi-Regional Programs Division


Office of International Visitors


Toll free: (800) 650-9822


Telephone:  (202) 453-8572


Fax: (202) 453-8566



Email:  zakiam@state.gov 

CONTACT INFORMATION

Program Administrator:
Meridian International Center

1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC  20009


Telephone: (202) 667-6670 


Toll-Free:  (800) 424-2974


Fax: (202) 319-1306 


Website: www.meridian.org





Ambassador Kenton Keith





Senior Vice President





Mr. Sherry Bell





Program Officer





Telephone: (202) 939-5861 





Emergency Telephone: (302) 983-5869





Email: sbell@meridian.org





Ms. Anna Raguz





Program Associate





Telephone: (202) 939-5586





Emergency Telephone: (216) 534-0950





Email: araguz@meridian.org

Accompanied by: 
Ms. Audrey Ford 


U.S. English Language Officer


Cell phone number: (313) 247-9942


Mr. Ronn Francis

U.S. English Language Officer


Cell phone number: (202) 557-8738


Ms. Karen Shatin


U.S. English Language Officer


Cell phone number: (202) 255-0066

INTRODUCTORY INFORMATION

Program Sponsor: United States Department of State

Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, International Visitor Leadership Program

The U.S. Department of State helps to shape a freer, more secure and more prosperous world through formulating, representing and implementing the President's foreign policy.  The Secretary of State is the President's principal adviser on foreign policy and the person chiefly responsible for U.S. representation abroad.

The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) fosters mutual understanding between the United States and other countries through international educational, professional and cultural exchanges.  The Bureau promotes personal, professional, and institutional ties between private citizens and organizations in the United States and abroad, and presents U.S. history, society, art and culture in all of its diversity to overseas audiences.

The Office of International Visitors manages and funds the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP).  Launched in 1940, the IVLP seeks to build mutual understanding between the United States and other nations through carefully designed professional visits to the U.S. for current and emerging foreign leaders.  These visits reflect you' professional interests and support the foreign policy goals of the U.S. government.  Each year over 4,500 IVLP participants from all over the world are selected by U.S. embassies to travel to the U.S. to meet and confer with their professional counterparts.  Through these encounters, they gain a greater understanding of the cultural and political influences in U.S. society and enjoy a firsthand experience of the U.S., its people and its culture.  Visitors represent government, politics, the media, education, non-governmental organizations, the arts, public health, international security, business and trade, and other fields.  Over 225 current and former heads of government and state and many other distinguished world leaders in the public and private sectors have participated in the International Visitor Leadership Program. 

Program Administrator: Meridian International Center

Meridian International Center, a private, non-profit organization, is dedicated to promoting international understanding through the exchange of people, ideas, and the arts. The Programming Division operates under a grant from the Department of State to arrange professional programs and travel in the United States for visitors who participate in the State Department's International Visitor Leadership Program.

Local Program Sponsors: Councils for International Visitors

In most U.S. cities outside of Washington, D.C. and New York City, Meridian International Center works closely with community affiliates of the National Council for International Visitors (NCIV).  NCIV represents a network of over ninety local nongovernmental (NGO) organizations committed to “citizen diplomacy,” where private citizens volunteer their time to increase international understanding by opening their homes, schools, businesses, local government and nongovernmental agencies to leaders from abroad.  These organizations act as “local sponsors” of the International Visitor Leadership Program by arranging professional and social activities for participants who visit their communities.
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PROJECT SUMMARY

The U.S. Department of State (DOS) is sponsoring an International Visitor Leadership project entitled “U.S. Trade Policy” to be administered by Meridian International Center and conducted from May 13-June 6, 2008. 

The Department of State has outlined the following specific objectives for this project: 

· To review the U.S. economic system and the domestic economic forces that influence U.S. trade policy and the policy making process;
· To examine current federal, state, and local initiatives in international trade and export promotion, and innovative strategies for regional economic development and competitiveness in the global marketplace; and
· To explore the role of the U.S. in international trade agreements and their impact on American business, economy, and trade relations

Washington, DC 
May 13-21, 2008

· Introduction to all themes

New York, New York

May 21-25, 2008
· Globalization influences on trade policy;

· Domestic forces influencing trade policy’

· State initiatives in export promotion;

· Strategies for competitiveness; and

· Cultural event
Freeport, Illinois 
May 25-28, 2008
· Rural influences on trade policy;
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
Geneseo, Illinois 
May 25-28, 2008
· Rural influences on trade policy;
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
Sterling, Illinois 
May 25-28, 2008
· Rural influences on trade policy;
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
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PROJECT SUMMARY

Denver, Colorado
May 28-June 1, 2008
· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
New Orleans, Louisiana
May 28-June 1, 2008
· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
Charlotte, North Carolina
May 28-June 1, 2008
· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
Seattle, Washington

June 1-6, 2008
· Multinational corporations;
· Public-private trade partnerships;
· Trade and economic ties with Asia;
· Trade education; and
· Program evaluation 
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Washington, DC

City Population: 570,898

Overview

The United States Constitution called for a "federal district," separate from the states, to serve as the capital. Washington, DC (District of Columbia) was established as the capital of the United States in 1790. The presence of the federal government accounts for much of Washington's character. Washington, DC has a worldwide reputation as a cosmopolitan city with international flair and a rich cultural life. 

Economic Activity

Washington's major business is politics, both national and international. Government is by far Washington's biggest industry, and the federal government dominates both the economic and social life of the city. Washington is also home to many business and professional organizations and non-profit agencies that work for the government or try to influence its decisions. Tourism is the second largest industry. 

Community 

Washington, DC is led by a mayor and 13 city council members. District voters also elect a non-voting representative to the U.S. Congress. For many years, residents were largely disenfranchised. It has only been since 1964 that Washingtonians have been able to vote in presidential elections. Washington won the right to limited self-government in 1975. The city has several newspapers, among them The Washington Post and The Washington Times.  Major educational institutions include Georgetown University, George Washington University, Howard University, American University and the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. Major attractions include the Smithsonian Institution, the Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials, Georgetown, the Capitol Building, the Library of Congress, the National Archives, the Supreme Court and the National Cathedral.

History

The cornerstone of the Capitol building was laid in 1793, after seven years of argument on the part of Congress as to where the 'Federal Town' should be located.  Pierre L'Enfant, French soldier and engineer, had Paris, France in mind when he laid out Washington in a series of broad avenues and spacious circles. When the city was occupied by the British during the War of 1812, the White House, Capitol Building, and other Federal buildings were destroyed. Washington rebuilt and became a bustling city of 75,000 by the time of the Civil War.  Major development began in the late 1800's and still continues today.

TUESDAY, MAY 13
Arrival Washington, DC according to individual itineraries  

Accommodations have been reserved for you at:

The Quincy
1823 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036


Telephone: (202) 223-4320


Fax: (202) 293-4977
Rate: $175.00 + 14.50 % Tax = $200.38 Total per night

Confirmation numbers: R0E6D9 (SHIKIB); R0E6DA (SMITH); R0E6DB (QUEIROZ); R0E6DC (KIRCHEV); R0E6DD (CONDE BARRAGAN); R0E6E0 (CYPRIEN); R0E6E1 (LONGMORE); R0E6D9 (RKAIBAT); R0E6E3 (AYUGI); R0E6E4 (DOUANGBOUPHA); R0E715 (BASSOL MARTINEZ); R0E716 (BALAN); R0E717 (ABEBE); R0E718 (AL MAWALI); R0E71A (AQUIA); R0E71B (GOPALAKRISHNAN); R0E71C (LE ROUX); R0E71D (ABEYSINGHE); R0E71E (LEU); R0E721 (FRANCIS); R0E720 (SHATIN); R0E14E (FORD) 


**Breakfast IS included in this rate
Your ground transportation information is as follows: 

Awards Limousine Service

Contact:  Mr. Sal Haddad 

Telephone: (301) 656-9644 

Fax: (301) 657-6453  


Driver:  Mazen 
Cell phone number: (202) 369-3373
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
8:30 am
Please gather in the lobby of your hotel for transportation to your program’s administrative opening.  You will need to bring your passport, Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor (J-1) Status, also known as DS-2019 form, international airline ticket, welcome packet and a business card with you to this meeting.  Please carry your passport with you throughout your program. 


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room 


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009


Toll Free: (800) 424-2974


Fax: (202) 319-1306


Website: www.meridian.org

9:00 am -
Welcome and administrative briefing  
12:00noon



Mr. Anthony Nolen



Program Officer



Multi-Regional Programs Division




Office of International Visitors 




Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 




U.S. Department of State



Ms. Azza Mounib-Zaki 




Junior Program Officer




Multi-Regional Programs Division




Office of International Visitors 




Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs




U.S. Department of State 



Mr. Sherry Bell




Program Officer




Meridian International Center




Ms. Anna Raguz




Program Associate 




Meridian International Center

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room 


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009
12:00noon -
Meridian International Center luncheon  
1:30 pm



Mr. Arsalan Iftikhar




Contributing Editor



Islamica Magazine



Email: arsalan@islamicamagazine.com 




Mr. Doug Usher 




Senior Vice-President




Widmeyer Research and Polling 


Cell phone: (202) 607-8294

Email: Doug.Usher@widmeyer.com 


Website: www.widmeyer.com 
Islamica Magazine is a full-color, glossy quarterly international magazine. The publication’s main aims are to broaden perspectives on Islam and provide a voice for Muslims to articulate their concerns while establishing cross-cultural relations with their neighbors and co-religionists. The majority of its readership is in North America, but we have a significant presence in the UK and Europe and are distributed in over 20 countries worldwide. 

The topics covered include Religion, Family, Mysticism, Law, Politics, History, Philosophy, Economics, Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology, Psychiatry, Health, Education, Current Affairs, Culture, Science & Technology, Media, Literature, Poetry, Fiction, Art & Architecture. 
Dr. Doug Usher serves as Senior Vice President, and directs Widmeyer Research and Polling. Prior to joining Widmeyer, Dr. Usher served as Vice President of The Mellman Group, where he conducted public opinion research for dozens of successful Democratic candidates at all levels of government. 
He has lectured widely on public opinion, conducts seminars on polling and research methodology for the U.S. State Department’s International Visitors program, and has served as an expert witness in survey methodology for the U.S. Department of Justice. Dr. Usher has appeared on MSNBC, CNBC, Fox News, National Public Radio, and CBC TV in Canada for his analysis of trends in politics and public opinion. His writing has been published in Campaigns and Elections, The Hotline, Political Research Quarterly, and The Hill. 









continued next page 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14
Dr. Usher holds a Masters and Ph.D. in Government from Cornell University, with a focus on advanced statistical techniques and research methodology. Born in Montreal and raised in Washington, D.C., Dr. Usher received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Michigan. 
The Widmeyer Research & Polling team has years of experience conducting research among the general public and hard-to-reach audiences. We regularly conduct research on a national scale and are equally adept at targeting specific markets or international audiences.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009
1:30 pm -
A federalism briefing will be conducted by
3:30 pm


Mr. Akram Elias 



President and CEO



Capital Communications Group, Inc 


Telephone: (202) 349-1444



Email: elias@capcomgroup.com 

Topic:  The U.S. system of government  
This briefing will present an overview of the U.S. system of government, its decentralized nature and the decision making process that flows from the system.  


Mr. Akram R. Elias has over 17 years of professional experience as a consultant and contractor in the areas of cultural exchanges, international trade, and political relations between the United States and countries around the world. He is a founder of Capital Communications Group (CCG). He is the partner in charge of the International Trade Services Division, which researches foreign markets and industrial/economic sectors that present opportunities for U.S. business participation. CCG provides consulting services in the area of global trade to U.S. corporations and government agencies, as well as foreign clients and corporations. In addition, Mr. Elias has worked extensively on cultural exchange programs sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. Fluent in both Arabic and French, he has worked under contract with the U.S. Department of State, accompanying delegations of foreign dignitaries, primarily from North Africa and the Middle East. Mr. Elias' most recent effort in the area of public diplomacy was the production of a documentary on Washington, DC. It highlights the American Experiment through symbolism expressed by some of the major monuments and memorials in our nation's capital. Mr. Elias wrote the original treatment for Mr. Dreyfuss Goes to Washington and co-produced it with Academy Award Winner Richard Dreyfuss. The documentary aired for the first time on November 26, 2001, on the History Channel.
Capital Communications Group (CCG) is an international consulting company based in Washington, DC that specializes in custom designed consulting services to government and private clients in the areas of international business and cultural/political networking. CCG's principals have received acclaim from government and business leaders for their work with international dignitaries visiting the United States on trade missions and cultural exchange programs.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009
3:30 pm -
Welcome from Ambassador Kenton Keith



3:45 pm




Ambassador Kenton Keith




Senior Vice President




Meridian International Center


Ambassador Kenton Keith assumed the duties of Senior Vice President of Meridian International Center in late 1997 after a career as a Foreign Service Officer with the United State Information Agency. His primary responsibility at 

Meridian is management of the professional exchanges activities associated with the State Department’s International Visitor Program. He retired from USIA with the rank of Career Minister. At the time of his retirement, Ambassador Keith was Director of USIA's Office of North African, Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs, managing field operations, public diplomacy activities and budget for the Agency’s largest geographical bureau. 

From 1992 to 1995 he served as Ambassador to the State of Qatar.  Previous assignments were Counselor for Press and Cultural Affairs in Cairo, Senior Cultural Affairs Officer in Paris and various posts in the Near East and Brazil. In 1996 Ambassador Keith served as USIA representative to the interagency planning team charged with designing the reorganization of foreign affairs agencies.
Ambassador Keith has received two Presidential meritorious service awards and various individual and group superior and meritorious honor awards, including one for his work at the 1991 Middle East peace conference in Madrid.  He is a Chevalier in the French Order of Arts and Letters, an honor conferred by the French government in recognition of his contribution to cultural and educational exchange between France and the U. S.  Ambassador Keith serves as chair of the Alliance for International Cultural and Educational Exchange. He is currently president of the Association of Black American Ambassadors. 

Kenton Keith was appointed the Department of State’s Special Envoy to Islamabad from November 2001 to January 2002 to set up and direct the Coalition Information Center in Pakistan and to serve as the spokesperson on Coalition activity in Afghanistan.  This included briefing world media on developments in the military, political and humanitarian objectives of Coalition nations in the conflict against international terrorism following the attacks on the United States in September 2001.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009
3:45 pm -
Information sharing session 
5:00 pm 


Topic: Participant introductions and sharing information on work 
responsibilities      


This session will give you an opportunity to share your professional responsibilities with one another in an informal setting. You are invited to discuss with your colleagues the political systems in your countries and any objectives for your time in the United States. 

THURSDAY, MAY 15
8:30 am
Please gather in the lobby of your hotel for transportation to your program’s opening session.  


Meridian International Center


White Meyer House Dining Room  


1624 Crescent Place, NW


Washington, DC 20009


Toll Free: (800) 424-2974


Fax: (202) 319-1306


Website: www.meridian.org

9:00 am -
Introduction to International Visitor Leadership Program   
11:30 am

Ms. Alison Plank Moylan


Chief


Multi-Regional Programs Division


Office of International Visitors




Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 




U.S. Department of State
Mr. Anthony Nolen




Program Officer



Multi-Regional Programs Division




Office of International Visitors 




Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 




U.S. Department of State



Mr. Sherry Bell




Program Officer




Meridian International Center




Ms. Anna Raguz




Program Associate 




Meridian International Center

THURSDAY, MAY 15
11:30 am
Depart Meridian International Center by bus 



Busboys and Poets



2021 14th Street, NW




Washington, DC 20009




Telephone: (202) 387-7638
12:00noon -
Opening luncheon hosted by the U.S. Department of State    
2:30 pm


Mr. Anthony Nolen




Program Officer



Multi-Regional Programs Division




Office of International Visitors 




Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 




U.S. Department of State 



Mr. Sherry Bell




Program Officer




Meridian International Center




Ms. Anna Raguz




Program Associate 




Meridian International Center




Dr. Robert Dunn, Jr. 



Professor of Economics



Elliott School of International Affairs



The George Washington University




Telephone: (202) 994-7379




Email: rmdunn@gwu.edu 




Mr. David Paulson

After the luncheon, Dr. Dunn will give an overview of U.S. Trade Policy. 

Professor Robert Dunn was an undergraduate at Williams College and received a M.A. and Ph.D. in economics at Stanford University. Before coming to GW he was an economist at the Federal Reserve Board and a faculty member at Dartmouth College. Professor Dunn teaches international trade and finance, both at the undergraduate and graduate level. He is the co-author of a textbook, International Economics, which is now in its sixth edition from Routledge Publishing (UK). His publications include articles in the Journal of Political Economy, KYKLOS, Southern Economic Journal, Princeton Essays in International Finance, Foreign Affairs, and other academic journals. He has also written 39 columns which were published in The Washington Post, and nine op-ed columns in The New York Times.
THURSDAY, MAY 15
2:45 pm
Please gather to depart by bus for your next appointment 


National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) 


1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Suite 600, Manufacturers Room 




Washington, DC 20004


Contact: Ms. Christina Burch 



Telephone: (202) (202) 637-3140



Fax: (202) (202) 637-3182




Website: www.nam.org 

3:15 pm
Arrival 
3:30 pm-
You have an appointment with    
5:00 pm



Mr. Franklin J. Vargo 


Vice President




International Economic Affairs




Telephone: (202) 637-3144




Email: fvargo@nam.org 
Topic: Trade agenda; how National Association of Manufacturers’ tries to influence policy and the public
The National Association of Manufacturers (NAM) was established in l895 to represent the views of national industry leaders on national and international manufacturing problems. The NAM reviews current and proposed legislation, administrative rulings, and interpretations, judicial decisions, and legal matters affecting industry. The Association conducts programs on labor relations, occupational safety and health, regulatory and consumer affairs, and other business issues.
FRIDAY, MAY 16

9:45 am
Please gather to depart by bus for your first appointment 


Executive Office of the President of the United States: 



Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR)




1724 F Street, NW Room 1


Washington, DC 20508


Contact: Ms. Gloria Blue



Telephone: (202) 395-3475


Alternate Telephone: (202) 395-9557



Website: www.ustr.gov   

10:15 am
Arrival and security clearance; please bring your passport with you. 
10:30 am-
You have an appointment with    
12:00noon


 
Mr. David Walters



Assistant U.S. Trade Representative




Economic Affairs 




Telephone: (202) 395-9552




Email: David_Walters@ustr.eop.gov 

Topic: Overview of U.S. Trade Policy from the viewpoint of the United States Trade Representative

Mr. David A. Walters is the chief economist at USTR responsible for economic analysis related to trade negotiations. His office assists USTR negotiators in analyzing the economic impact of pending trade agreements, and prepares numerous reports examining the benefits of trade and economic growth,
Mr. Walters has nearly two decades of experience as an economist specializing in trade issues. During that time the increasing number of trade agreements and growth of the global economy has created a greater demand for economic analysis. Mr. Walters prepares numerous reports that assist U.S. negotiators in assessing the impact of trade.
The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) is responsible for developing and coordinating U.S. international trade, commodity, and direct investment policy, and overseeing negotiations with other countries. The head of USTR is the U.S. Trade Representative, a Cabinet member who serves as the president’s principal trade advisor, negotiator, and spokesperson on trade issues. 
USTR is part of the Executive Office of the President. Through an interagency structure, USTR coordinates trade policy, resolves disagreements, and frames issues for presidential decision. USTR also serves as vice chairman of the Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC), is a non-voting member of the Export-Import Bank, and a member of the National Advisory Council on International Monetary and Financial Policies.
FRIDAY, MAY 16
12:00noon
Please board the bus for transportation to your next appointment   




United States House of Representatives 




Longworth Office Building Room 1104




Independence Avenue NE





(between South Capitol Street and New Jersey Avenue, NE )


Washington, DC 20515




Telephone: (202) 225-3625





Fax: (202) 225-2610
12:45 pm
Arrival and security clearance; please bring your passport with you. 
1:00 pm -
You have an appointment with  
1:45 pm

Mr. Jason Kearns 


Trade Counsel



Subcommittee on Trade, Committee on Ways and Means



Email: Jason.Kearns@mail.house.gov


Topic: The role of the Subcommittee on Trade in U.S. trade policy
The House Committee on Ways and Means of the United States House of Representatives has jurisdiction over customs, collection districts, and ports of entry and delivery, reciprocal trade agreements, revenue measures, including measures related to insular possessions, the national debt, the deposit of public monies, transportation of dutiable goods, tax-exempt foundations and charitable trusts, and national social security. 

Consisting of 435 members, the House of Representatives is the larger of the two legislative chambers of U.S. government. The Constitutional framers decided that seats in the House of Representatives (often called simply the House) would be distributed according to population. The Constitution specifies that Members of the House of Representatives are elected by popular vote (the vote of citizens) every two years, so members of the House would be constantly in touch with the citizens that they represent. Also, representatives from across the nation are elected from districts of about equal population.

The United States House of Representatives is, along with the United States Senate, one of the two houses of the Congress of the United States. Each state is represented in the House proportionally to its population, but each state is entitled to at least one Representative. The total number of Representatives is currently fixed at 435 by the Apportionment Act of 1911, though Congress could increase that number. Each Representative serves for a two-year term and may be reelected an unlimited number of times. The presiding officer of the House is known as the Speaker.

FRIDAY, MAY 16
2:15 pm 
Please board the bus for transportation to your next appointment   




Federal Trade Commission (FTC)  




600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Room 385





Washington, DC 20580




Telephone: (202) 326-3045 


Website: www.ftc.gov 

2:45 pm
Arrival and security clearance; please bring your passport with you. 
3:00 pm -
You have an appointment with  
4:00 pm


Mr. Russell Damtoft



Associate Director



Office of International Affairs


Telephone: (202) 326-2893


Email: rdamtoft@ftc.gov 

Topic: How the Federal Trade Commission provides economic analyses for consumer protection and antitrust investigations, cases, and rulemaking; monitors the effect government regulations have on competition and consumers in various industries; and develops special reports on competition, consumer protection and regulatory issues

Mr. Russell Damtoft is the Associate Director of the Federal Trade Commission's Office of International Affairs. He is responsible for relationships between the FTC and antitrust agencies in Canada, Latin America, CIS nations, China, and India; managing portions of the FTC's technical assistance program for developing competition and consumer protection agencies; and helping to build synergies between the FTC's international competition and consumer protection programs. He is also the co-chair of the International Competition Network's subgroup on technical assistance, and has represented the United States in the negotiation of the competition chapters of several free trade agreements. 


Mr. Damtoft has been with the Federal Trade Commission since 1985. Before the Office of International Affairs was established, he performed similar duties in the Bureau of Competition, served as Assistant Regional Director of the FTC's Chicago Regional Office, as Assistant to the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Protection, and as a staff attorney in the Bureau of Consumer Protection. He has also twice served as a resident advisor to foreign competition and consumer protection authorities in the FTC's technical assistance program, once in Romania and once in the Baltic nations. 










continued next page 
FRIDAY, MAY 16

The goal of the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) is to prevent a weakening of the free enterprise system by monopoly or trade restraints, or its corruption by unfair or deceptive trade practices.  To achieve this goal, FTC provides economic analyses for consumer protection and antitrust investigations, cases, and rulemaking; monitors the effect government regulations have on competition and consumers in various industries; and develops special reports on competition, consumer protection and regulatory issues.

SATURDAY, MAY 17

8:45 am
Please gather in the hotel lobby to begin your tour.
9:00 am -
A special tour of Washington, DC has been arranged for you, led by
12:00noon 

Mr. Phil Brown 


Tour Director 





Telephone: (240) 888-0991





Email: tourphil@aol.com 

Mr. Philip Brown has been a licensed DC tour guide since 1996.  He was previously a Foreign Service Officer with assignments in Francophone Africa, Paris, Moscow, and Vienna.
During this interpretive Federalism Tour of Washington, DC, the city's major landmarks will be used to underscore democratic concepts and to explain the American political process, including the system of federalism, separation of powers, and civic values underpinning a constitutional democracy.

The tour will conclude at the Mall, so that you will be free to visit some of the Smithsonian Museums during the afternoon.

SUNDAY, MAY 18



Today is free for you to pursue cultural sightseeing, etc. 
MONDAY, MAY 19
8:15 am
Please gather in the lobby of your hotel to depart by bus  


Cato Institute  


1000 Massachusetts Ave. NW 



Washington, DC 20001


Telephone: (202) 789-5260


Fax: (202) 842-3490




Website: www.cato.org   
9:00 am-
You have an appointment with    
10:15 am 

Mr. Dan Griswold





Director





Center for Trade Policy Studies




Telephone: (202) 789-5260





Email: dgriswold@cato.org 
Topic: Overview of the current status of the Doha negotiations and of related trade agreements of the United States, both bilateral and multilateral; viewpoint of the Cato Institute in favor of free trade, including doing away with U.S. agricultural subsidies, artificial trade barriers, and other obstacles to open and free trade
Mr. Dan Griswold is the Director of Cato's Center for Trade Policy Studies focuses on the movement of goods, services, capital, and people across international borders.  Mr. Griswold is a widely quoted expert on current trade and immigration issues, including the trade deficit and efforts in Congress to pass fast-track legislation.  His articles have appeared in the Wall Street Journal and the Journal of Commerce.  He has appeared as a guest on public television's NewsHour, Bill Moyers's Journal, CNN-fn, Reuters Financial TV, and numerous radio talk shows.  In 1998 he testified before two congressional committees on the U.S. trade deficit.  Before joining the Cato Institute, Mr. Griswold served as a congressional press secretary and a daily newspaper editorial page editor.  He holds a bachelor's degree in journalism from the University of Wisconsin at Madison and a diploma in economics and a master's degree in the politics of the world economy from the London School of Economics. 

The Cato Institute was founded in 1977 by Edward H. Crane. It is a non-profit public policy research foundation headquartered in Washington, DC. The Institute is named for Cato's Letters, a series of libertarian pamphlets that helped lay the philosophical foundation for the American Revolution. 

The Cato Institute seeks to broaden the parameters of public policy debate to allow consideration of the traditional American principles of limited government, individual liberty, free markets and peace. Toward that goal, the Institute strives to achieve greater involvement of the intelligent, concerned lay public in questions of policy and the proper role of government.

MONDAY, MAY 19
10:30 am
Please gather to depart by bus for your next appointment 


United States Department of Agriculture (USDA): 


Economic Research Service
 (ERS) 





1800 M Street, NW 




The Amber Waves Room, Guards Desk 3rd Floor South Tower 



Washington, DC 20036



Contact: Mr. Edwin Young



Telephone: (202) 694-5336



Website: www.ustr.gov   
11:00 am-
You have an appointment with    
12:30 pm 

Ms. Suchada Langley 


Chief


Global Agricultural Markets Branch


Telephone: (202) 694-5331


Mr. C. Edwin Young 


Senior Policy Analyst

Global Agricultural Markets Branch


Telephone: (202) 694-5336
Topic: U.S. agricultural policy and its impact on global agricultural agreements
Ms. Suchada Langley is Chief of the Global Agricultural Markets Branch in Economic Research Service’s (ERS's) Market and Trade Economics Division. The branch is responsible for conducting and supporting international and domestic agricultural economic and market analysis and policy, including USDA's annual Baseline analysis. The branch also contributes to USDA's current and long-term assessments of macroeconomic, demand, production, foreign direct investment, and policy developments. 

Mr. C. Edwin (Ed) Young is a senior policy analyst in the Global Agricultural Markets Branch, Market and Trade Economics Division. His research focuses on U.S. domestic agricultural policy and agricultural sector issues, including analyses of alternative farm bill options, impacts of the 1996 and 2002 Farm Acts, effects of crop insurance on commodity production and prices, and domestic support issues for World Trade Organization negotiations. He is currently leader of the ERS priority research project on the impacts of farm payments.
The Economic Research Service (ERS) of USDA produces economic and other social science information as a service to the general public and to help Congress 
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MONDAY, MAY 19
and the administration develop, administer, and evaluate agricultural and rural policies and programs. It researches such topics as US and world agricultural production, demand for production resources, agricultural commodities, and food and fiber products. It also monitors costs and returns to agricultural production and marketing, economic performance of US agricultural production and marketing, and the effects of governmental policies and programs on farmers, rural residents and communities. 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) strives to enhance the quality of life for the American people. The department supports production of agriculture and helps ensure a safe, affordable, nutritious, and accessible food supply. It also cares for agricultural, forest, and range lands, and supports sound development of rural communities by providing economic opportunities for farm and rural residents. One of the main goals of the department is to expand global markets for agricultural and forest products and services; while working to reduce hunger in United States and throughout the world.
MONDAY, MAY 19
2:15 pm
Please gather to depart by bus for your next appointment 


Small Business Administration (SBA)



409 Third Street, SW 



Washington, DC 20416



Contact: Ms. Jane Boorman 




National Program Director, SCORE




Director, Office of International Visitors


Telephone: (202) 205-7411


Fax: (202) 205-7416


Email: jane.boorman@sba.gov



Website: www.sba.gov 
2:45 pm
Arrival and security clearance; please bring your passport with you. Proceed to 


the SBA Visitors Center on the left side and someone will meet you. 
3:00 pm -
You have an appointment with    
4:30 pm



Ms. Jane Boorman 




National Program Director





SCORE




Director





Office of International Visitors
Topic: Federal support programs for small and minority businesses
The Small Business Administration (SBA) is fundamentally responsible for counsel and assistance to, and the protection of the interests of small business and farming enterprises.  It ensures that small business and minority concerns receive a fair portion of government purchases, contracts and subcontracts, as well as fair chance at the sales of government property.  It makes loans to small business concerns, state and local development companies, and the victims of catastrophes and certain types of economic injury.  It also has an international trade program.  And it licenses, regulates, and makes loans to small business investment companies. 
TUESDAY, MAY 20
8:15 am    
Please gather in the lobby of your hotel to depart by bus  




United State Department of State





Main State Building





2201 C Street, NW Room 1105




Washington, DC 20520 




Fax: (202) 647-6589 





Contact: Mr. Michael Cavey 




Telephone: (202) 647-4032 




Website: www.state.gov  
8:45 am 
Enter through the C Street Lobby; you will have to pass through security upon arrival.  Mr. Cavey will meet you and escort you to your meeting room. 
9:00 am -
You have an appointment with

10:15 am 



Mr. Robert Watts


Deputy Director International Intellectual Property Enforcement 
Office



Mr. Ed Sagurton


Deputy Director, Office of Bilateral Trade Affairs



Mr. Gary Clements



Chief, Biotechnology & Textile Trade Policy Division

Topic: Role of Department of State in forming economic policy and integrating U.S. economic interests with foreign policy goals

The United States Department of State advises the President in the formulation and execution of foreign policy. As Chief Executive, the President has overall responsibility for United States foreign policy.  The Department of State's primary objective in the conduct of foreign relations is to promote the long-range security and well-being of the United States.  The Department determines and analyzes the 

facts relating to American overseas interests, makes recommendations on policy and future action, and carries out established policy. It also engages in continuous consultations with the American public, the Congress, other U.S. departments and agencies, as well as foreign governments.  It negotiates treaties and agreements with foreign nations, represents the United States at the United Nations and in more than 50 major international organizations in which the United States participates, and at more than 800 international conferences annually.

TUESDAY, MAY 20
10:15 am
Please gather to depart by bus for your next appointment 


U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) 


International Trade Administration (ITA) 



Herbert Clark Hoover Building Room 3407


Washington, DC 20230 



Telephone: (202) 637-3140



Website: www.ita.doc.gov  
10:45 am
Please arrive at the Visitors Entrance located on 14th Street between Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues. You will have to pass security upon arrival.  

11:00 am-
You have an appointment with    
12:30 pm



Ms. Tu-Trang Phan




Director




Policy Coordination and Planning




Office of the Under Secretary




Telephone: (202) 482-0480




Email: Tu-Trang_Phan@ita.doc.gov

Topic: The role of the Department of Commerce in setting trade and Investment policy and current trade issues.
The International Trade Administration (ITA) helps U.S. businesses participate fully in the growing global marketplace.  They provide practical information to help businesses select their markets and products; ensure that businesses have access to international markets as required by U.S. trade agreements; safeguard businesses from unfair competition from dumped and subsidized imports. ITA is headed by the Under Secretary for International Trade, who oversees the operations of ITA's four units:
The Commercial Service is a businesses' primary point of contact throughout the United States and the world. A global network of Commercial Officers helps businesses at every stage of the exporting process. Trade Development is the government's link to American industry. Industry sector specialists help identify trade opportunities for specific products or services. Market Access and Compliance keeps world markets open to U.S. products. Country specialists help businesses benefit from U.S. trade agreements with other countries.  Import Administration impartially enforces U.S. trade laws, ensuring that businesses face a level playing field in the domestic marketplace.
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TUESDAY, MAY 20
The Department of Commerce (DOC) encourages, serves and promotes the nation's international trade, economic growth, and technological advancement.  Within this framework and with a policy of promoting the national interest through the encouragement of a competitive, free enterprise system, the Department provides a wide variety of programs.  It offers assistance and information to help increase exports, administers programs to prevent unfair foreign trade competition, provides social and economic statistics and analyses for business and government planners, researches and supports the increased use of scientific, engineering, and technological development, and assists in the promotion of domestic economic development. 
Tuesday afternoon is free for you to pursue individual meetings related to your backgrounds. 

NATIONAL PROGRAM

NEW YORK, NEW YORK     

City Population: 8,084,316

Overview

New York City is America's largest and most diversified melting pot. As evidenced by the Statue of Liberty, New York has been the welcoming beacon to thousands of immigrants to this country for many years. The demographic diversity created by this flood of humanity is seen in the social, economic, commercial, and artistic make-up of New York, which even today continues to attract large numbers of individuals hoping to make their mark in this dynamic and complex city. 

Economic Activity

New York is considered the financial center of the United States. It is home to the New York Stock Exchange, Wall Street, and a vast number of brokerage firms and financial institutions. It has the largest and most active port in the U.S., and is home to the garment industry. It is rich in arts and culture, with a renowned assortment of theaters, museums, galleries, bookstores, restaurants and ethnic communities. And finally it is a communications center, with the corporate decision-making offices of the major television, radio, and print media organizations. With the presence of the United Nations and the influence of so many ethnic cultures, New York is also considered a center of international importance. 

Community

New York is comprised of five boroughs: Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn, the Bronx, and Richmond (Staten Island). The city is governed by a mayor, elected to a four-year term, and 37 City Council members. The major newspapers serving the city are The New York Times, The Daily News, and The Wall Street Journal. Educational institutions include Columbia University, New York University, City University, the Union Theological Seminary, and the Juilliard School. Attractions include Central Park, the Bronx Zoo, the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island, the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center, Radio City Music Hall, St. Patrick's Cathedral, Times Square, Greenwich Village, Harlem, and the New York Stock Exchange. New York is possibly the country's most diverse city, with large African American, Hispanic, and Asian communities. 

History

Henry Hudson was the first European to arrive in New York early in the 17th century, and in 1626 the Dutch West India Company bought the entire island of Manhattan from its native inhabitants for the equivalent of about $24. In 1664 the English seized it, and the name was changed from New Amsterdam to New York in honor of the Duke of York, brother of Charles II of England. The island changed hands twice more before finally becoming part of the United States. The city was briefly the capital of the country from 1789 to 1790. 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK     

Wednesday, May 21

8:30 am 
Depart Washington, DC hotel via charter bus provided by Awards Limousine 



Driver: TBD



Cell phone number: TBD
1:30 pm
Arrive New York, New York hotel 
Your program in New York City, New York has been arranged by:

U.S. Department of State’s Office of International Visitors

New York Program Branch

Ms. Donna Shirreffs, Director

Mr. Bill Whelan, Program Officer

666 5th Avenue, 6th Floor

New York, New York 10102

Telephone:  (212) 399-5764
Fax: (212) 399-5783 

Email for Mr. Whelan: whelanwf@state.gov 

Emergency number:  (212) 399-5780 (State Department Operations Center)

Duty Officer Emergency Cell Phone Number:  (202) 309-2462

Accommodations have been reserved for you at:
Hilton Garden Inn 



 

790 8th Avenue (at West 48th Street) 






New York, New York 10019







Telephone: (212) 581-7000

Fax: (212) 974-0291

Rate: $349.00 + 13.375 % Tax + $3.50 Occupancy Tax = $399.18 Total per night 

Confirmation numbers: 3313182557 (SHIKIB); 3305810085 (SMITH); 3310804945 (QUEIROZ); 3309248349 (KIRCHEV); 3308323504 (CONDE BARRAGAN); 3308602131 (CYPRIEN); 3308159204 (LONGMORE); 3308849221 (RKAIBAT); 3311363081 (AYUGI); 3310868019 (DOUANGBOUPHA); 3306087389 (BASSOL MARTINEZ); 3306178515 (BALAN); 3308835636 (ABEBE); 3309265419 (AL MAWALI); 3313667960 (AQUIA); 3313759086 (GOPALAKRISHNAN); 3305227823 (LE ROUX); 3309491029 (ABEYSINGHE); 3306709922 (LEU); 3306507954 (FRANCIS); 3313378792 (SHATIN); 3307172124 (FORD) 
**Breakfast IS NOT included in this rate 

Your ground transportation information is as follows: 

A & J Tours, Inc.

Contact:  Andy or Laura


Telephone: (516) 791-9087 
* You’re A&J job number is 10397. Please call A&J Tours (516) 791-9087 and reference this number. A&J will give you the cell phone number of your driver.
NEW YORK, NEW YORK
Themes: 

· Globalization influences on trade policy;

· Domestic forces influencing trade policy’

· State initiatives in export promotion;

· Strategies for competitiveness; and

· Cultural event
You will arrive into New York, New York via charter bus on Wednesday afternoon and have the rest of the day free.
As the financial capital of the United States, New York City will provide an opportunity for you to complement the policy knowledge gained in Washington, DC with important insights into the role of the financial markets in world trade and economics.
The New York program will begin by meeting with a journalist of the Dow Jones News Service, which covers business news 24/7. This will give you an unbiased overview of the current climate and serve as an introduction to the New York program.
Through a meeting with Professor Jonathan Eaton, professor of international trade and finance at New York University, you will gain insights into trade in capital goods, trade in ideas, and export destinations of American goods and services.
For some perspective on Customs & Trade law, you will meet with Mr. Robert Leo and Ms. Diane Weinstein from Meeks, Sheppard law firm. 
At Citibank, you will meet with trade specialists who assist New York City companies develop international markets. 

Given the increasing importance of energy in international trade, you will meet with Edward Morse of Lehman Brothers. Morse’s career in the petroleum sector spans three decades during which as observer and participant he played an active role in dealing with rapidly changing commercial conditions.  

Finally, you will go to the International Commodities Exchange, where commodities like sugar, cotton, cocoa, etc. are traded through outcry and electronic systems to discuss their role in international trade.
During your stay in New York, you will have the opportunity to attend a cultural event such as a Broadway musical or theater performance. A professionally guided city tour is planned, as well as free time for you to explore museums and cultural sights at your leisure. 

On Sunday you will fly together to Chicago O’Hare Airport and then split into three smaller groups and travel to Freeport, Illinois; Geneseo, Illinois; and Sterling, Illinois. 
TEAM CITY ONE ASSIGNMENTS
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS (May 25-28, 2008)

Afghanistan
Mr. Noori SHIKIB
Australia
Mr. Daniel Alexander SMITH

Brazil
Ms. Adriana De QUEIROZ

Bulgaria
Mr. Cyril Nikolov KIRCHEV

Colombia
Ms. Maria Monica CONDE BARRAGAN

Haiti
Mr. Louis-Gary CYPRIEN

Jordan
Mr. Sulaiman S. RKAIBAT



Accompanied by: 

Mr. Ronn Francis 


 
GENESEO, ILLINOIS (May 25-28, 2008)

Jamaica
Mr. Rohan Mark LONGMORE

Kenya
Ms. Caroline Lilian Anyango AYUGI

Laos
Ms. Latthana DOUANGBOUPHA

Mexico
Mr. Jose Paulo BASSOL MARTINEZ

Moldova
Mr. Gheorghe BALAN

Oman
Mr. Tariq Hamed AL MAWALI

Accompanied by: 
Ms. Audrey Ford  
STERLING, ILLINOIS (May 25-28, 2008)

Nigeria
Ms. Opeyemi Temitope ABEBE

Philippines
Ms. Marie Sherylyn Delena AQUIA

Singapore
Mr. Jayakrishnan GOPALAKRISHNAN

South Africa
Ms. Margaretha Mathabo LE ROUX

Sri Lanka
Ms. Abeysinghepathirannahalag ABEYSINGHE

Taiwan
Sy-Wen LEU, Ph.D. 

Accompanied by: 
Ms. Karen Shatin 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 

City Population: 25,867 

Overview 

Freeport, known as “Pretzel City USA,” is located in northwestern Illinois. It is a small rural community with development in business, health care, and education. Six organizations in the city have been recognized for business excellence as winners of the Lincoln Award. In Illinois, only the City of Chicago has more Lincoln Award winners than Freeport. 

Economic Activity

Freeport is a rich dairy and agricultural area in the northwestern part of Illinois on the Pecatonica River, about 200 km northwest of Chicago and 55 km from the Mississippi River. The city is surrounded by fertile farmland in Stephenson County, one of the most important dairy-producing counties in Illinois. The area is also known for its important beef, pork, turkey, and grain operations. There are numerous agricultural businesses, such as meat processing, farm automation, and small cheese factories. 

Community

Freeport is governed by an elected mayor and eight-member city council. Freeport’s major newspaper is The Journal-Standard. Freeport’s major educational institution is Highland Community College. Attractions in Freeport include the statues of the Lincoln-Douglas Debate, numerous parks, the Freeport Art Museum and Cultural Center, which holds exhibits of local visiting artists, the Stephenson County Historical Museum with local history exhibits, and a farm museum housed in a home built in 1857. Freeport's population, while mainly white, has a significant number of African American residents, and small communities of Hispanics and Asians.

History

In 1827, German settlers from Pennsylvania began arriving in the Freeport area to make their homes. Among them was William "Tutty" Baker, credited as the founder of Freeport. Originally called Winneshiek, the community took its name from the fact of Baker’s renowned generosity – "Free Port" – when it incorporated. In 1837, Stephenson County was formed and in 1838 Freeport became its seat of government. Linked by stagecoach with Chicago, the community grew rapidly. On August 27, 1858, the most significant of the historic Lincoln-Douglas debates took place in Freeport and gave the nation direction in succeeding years. Although Douglas won the election and retained his senate seat, his reply to a question on slavery alienated the South, which called it the "Freeport Heresy," and split the Democratic Party. This enabled Lincoln to win the presidency in 1860. 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, May 25
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines 


flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)
Your program in Freeport, Illinois has been arranged by: 

Freeport Area International Visitors Council

Ms. Nancy Otte, Executive Director/Programmer  

Ms. Joanne Wainman, Program Associate

2849 North Flansburg Road

Freeport, Illinois 61032

Telephone:  (815) 563-4619

Fax: (815) 563-4157

Email for Ms. Otte: faivc@aol.com 

Email for Ms. Wainman: jojoandcraig@juno.com 

Emergency Contacts:

Ms. Otte’s cell phone number: (815) 541-1725
Ms. Wainman’s cell phone number: (815) 238-7017

Accommodations for the visitors are as follows: 

During your stay in Freeport, we encourage you to take the once in a lifetime opportunity to stay at the home of an American family. The hospitality of the Midwestern part of the U.S. is truly remarkable and you will have an enjoyable three days.
Accommodations for ELO, Ronn FRANCIS, are as follows:  



Country Inn & Suites



1710 S. Dirck Drive



Freeport, Illinois 61032


Telephone: (815) 233-3300


Fax: (815) 233-3333


Rate: $70.00 + 11.00 % Tax = $77.70 Total per night



Confirmation number: 7469129 


**Breakfast IS included in this rate
Your ground transportation information is as follows: 



Mark V



Contact: Mr Brad Hastings, Manager



Telephone: (815) 235-1780



Driver: Mr. John Karr



Cell phone: (815) 508-1299
FREEPORT, ILLINOIS 

Themes:  

· Rural influences on trade policy; and 
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
You will arrive into Freeport, Illinois on Sunday evening and be met by the coordinators of your program and the home stay host families.  Depending on your arrival time, there may be time for a farm visit and other sightseeing.  On Monday, you will accompany your home stay hosts to Memorial Day commemoration events and family get-togethers.  A farm visit may also be included plus other sightseeing.

 

Tuesday will be a full day of programming.  You will meet with the Freeport Mayor, the Economic Development Supervisor, and City Councilmen for a discussion of how local government promotes business.  Next, you will go to an ethanol plant under construction for a tour and discussion with the Project Manager, who will address the local and international effects of increased ethanol creation from food crops, the embargo on ethanol importation and the effects of ethanol on local farming communities.  Finally, you will go to the County Farm Bureau to meet with the Manager and with a farmer to get their perspectives on promoting farm exports and the effects of ethanol on local farming communities.

On Wednesday, you will drive to Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport to meet the rest of the group and break up into three teams and either travel to Denver, Colorado; New Orleans, Louisiana; or Charlotte, North Carolina. 
GENESEO, ILLINOIS 

City Population: 6,455 
Overview

Geneseo is a small town in northern Illinois that has retained much of its Victorian architecture and a rural small town atmosphere.  

Economic Activity

Geneseo, founded in 1830 by settlers from New York, is a distributor of farm products and livestock. Farms in the Geneseo area range in size from 80 acres to l500 acres and are mostly family-run. The major crops include corn, soybeans, oats and hay. Livestock production includes cattle and hogs. Farm operations include feedlot, pasture, confinement, corn gluten, silo, and slurry pits. Businesses include seed corn, chemical research, feed and grain elevators, farm management, farm machinery production and sales, and meatpacking. 

Community

Geneseo is governed by an elected mayor and a city council, which is comprised of eight aldermen. The major newspaper serving the area is The Geneseo Republic.  The major educational institutions in the area are Blackhawk College and St. Ambrose College. Geneseo and the surrounding communities support sixteen major performing arts organizations. There are nine theaters, like the Barn Theater, a professional Symphony Orchestra and Visiting Artists, Inc. Annually, over 900 cultural events are presented by these and numerous educational, literary and historical institutions. Geneseo is not diverse, with the largest minority being a small Hispanic population, followed by Asians and African Americans. 

History

Geneseo was settled in the early 1800's by a group of families who sought religious freedom and financial opportunities. The families immigrated from Bergen and Geneseo of Livingston County in the upper area of the State of New York. "Geneseo" is of Indian origin meaning "Pleasant Valley". The "Original Town", 40 acres, was recorded at Henry County on July 12, 1838. A special act by the State of Illinois, February 16, 1865, incorporated Geneseo as a Municipal entity. Geneseo is one of a few cities in Illinois to govern by an enacted "Charter". Since 1865, the City's "Charter" has been amended twice. 

GENESEO, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, May 25
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines 


flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)
After collecting your luggage from baggage claim, please pick up a telephone in the baggage claim area and dial Act II Transporation at (800) 769-8891. The driver will then be dispatched. Proceed out of baggage claim door 3G, cross the first lane and wait at the next curb. A van marked Act II transporation with a sign stating “U.S. Trade” will meet you.

Your program in Geneseo, Illinois has been arranged by: 

Geneseo International Thanksgiving Fellowship Program 

Mr. Arlyn and Mrs. Marcia Helke, Program Coordinators 

607 South Spring Street

Geneseo, Illinois 61254

Telephone:  (309) 944-4486

Email: gitfp@theinter.com or amhelke@theinter.com 

Emergency Contacts:

Mrs. Helke’s cell phone number: (309) 714-1630

Mr. Helke’s cell phone number: (309) 945-8575

Accommodations for the visitors are as follows: 

During your stay in Geneseo, we encourage you to take the once in a lifetime opportunity to stay at the home of an American family. The hospitality of the Midwestern part of the U.S. is truly remarkable and you will have an enjoyable three days.
Accommodations for ELO, Audrey FORD, are as follows:  

Amerihost Inn

1375 S Oakwood Avenue

Geneseo, Illinois 61254

Telephone: (309) 945-9345
Rate: $61.74 + 10.00 % Tax = $67.91 Total per night

Confirmation number: 15934  
**Breakfast IS included in this rate
Your ground transportation information is as follows: 



Airport transfers will be provided by:



Act II Transportation Inc.


Telephone: (309) 799-8891



Toll free: (800) 769-8891   


Local volunteers will drive you to and from your appointments. 
GENESEO, ILLINOIS 

Themes:  

· Rural influences on trade policy; and 
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
You will arrive into Geneseo, Illinois on Sunday evening and be met by the coordinators of your program and the home stay host families.  Depending on your arrival time, there may be time for a farm visit and other sightseeing to the Mississippi River and the John Deere facilities.  On Monday, you will accompany your home stay hosts to Memorial Day commemoration events and family get-togethers.  A farm visit may also be included plus other sightseeing.

 

Tuesday will be a full day of programming.  You will meet with Geneseo Mayor Patrick Eberhardt, Economic Development Supervisor Eric Wiederhould, a couple of City Councilmen, and former agribusinessman and recently retired State Senator Todd Sieben for a discussion of how local government promotes business.  Next, you will go to Wyffels Hybrids for a tour and discussion with Aaron Hurliman, Plant Operations Manager; Tom Newman, Field Operations Chief, who has also worked on an ethanol plant project; and Mike May, Conditioning Supervisor.  You will be guests of the company for lunch.  Then, you will go to  Patriot Renewable Fuels, an ethanol plant under construction which is scheduled to open August 1, for a tour and discussion with Jud Hulting, Project Manager, who will address the local and international effects of increased ethanol creation from food crops, the embargo on ethanol importation and the effects of ethanol on local farming communities.  Finally, you will go to the Henry County Farm Bureau to meet with Manager Katie Boruff; a U.S. Department of Agriculture Office Representative from a Conservation District; and with a farmer to get their perspectives on promoting farm exports and the effects of ethanol on local farming communities.

On Wednesday, you will drive to Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport to meet the rest of the group and break up into three teams and either travel to Denver, Colorado; New Orleans, Louisiana; or Charlotte, North Carolina. 
STERLING, ILLINOIS 

City Population: 15,272 

Overview

Located on the neighboring banks of the Rock River is the community of companion cities, Sterling and Rock Falls. The Twin-City area offers expanding industry, excellent shopping and commercial services, superb health care, a fine school system and a rich heritage reflected in the many social and cultural events. 

Economic Activity

Sterling is a very industrial community surrounded by rich agricultural land that makes the county the third most productive agricultural area in Illinois. The chief products are corn, soybeans, beef, dairy, and hogs. Sterling/Rock Falls has long held the unofficial title of "Hardware Capital" of the world because of its abundance of industries involved in the manufacture of hardware products. The largest industry, however, is Northwestern Steel and Wire, which employs approximately 3,700 people. The mill is employee-owned and unionized. 38 other industries in the community employ approximately 8,000 people. 

Community

The cities have contrasting forms of city government. Sterling's government is a council-manager form, and Rock Falls uses a mayor-alderman form of government. The area newspaper is The Sterling Daily Gazette. Sterling contains the Sauk Valley Community College and the Whiteside Area Vocational Center. Sterling’s park and recreation district has twice won a National Award for Excellence. Within short traveling distance are Ronald Reagan's birthplace and his boyhood home of Dixon. The Mississippi River is 30 miles from Sterling/Rock Falls. Sterling has a Hispanic minority and a smaller African-American population.

History

The Sterling/Rock Falls area was once the home of the Sac and Fox Indian Tribes. After the famous Blackhawk Wars of 1831-32, the Illinois tribes of the northwest sector of the territory of were forced westward by American settlers. 

STERLING, ILLINOIS 

Sunday, May 25
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines 


flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)
Your program in Sterling, Illinois has been arranged by: 

Rock River Valley International Fellowship

Ms. Carol Deibert, Co-Executive Director
15543 Highland Drive

Sterling, Illinois 61081

Telephone:  (815) 625-5896

Email for Ms. Deibert: caroldeibert@comcast.net 
Emergency Contacts:

Ms. Deibert’s cell phone number: (815) 441-1208

Accommodations for the visitors are as follows: 

During your stay in Sterling, we encourage you to take the once in a lifetime opportunity to stay at the home of an American family. The hospitality of the Midwestern part of the U.S. is truly remarkable and you will have an enjoyable three days.
Accommodations for ELO, Karen SHATIN, are as follows:  

Holiday Inn 

2105 First Avenue 

Rock Falls, Illinois 61071 

Telephone: (815) 626-5500 

Rate: $70.00 + 11.00 % Tax = $77.70 Total per night

Confirmation number: 63358847  

**Breakfast IS NOT included in this rate

Your ground transportation information is as follows: 



Airport transfers will be provided by:


Scenic Stage Line (R. C. Smith Transportation)



Telephone: (800) 443-7226



Local volunteers will drive you to and from your appointments.
STERLING, ILLINOIS 

Themes:  

· Rural influences on trade policy; and 
· Cultural event – Memorial Day activities
You will arrive into Sterling, Illinois on Sunday evening and be met by the coordinators of your program and the home stay host families.  Depending on your arrival time, there may be time for a farm visit and other sightseeing.  On Monday, you will accompany your home stay hosts to Memorial Day commemoration events and family get-togethers.  A farm visit may also be included plus other sightseeing.
On Tuesday will be a full day of programming.  Your local escort for the day will be Russ Koster, a semi-retired farmer.  Your first meeting will be with Joe Rosengren of the Rock River Lumber and Grain.  He will give you a tour of the facilities and discuss the local and international effects of increased ethanol creation from food crops, the embargo on ethanol importation and the effects of ethanol on local farming communities.  The issue of crop subsidies and embargos will also be discussed, since Rock River Lumber and Grain is also a company that exports agricultural goods. The Mayor of Sterling, Amy Viering and City Manager Scott Shumard of Sterling will meet with your group.  They will discuss how city government promotes business and give an overview of the area.  You will have a no-host lunch at Candlelight Inn in Rock Falls.  Joe Rosengren will also join you. After lunch, he will take your group to the farm of his brother at Rosengren Farms.  Corn and soybeans are grown on the farm.  Following this tour and discussion, you will return to your host families.
On Wednesday, you will drive to Chicago’s O’Hare International Airport to meet the rest of the group and break up into three teams and either travel to Denver, Colorado; New Orleans, Louisiana; or Charlotte, North Carolina. 
TEAM CITY TWO ASSIGNMENTS
DENVER, COLORADO (May 28-June 1, 2008) 


Afghanistan


Mr. Noori SHIKIB


Australia


Mr. Daniel Alexander SMITH


Colombia


Ms. Maria Monica CONDE BARRAGAN


Laos



Ms. Latthana DOUANGBOUPHA


Moldova


Mr. Gheorghe BALAN


Oman



Mr. Tariq Hamed AL MAWALI


Philippines


Ms. Marie Sherylyn Delena AQUIA


Sri Lanka


Ms. Abeysinghepathirannahalag ABEYSINGHE



Accompanied by: 

Ms. Audrey Ford 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA (May 28-June 1, 2008) 


Haiti



Mr. Louis-Gary CYPRIEN


Jordan



Mr. Sulaiman S. RKAIBAT


Kenya



Ms. Caroline Lilian Anyango AYUGI


Nigeria



Ms. Opeyemi Temitope ABEBE


Taiwan



Sy-Wen LEU, Ph.D. 

Accompanied by:

Ms. Karen Shatin
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA (May 28-June 1, 2008)


Brazil



Ms. Adriana De QUEIROZ


Bulgaria


Mr. Cyril Nikolov KIRCHEV


Jamaica


Mr. Rohan Mark LONGMORE


Mexico


Mr. Jose Paulo BASSOL MARTINEZ


Singapore


Mr. Jayakrishnan GOPALAKRISHNAN


South Africa


Ms. Margaretha Mathabo LE ROUX


Accompanied by: 

Mr. Ronn Francis 


 

DENVER, COLORADO 
City Population: 557,478 

Overview

Denver, dubbed the Mile High City (elevation: 5,332 feet), is the commercial, financial, and transportation capital of the Rocky Mountain region. A concentration of federal government offices makes it the administrative center of this area as well.  Denver is a relatively young city and under constant construction. New construction in the form of modern buildings and skyscrapers dwarf renovations of historic districts such as Larimer Square, a block of turn-of-the-century buildings and considered the most charming locale in Denver, and the Tivoli, formerly a sizable brewery and now a stunning and popular shopping mall. Nearby Sakura Square serves as a center for Japanese culture, and Hispanic contributions are seen everywhere. 

Economic Activity

Over the years, Denver has become a distribution, financial and industrial center for an extensive agricultural region. Due to the oil industry crisis in the mid-1970's and consequent efforts to diversify the economy, Denver has also become a large center for energy research with a focus on alternative energy sources such as solar and wind power. The Denver area, including Colorado Springs to the south, has a very strong military presence, with the United States Air Force Academy, Fort Carson and the North American Air Defense Command (NORAD). 

Community

The City and County of Denver share the same boundaries and operate under a mayor-council form of government that performs both municipal and county functions. The major newspapers serving the city are the Denver Post and the Rocky Mountain News. The major educational institutions include the University of Denver, the University of Colorado at Denver, and the U.S. Air Force Academy in nearby Colorado Springs. Points of interest include the Colorado State Capitol, featuring a twenty-four carat gold- plated dome; Washington Park, a replica of the gardens at Mount Vernon; the Museum of Outdoor Art, a unique museum without walls; the Denver Zoo; the Molly Brown House; the Colorado Heritage Center; the Red Rocks Amphitheater; Rocky Mountain National Park, and Lookout Mountain. Denver has established minority communities of Hispanics, African Americans, and Asians.  

History

The development of Denver began with the discovery of gold in 1858. The city soon became a gold and silver mining center. Following the economic depression of the late 1890's, Denver redirected its resources to become the distribution and commercial center of the region.
DENVER, COLORADO 
Wednesday, May 28
2:45 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United Airlines 


flight 909

4:19 pm
Arrive Denver, Colorado (DEN) 

Your program in Denver, Colorado has been arranged by: 

Institute of International Education- Rocky Mountain Regional Center

Ms. Karen S. de Bartolome, Executive Director

Ms. Cherry Marcellus, Program Manager, x 11
Ms. Leslie Weinstein, Program Officer, x 21

Ms. Nancy Arneson, Programmer, x 19 
475 17th Street, Suite 800

Denver, Colorado 80202

Telephone:  (303) 837-0788

Fax: (303) 837-1409

Email for Ms. De Bartolome: kdebartolome@iie.org 

Email for Ms. Marcellus: cmarcellus@iie.org 

Email for Ms. Weinstein: Lweinstein@iie.org
Email for Ms. Arneson: narneson@iie.org 
Website:  www.rockymountainiie.org 

Emergency Contacts:

Ms. Marcellus’ cell phone number: (303) 817-6450 
Ms. Weinstein’s cell phone number: (720) 290-1771      
Ms. Arneson’s cell phone number: (303) 921-3999

Ms. Arneson’s home telephone number: (303) 893-0668
Accommodations have been reserved for you at:



The Curtis 



1405 Curtis Street



Denver, Colorado 80202 



Telephone: (303) 571-0300  



Fax: (303) 825-4301


Rate: $140.00 + 14.845 % Tax = $160.78 Total per night
Confirmation numbers: 183068 (SHIKIB); 183069 (SMITH); 183070 (CONDE BARRAGAN); 183071 (DOUANGBOUPHA); 183072 (BALAN); 183073 (AL MAWALI); 183075 (AQUIA); 183076 (ABEYSINGHE); 183077 (FORD) 



**Breakfast IS NOT included in this rate
Your ground transportation information is as follows: 



Presidential Worldwide Limousine



Contact: Mr. Doug Polsdofer



Telephone: (303) 286-1114



Worldwide: 1-800-828-8680

DENVER, COLORADO 

Themes:  

· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
You will arrive into Denver, Colorado on Wednesday afternoon and have an intra-group discussion to compare and contrast your three different rural experiences in Illinois.

A meeting with a local law firm will help orient you to the capital region’s economy and current Intellectual Property issues in international trade. Founded a decade ago by registered patent attorneys, the firm of Macheledt Bales and Heidermiller provides a full range of intellectual property law-related services for corporations, emerging businesses, and a few independent inventors, authors, and artists. The firm has staff attorneys who are specialized in the area’s major industrial sectors, including telecommunications. 
At the Denver Regional Council of Governments, key staff members will discuss the efforts to build relationships among local governments to promote exports by local corporations. You will go to the Economic Development Council of Colorado to learn about state-wide initiatives to develop competitiveness in the global marketplace, particularly in the fields of energy and telecommunications.

To continue the discussion of public-private partnerships, you will travel a short distance to Boulder, to the main campus of the University of Colorado, to visit the Technology Transfer Office (TTO). A major research university with top scholars in the scientific, medical and engineering fields, through the TTO the university provides strong support for technology transfer beyond campus by assisting faculty in securing and negotiating relationships with industry. TTO staff will review the ways in which this office facilitates these partnerships. Time will be set aside for a campus tour and visit to the campus book store.
You will examine the work of a public/private incubator at the headquarters of Advance Colorado Center (ACC), a research and development entity that provides space and logistical support for professional associations and organizations that serve companies, entrepreneurs and individuals throughout the region. The ACC is a partnership with the State of Colorado’s Office of Economic Development and International Trade and the University of Colorado at Denver. ACC staff and representatives of a member organization will discuss this novel partnership’s impact on young businesses in the region and their export expansion.
You will travel to the Brighton Economic Development Corporation, located in a community approximately 20 miles north of Denver.  This community is involved in major economic growth and is a good example of a smaller community building international trade.  The executive director will explain the corporation’s innovative strategy for being competitive in the global marketplace.

On the weekend, you will experience home hospitality and have time for cultural sightseeing.
On Sunday, you will fly to Seattle, Washington and re-join the other participants.  

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
City Population: 473,681

Overview

Located on the banks of the Mississippi River and the shores of Lake Pontchartrain, New Orleans is one of the leading general cargo ports in the United States. The city is renowned for its cuisine, which reflects the influences of diverse cultures; Jazz music; and Mardi Gras, America's most elaborate festival, which takes place each February or March and transforms New Orleans into a festive carnival city. 

Economic Activity

New Orleans is diversified economically but dominated by three major sectors: petroleum, tourism, and port-related activities. Additional industries include forestry, food processing, and fishing. The city is also a major center for international trade. Major investments in projects such as new convention facilities, the Riverwalk, and shopping malls, have continued to boost the tourism industry. 

Community

New Orleans has a mayor-council form of government. The mayor and seven-member council are elected for four-year terms. The major newspaper serving the city is The Times-Picayune. Educational institutions include Tulane University, Loyola University, Xavier University, the University of New Orleans, Dillard University, and Southern University of New Orleans. Of particular interest in New Orleans is the Vieux Carré, popularly known as the French Quarter. Points of interest there include Jackson Square; St. Louis Cathedral, built in l794; the two-centuries-old French Market; Madame John's Legacy, one of the oldest houses in New Orleans; Bourbon Street; and Preservation Hall, where the renowned Dixieland Jazz can be heard every night. Also of interest is the Downtown District, especially Canal Street, where the Business District begins and the French Quarter ends. Additional points of interest include Lake Pontchartrain, the New Orleans Museum of Art, the Aquarium of the Americas, and the Historic New Orleans Collection. New Orleans is a diverse city, owing mainly to its history, with a large majority of the residents being African American followed by Caucasian Hispanic, and Asian. 

History

In the 1700s New Orleans served as the capital of the French territories in America. Rule was transferred to Spain in 1763 and ceded back to France in 1802. In 1803 Napoleon sold New Orleans and the entire territory of Louisiana to the U.S.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
Wednesday, May 28
2:11 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United



Airlines flight 498

4:33 pm
Arrive New Orleans, Louisiana (MSY) 

Upon arrival at Louis Armstrong International Airport, go downstairs to Baggage Claim to claim your bags.  Exit baggage claim and cross the first 2 lanes of traffic where the taxi stands are, then cross the median strip.  Cross the next 2 lanes of traffic and walk into the Parking Garage.  (You will be on the ground level the entire time.)  Look for the glassed-in Transportation Center.  Walk through or around this building.  All vans and buses must wait behind the Transportation Center for their passengers.  The Williams van is white with black lettering.  The bus will have a sign in the window that says “CIV.”  
Should you find that the visitors are carrying excessive luggage, please notify Gayle Williams in advance so that she can send a larger vehicle or an additional luggage van for airport transfers.  Also, if your flight is running late, please notify Gayle via cell phone.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Your program in New Orleans, Louisiana has been arranged by:

New Orleans Citizen Diplomacy Council (NOCDC)

Mr. Walter Wolf III, Board President

Ms. Mary E. Dennis, Executive Director

Ms. Jeanne Foster, Program Coordinator

Ms. Jena Melancon, Program Consultant
1215 Prytania Street, Suite 203

New Orleans, Louisiana  70130

Telephone: (504) 529-1509

Fax: (504) 529-1512
Email for Ms. Dennis: Mary@nocdc.com and office@nocdc.com 
Email for Ms. Foster: Jeanne@nocdc.com 

Website: www.nocdc.com 

Emergency Contacts:

Ms. Dennis’ home phone number: (504) 866-5976 

Ms. Dennis’ cell phone number: (504) 813-7899

Ms. Fosters’ cell phone number: (504) 251-7241

Accommodations have been reserved for you at:


Staybridge Suites



501 Tchoupitoulas (at Poydras) 


New Orleans, Louisiana 70130


Telephone: (504) 571-1818
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
Fax: (504) 571-1811 

Rate: $99.00 + 13.00 % Tax + $.100 Occupancy fee = $112.87 Total per night 

Confirmation numbers: 330724 (CYPRIEN); 330725 (RKAIBAT); 330726 (AYUGI); 330728 (ABEBE); 330729 (LEU); 330732 (SHATIN) 



**Breakfast IS included in this rate

Your ground transportation information is as follows:  
Williams Tours

Contact: Ms. Gayle Williams

Telephone: (504) 286-1952

Cell: (504) 914-7146
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Themes:  

· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
You will arrive into New Orleans, Louisiana on Wednesday afternoon, you will have an intra-group discussion to compare and contrast your three different rural experiences in Illinois.
On your two program days, you will have several meetings.  One will be at the Port of New Orleans Harbor Police, to learn how they secure the port and work with other state and federal agencies to achieve this mission.  At the Louisiana International Trade Center, you will discuss how the Center helps startup and existing businesses with import and export markets within the tri-state region of Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas.  You will also go to the Southern U.S. Trade Association (SUSTA), which assists exporters of high-value food and agricultural products through such activities as international trade exhibitions, trade missions, and trade relations and publicity campaigns.
On your second day of meetings, you will meet with the  Director of International Trade Development in the Mayor’s Office of Economic Development, who aims to further stimulate international trade and investment flows between the City of New Orleans and viable foreign markets.  You will also visit the World Trade Center of New Orleans, which has launched 1st Stop for International Business Services to help international companies seeking trade and investment opportunities, as part of the rebuilding and economic recovery taking place in southern Louisiana after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.   Finally, you will meet with Stewart Yerton, Business writer of the Times-Picayune, the leading newspaper in New Orlaeans,to discuss how local business, labor and other interests view the key regional trade policies and trends.  
On the weekend there are many options.  One would be the Disaster/ Recovery Tour, a two– hour guided bus of the areas affected by Katrina.  You will have the opportunity for home hopsitality and cultural events.
On Sunday, you will fly to Seattle, Washington and re-join the other participants.  
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
City Population: 584,658

Overview

Charlotte, known as “Queen City” is a bustling metropolis with a small-town feel. A historic yet modern city, Charlotte boasts of historic mansions and Fortune 500 companies all within its city limits. Thus, this city is the picture of a Southern city with a rich cultural tradition and modern institutions. 

Economic Activity

Charlotte is a major distribution center of the Southeast and one that is growing in both national and international importance. Two hundred eighty six Fortune 500 companies have facilities in Charlotte and the surrounding Mecklenburg County and over 300 foreign-based firms are represented in the city. A Foreign Trade Zone and the Ben Craig Business Incubator Center at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte aid in international business development. University Research Park, a high- technology business park adjacent to the University, is also important in encouraging the diversification of Charlotte's economy.  Finally, Charlotte has the second largest banking center in the United States.

Community

Two locally elected bodies govern Charlotte and Mecklenburg County. A city council, presided over by an elected mayor, works with a city manager to operate the city government. A board of County Commissioners with a county manager coordinates the county government. The Charlotte Observer is the local daily newspaper. Eighteen institutions of higher education are located in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg area, including the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Davidson College, Johnson C. Smith University, and Queens College. There is a thriving arts community centered around the 48-member Arts and Science Council. Centerstage is a new performing arts center, which opened in 1992. In addition, Charlotte has numerous sporting events, including pro-teams and major NASCAR races, festivals, and parks for entertainment. Charlotte has communities of Hispanic, African-American, and Asian residents. 

History

Named for Charlotte Sophia of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, queen of King George III of England, Charlotte was settled around 1750, by Scotch, Irish, English, French and German immigrants. It was incorporated as a town in 1768. Between 1800 and 1848, gold mines in Charlotte were the main source for gold in the U.S. As the mines diminished, cotton took hold as the town's money producer. The invention of the cotton gin helped establish Charlotte as a ginning and exchange center, and the town evolved into a textile center. 

CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Wednesday, May 28
1:50 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United 



Airlines flight 432
4:44 pm
Arrive Charlotte, North Carolina (CLT)

Your program in Charlotte, North Carolina has been arranged by:

International House of Metrolina 

Mr. Bill Garcia, Executive Director
Ms. Lara Printz, Senior Program Manager

Mr. Laura Young, Program Associate

322 Hawthorne Lane

Charlotte, North Carolina 28204

Telephone: (704) 342-2248 

Fax: (704) 334-2423
Email for Ms. Printz: lprintz@ihclt.org 

Email for Mr. Young: lyoung@ihclt.org 

Website: www.ihclt.org 

Emergency Contact:
Ms. Printz’s cell phone number: (704) 293-8466

Accommodations have been reserved for you at:


Holiday Inn Charlotte Center 



230 North College Street                                              



Charlotte, North Carolina 28202



Telephone: (704) 335-5400      



Fax:  (704) 376-4921



Rate: $101.00 + 15.25 % Tax = $116.40 Total per night 
Confirmation numbers: 862128 (QUEIROZ); 862129 (KIRCHEV); 862131 (LONGMORE); 862133 (BASSOL MARTINEZ); 862134 (GOPALAKRISHNAN); 862135 (LE ROUX); 862136 (FRANCIS)


**Breakfast IS included in this rate

Your ground transportation information is as follows:  


Sana Enterprise Inc.


Contact: Mr. Omar Elkara    


Telephone: (704) 806-1580
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 

Themes:  

· Trade and export promotion;
· Regional economic development;
· Impact of international trade agreements;
· Domestic economic forces; and

· Home hospitality
You will arrive into Charlotte, North Carolina on Wednesday afternoon and have an intra-group discussion to compare and contrast your three different rural experiences in Illinois.
On Thursday, at the Charlotte Observer, the region's leading daily newspaper, a Business Editor, Economics Reporter and Banking Reporter will provide you with an overview of the local economy, and of the importance and impact of the development of the banking and financial services sector. 
You will go to the Bank of America.  With headquarters in Charlotte, Bank of America is the second largest bank in the United States and operates in 30 countries around the world. Mr. Robert Brown, Senior Vice President in the Global Corporate & Investment Division will speak with you about how Bank of America became the nation's second largest bank and a growing global player through corporate investment on the global level. 
At the BB&T Corporation, the nation's leading small business bank, Mr. Gunter Bienert of the International Banking Division will discuss how the bank provides import and export services to small business, middle-market, and corporate clients as well as discussing the bank’s new Internet-based foreign exchange trading system.  
Mr. Justin Hunt, Vice President of the Headquarters & International Development of the                     Charlotte Chamber of Commerce, the fourth largest Chamber in the U.S and the city's lead economic development organization, will meet with you to discuss economic and business growth and development in the Charlotte region.
                                                               
Mr. Tom Flynn, Economic Development Director, and Mr. Brad Richardson, Manager of Business Retention & Growth, of the Economic Development Office of the City of Charlotte will provide you with insight into Charlotte’s economic development.
President and CEO Ronnie Bryant of the Charlotte Regional Partnership, a nonprofit, private/public organization dedicated to the planned growth and prosperity of the Charlotte region, will meet you. He will discuss establishing and implementing successful economic development programs with a strong emphasis on existing industry expansion and retention, regionalism and marketing.

On the weekend you will enjoy cultural sightseeing and home hospitality.

On Sunday, you will fly to Seattle, Washington and re-join the other participants.  
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON     
City Population: 570,426

Overview

Little more than a century ago, Seattle was a pioneer outpost. Transformed by the Yukon gold rush into a thriving metropolis, Seattle has become the transportation, manufacturing, commercial, and services hub for the Pacific Northwest as well as the largest urban area north of San Francisco.

Economic Activity

Today, the thriving economy is diversified and high-tech oriented. While Seattle has been largely dependent on the aerospace industry, the city's diverse economy is also based on transportation equipment manufacturing, forest products, food processing and advanced technology. Other important industries include shipbuilding, paper and pulp manufacturing and processing of agricultural products. The Seattle area is the headquarters of Microsoft, the leading computer software producer, and Starbucks Coffee. Forest products continue to be an important industry. One of the great ports and industrial centers of the country, and the closest U.S. port to Asia, Seattle has a magnificent harbor, which does a booming import-export trade. The U.S. Navy has a naval base and shipyard at Bremerton, across Puget Sound.

Community

A mayor-council form of government governs the city. The mayor is elected to a four-year term; the nine council members serve staggered four-year terms. The major newspapers serving the city area are The Post-Intelligencer and The Times. Important educational institutions include the University of Washington, Seattle University and Seattle Pacific University. Major points of interest are Pioneer Square, where the city was founded in 1852 and which is now a historic preservation area; Pike Place Market, founded in 1907 and one of the nation's authentic farmers’ markets; the Seattle Art Museum; Washington Ship Canal Locks; Seattle Center, the legacy of the 1962 World's Fair and home to the magnificent Space Needle; the University of Washington's Arboretum; and the Puget Sound Ferry Ride. Seattle has a large number of Asian residents, with smaller African-American and Hispanic communities.

History

The original inhabitants of the region surrounding the site of present-day Seattle were the Suquamish tribe. Their chief, Seathl, befriended a group of farmers who settled the area in 1851. They named their new town Seattle in gratitude to Chief Seathl. By 1853 the lumber industry provided the sole economic base for the city. During the Alaska gold rush, Seattle became the 'gateway to the Klondike.' Seattle's aerospace industry began when a small local firm that became the Boeing Company, now the world's foremost manufacturer of jet aircraft and spacecraft, started making two-seater biplanes in 1916.

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON     

Sunday June 1


From Denver, Colorado:


2:59 pm
Depart Denver, Colorado (DEN) aboard United Airlines flight 591

4:49 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)


From New Orleans, Louisiana: 

9:47 am
Depart New Orleans, Louisiana (MSY) aboard American Airlines flight 



1040


11:17 am
Arrive Dallas, Texas (DFW)


2:10 pm
Depart Dallas, Texas aboard American Airlines flight 1019


4:10 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)


From Charlotte, North Carolina: 

11:20 am
Depart Charlotte, North Carolina (CLT) aboard American Airlines flight 



1707

12:55 pm
Arrive Dallas, Texas (DFW)


2:10 pm
Depart Dallas, Texas aboard American Airlines flight 1019


4:10 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)

Your program in Seattle, Washington has been arranged by: 

World Affairs Council of Seattle/Tacoma 

Mr. Ian Moncaster, President and CEO

Ms. Autumn Cutter, Director, International Visitor Program

Ms. Chrissy Hyde, Deputy Director, International Visitor Program, x 313
World Trade Center West

2200 Alaskan Way, Suite 450

Seattle, Washington  98121

Telephone:  (206) 441-5910

Fax:  (206) 441-5908

Email for Ms. Cutter: acutter@world-affairs.org

Email for Ms. Hyde: chydge@world-affairs.org 

Website: www.world-affairs.org



Emergency Contacts:



Ms. Cutter’s cell phone: (206) 234-1156




Ms. Hyde’s cell phone: (708) 269-8912 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON     

Accommodations have been reserved for you at:



Mayflower Park Hotel


405 Olive Way


Seattle, Washington 98101


Telephone: (206) 623-8700


Fax: (206) 382-6996

Rate: $137.00 + 15.60 % Tax = $158.37 Total per night 

Confirmation numbers: reference: (U.S. Trade Policy - World Affairs Council) upon arrival 
**Breakfast IS NOT included in this rate
**There is a $5/person porterage fee for group of 11 or more. Please verify upon arrival at the hotel that this amount is to be billed to room of Ronn FRANCIS

Your ground transportation information is as follows: 



Starline Transportation



Contact: Ms. Kathryn Ford


Telephone: (206) 763-5817 (this number will also page a manager after hours)
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON     

Themes: 


· Multinational corporations;
· Public-private trade partnerships;
· Trade and economic ties with Asia;
· Trade education; and
· Program evaluation 
You will arrive into Seattle, Washington on Sunday late afternoon and have an orientation tour on the way from the airport to your hotel.  Then you will have free time for cultural sightseeing. 
On Monday morning, you will have an intra-group discussion of your experiences in North Carolina, Louisiana and Colorado.
You will go to the Boeing Corporation, the largest aerospace company in the world, as measured by total sales, and the nation’s leading exporter, for a discussion of aircraft industry sector issues.  At the meeting at the Everett facility, the Director of Federal and International Government Relations will address the rise of international collaborations for large civil and military aircraft programs, including the recent Airbus tanker deal as well as the presidential helicopter deal. You will then have the opportunity to take a tour of the Boeing facility. 
You will also go to the Trade Development Alliance (TDA), a collaboration of the Port of Seattle, Metropolitan King County Government, Snohomish County Government, City of Seattle, Greater Seattle Chamber of Commerce, and union leadership to promote the trade interests of this region in domestic and international markets.  Mr. William Stafford, head of TDA, will provide insight into the impact on Washington State of U.S. international trade agreements, primarily focusing on Asia. 
Another meeting to illustrate public-private partnerships will take place at WSA (formerly Washington Software Alliance), an alliance of 1,400 companies and state and local government organizations which focuses on helping Washington state software and Internet innovators succeed.   Mr. Lewis McMurran, Vice President of Government and External Affairs, will discuss Washington’s unique software market, intellectual properties rights issues, and specifically address new partnerships in China, helping Washington companies gain market access.
At the Global Trade, Transportation, and Logistics Studies Program of the University of Washington, Managing Director Greg Shelton will discuss the curriculum used to prepare graduate students for careers that demand the combined knowledge of trade, transportation, and logistics. You will also have a chance to attend a Special Topics in International Trade class lecture at the University of Washington and to discuss issues with students afterwards.

You will go to Bryant Christie Incorporated, a professional firm helping exporters eliminate trade barriers, develop new markets, and manage their international government affairs. It offers 
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SEATTLE, WASHINGTON     

a unique package of services that integrates trade policy activities, international marketing programs, and Internet-based information services. Chairman Bill Bryant will discuss the services his company offers to exporters trading in international markets. He will also discuss how the WTO impacts foreign trade and the result of liberalization. 
The National Center for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC), a private, non-profit organization founded following the 1993 APEC meetings in Seattle, serves as a liaison between the U.S. private sector and U.S. government representatives to the APEC process, encourages U.S. involvement, and works to expand public understanding of the benefits of APEC to the U.S. economy and society. Trade Policy Specialist Alex Parle will address lobbying efforts by U.S. representatives to APEC at the intergovernmental level. He will also discuss the business representation which helps shape trade policy for U.S. companies.

Mr. Mark Calhoun, the Managing Director of the International Trade Division of the Washington State Office of Community, Trade, and Economic Development will discuss how Washington State has adapted to major structural changes in its economy, with employment declining in traditional industries like agriculture, lumber and wood products, and mining, while sharply increasing in electronic instruments, machinery, and wholesale and retail trade. He will emphasize how his organization helps small and mid size businesses in Washington State compete successfully in the global economy
The World Affairs Council of Seattle will organize a reception for you with its members, at which four of you will have the opportunity to make brief presentations of the highlights of your International Visitor Leadership program.

On Thursday, State Department and Meridian staff will meet with the participants for an evaluation of the overall program content and administration. 

On Friday, you will depart on your flights home.  We hope that your program has been not only professionally but also personally rewarding, and we hope that you will come visit us again!
INTERNATIONAL DEPARTURE

Please confirm your international reservation three days prior to your scheduled departure.  You should call your airline using the toll-free number provided by Meridian International Center. Due to airport security measures, please arrive at the airport at least three hours before your flight.
Air France: (800)237-2747

Alaska Airlines: (800) 252-7522
American Airlines: (800) 433-7300

China Airlines: (800) 227-5118
Delta Airlines: (800) 241-4141

Lufthansa Airlines: (800) 645-3880

Northwest Airlines (800) 225-2525

United Airlines: (800) 864-8331

Upon your return home, please be in touch with your contact at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate.  In addition, we invite you to register with the U.S. Department of State’s Alumni website. To register visit https://alumni.state.gov/login/ and follow the prompts on the left hand side of the page. The State Alumni website is a global community of exchange program alumni that allows you to contact other alumni from your country or with your interests. This site also includes a photo gallery, several discussion forums, as well as information about grants opportunities.

Friday, June 6
Depart Seattle, Washington according to individual itineraries. 

HOTEL SUMMARY

Washington, DC
(May 13-21, 2008)  
The Quincy
1823 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036
Telephone: (202) 223-4320
Fax: (202) 293-4977
New York, New York
(May 21-25, 2008)
Hilton Garden Inn 



 

790 8th Avenue (at West 48th Street) 






New York, New York 10019







Telephone: (212) 581-7000

Fax: (212) 974-0291

Freeport, Illinois

(May 25-28, 2008)
Home stay 

Geneseo, Illinois

(May 25-28, 2008)
Home stay 

Sterling, Illinois

(May 25-28, 2008)
Home stay 

Denver, Colorado

(May 28-June 1, 2008)
The Curtis 

1405 Curtis Street

Denver, Colorado 80202 

Telephone: (303) 571-0300  

Fax: (303) 825-4301
New Orleans, Louisiana

(May 28-June 1, 2008)
Staybridge Suites

501 Tchoupitoulas (at Poydras) 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70130
Telephone: (504) 571-1818
Fax: (504) 571-1811 
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HOTEL SUMMARY

Charlotte, North Carolina

(May 28-June 1, 2008)
Holiday Inn Charlotte Center 

230 North College Street                                              

Charlotte, North Carolina 28202

Telephone: (704) 335-5400      

Fax:  (704) 376-4921

Seattle, Washington 

(June 1-6, 2008)  
Mayflower Park Hotel
405 Olive Way
Seattle, Washington 98101
Telephone: (206) 623-8700
Fax: (206) 382-6996
TRAVEL SUMMARY
Tuesday, May 13

Arrive Washington, DC according to individual itineraries 

Wednesday, May 21
8:30 am
Depart Washington, DC hotel via charter bus provided by Awards Limousine 
1:30 pm
Arrive New York, New York hotel 
Sunday, May 25


To Freeport, Illinois 
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)

To Geneseo, Illinois 
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)


To Sterling, Illinois
12:40 pm
Depart New York, New York (LaGuardia Airport) aboard American Airlines flight 329

2:10 pm
Arrive Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport)
Wednesday, May 28


To Denver, Colorado


2:45 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United 



Airlines flight 909


4:19 pm
Arrive Denver, Colorado (DEN) 


To New Orleans, Louisiana

2:11 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United Airlines flight 498

4:33 pm
Arrive New Orleans, Louisiana (MSY) 











continued next page 

TRAVEL SUMMARY

To Charlotte, North Carolina  
1:50 pm
Depart Chicago, Illinois (O’Hare International Airport) aboard United Airlines flight 432
4:44 pm
Arrive Charlotte, North Carolina (CLT)

Sunday, June 1

From Denver, Colorado:


2:59 pm
Depart Denver, Colorado (DEN) aboard United Airlines flight 591

4:49 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)


From New Orleans, Louisiana: 

9:47 am
Depart New Orleans, Louisiana (MSY) aboard American Airlines flight 



1040


11:17 am
Arrive Dallas, Texas (DFW)


2:10 pm
Depart Dallas, Texas aboard American Airlines flight 1019


4:10 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)


From Charlotte, North Carolina: 

11:20 am
Depart Charlotte, North Carolina (CLT) aboard American Airlines flight 



1707

12:55 pm
Arrive Dallas, Texas (DFW)


2:10 pm
Depart Dallas, Texas aboard American Airlines flight 1019


4:10 pm
Arrive Seattle, Washington (SEA)

Friday, June 6

Depart Seattle, Washington according to individual itineraries 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Afghanistan

Name:
Mr. Noori SHIKIB
Present Position:
Special Assistant, Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Previous Positions:
Investment Promotion Director/Director of Public Relations and Media/Small and Medium Enterprises Development Manager, Investment Afghanistan Investment Support Agency (AISA), Kabul; 2003-2006


Consultant, Economic Reforms, German Organization for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), Kabul; 2003

Education/Training:
B.A., Preston University, Islamabad, Pakistan; 2002

Address:
39, Shura Street


Karta-i-She, Kabul, Afghanistan


Telephone: 0093 799 20 40 30


Email: shakibnoori@gmail.com

Personal Data:
Born January 1, 1977 in Kabul, Afghanistan 

Languages:
Dari (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
October 2006- AISA- Investment promotion road show, three weeks in New York, Washington, DC, Louisiana, Rhode Island and Iowa

Other Travel:
Bangladesh, Denmark, France, Germany, India, Japan, Pakistan, Thailand, The Netherlands, United Arab Emirates

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Australia

Name:
Mr. Daniel Alexander SMITH
Present Position:
Senior Advisor, Government Communication, CPR Communications and Public Relations 

Previous Positions:
Deputy Chief Policy Advisor, Department of Premier & Cabinet, Government of Western Australia 


Principal Policy Advisor, Economic Development, Department of the Premier & Cabinet; 2006-2007


Corporate Affairs Advisor, BHP Billiton Nickel West; 2005-2006


Media Adviser, Minister for State Development, Department of Premier & Cabinet, Government of Western Australia; 2003


Principal Policy Adviser, Minister for State Development, Tourism, Small Business, Department of Premier & Cabinet, Government of Western Australia; 2002-2003

Education/Training:
MBA candidate, Business and Technology


Bachelor of Business, Economics

Memberships:
Australian Labor Party

Address:
CPR Communications and Public Relations 


Level 4, 40 St. George’s Terrace


Perth 6000, Western Australia 


Telephone: (618) 94211668


Email: d.smith@cprcomm.com.au

Personal Data:
Born September 22, 1973 in London, United Kingdom 

Languages:
English (primary)

U.S. Travel:
Chicago, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, San Diego, Washington DC 

Other Travel:
New Zealand, United Kingdom, various European, Middle Eastern and South East Asian countries

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Brazil

Name:
Ms. Adriana De QUEIROZ
Present Position:
Economist; Executive Coordinator, Brazilian Center for International Relations (CEBRI)
Concurrent Position:
Consultant, International Trade Law and Policy 

Previous Positions:
Researcher, LCC Consulting; 2006


Researcher, Lampreia International Consultants Ltd.; 2002-2005


Co-Advisor, Economic Advisory Department, Rio de Janeiro Federation of Industries (FIRJAN); 2000-2002 


Research Consultant, National Steel Company (CSN); 2000


Research Assistant, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (CEPAL); 1999


Research Assistant, Institute of Applied Economic Research (IPEA); 1997

Education/Training:
Ph.D. candidate, Economics, Federal Fluminense University (UFF)


Academy of WTO law and policy, Georgetown University, Washington, DC; 2007

M.S., Economics, Federal Fluminense University (UFF); 2000


B.S., Economics, Cândido Mendes University; 1995

Address:
Brazil


Telephone: (55-21) 2219-4467 or (55-21) 9844-9801


Email: aqueiroz@cebri.org.br or adequeiroz@hotmail.com 

Personal Data:
Born October 30, 1970 in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil   

Languages:
Portuguese (primary), English, Spanish

U.S. Travel:
Miami, Washington, DC

Other Travel:
Argentina, Austria, Belgium, England, France, The Netherlands, Paraguay, Switzerland, Uruguay, Venezuela

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Bulgaria

Name:
Mr. Cyril Nikolov KIRCHEV
Present Position:
Head, Economic Department, Dnevnik Daily Newspaper
Previous Positions:
Head, Economic Department, Balkan Information Agency; 2000-2001


Editor, Egmond Bulgaria (Publishing Company); 1998-2000


Head, Economic Department, Balkan Information Agency; 1994-1998


Journalist, Economic Department, 24 Hours Daily Newspaper; 1993-1994


Dealer, Open Market Stock Exchange; 1992-1993

Education/Training:
M.B.A., Finance, University of National and World Economy; 1996


Degree, Banking, University of National and World Economy; 1995


Degree, Tourism, Sofia University 'St. Kliment Ohridski; 1993

Publications:
Publications on economic and trade issues in the print media

Address:
Dnevnik Daily Newspaper


16 Ivan Vazov Street


Sofia, Bulgaria


Telephone: +359-88 9535-8492


Fax: +359-2 937-6235


Email: kirilk@dnevnik.bg

Personal Data:
Born March 7, 1968 in Silistra, Bulgaria    

Languages:
Bulgarian (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
None

Other Travel:
Germany, Hungary, Macedonia, Poland, Romania

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Colombia

Name:
Ms. Maria Monica CONDE BARRAGAN
Present Position:
Director, International Trade Promotion, Bogota Chamber of Commerce

Concurrent Position:
Director, Colombia-Pacific Foundation


Director, Eurocenter, Bogota Chamber of Commerce 

Previous Positions:
Director of International Trade Information Center, Proexport (Colombian Government Agency)


Member, FTA Negotiation Team, Colombia and European Union


Coordinator, Access Market Research Department, Proexport


Marketing Coordinator, Proexport 
Education/Training:
Studies in Marketing, Andes University, Bogota; 2003


Degree, Industrial Engineer, Andes University, Bogota; 2001


Studies, Development for Agriculture Small and Medium Companies 

Memberships:
Alumni Association, Universidad de los Andes

Address:
Carrera 37 No. 24-67


Bogota, Colombia


Telephone: (571) 3445582


Fax: (571) 3445473

Personal Data:
Born May 22, 1979 in Bogota, Colombia    

Languages:
Spanish (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
Atlanta, New York, Tucson, Miami, Orlando 

Other Travel:
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Hong Kong, Mexico, Panama, Peru, Spain

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Haiti

Name:
Mr. Louis-Gary CYPRIEN
Present Position:
Journalist, Le Nouvelliste

Education/Training:
Social Communication. Certificate FASCH; 1999


Certificate, DOS and LOTUS intensive course, French Institute; 1993

Address:
8 Martissant 7


Port-au-Prince, Haiti


Telephone: (509) 401-9455


Email: cyprien_67@yahoo.fr

Personal Data:
Born March 7, 1967 in Les Cayes, Haiti    

Languages:
Haitian Creole (primary), English, French

U.S. Travel:
Miami

Other Travel:
Dominican Republic

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Jamaica

Name:
Mr. Rohan Mark LONGMORE
Present Position:
Assistant Director, International Economics Department, Bank of Jamaica

Previous Positions:
Senior Economist, Research Services Department, Bank of Jamaica

Education/Training:
M.S., Economics, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica; 2000


B.S., Economics and Accounting, University of the West Indies, Mona, Jamaica; 1998

Publications:
Modeling and forecasting exchange rate dynamics in Jamaica: an application of asymmetric volatility models', Money Affairs, Volume XVIII, Number 1; January-June 2005

Address:
Bank of Jamaica


Nethersole Place


Kingston, Jamaica


Telephone: (876) 922-0750


Fax: (876) 967-4265


Email: rohan.longmore@boj.org.jm

Personal Data:
Born August 31, 1975 in Trelawny, Jamaica    

Languages:
English (primary) 

U.S. Travel:
New Jersey, New York, Washington, DC

Other Travel:
The Bahamas, Curacao, St. Kitts, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Jordan

Name:
Mr. Sulaiman S. RKAIBAT
Present Position:
Trade Negotiator, Ministry of Agriculture

Previous Positions:
Evaluator, 'Livestock Reform Project,' Care International, Jordan; 2001


Extension and Training Coordinator, 'Livestock Development Project,' UK Department for International Development (DFID), Jordan; 2000


Extension Agent, Small Ruminants Owners, Ma'an Department of Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture, Jordan; 1990-1997

Education/Training:
M.Sc., Agricultural Extension Systems and Their Management, Reading University, United Kingdom; 1999


B.Sc., Animal Production, University of Jordan; 1988

Publications:
Al-Rkaibat et al. 2003, 'Manual of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures in Arab Countries,' Arab Organization for Agricultural Development, Khartoum, Sudan


Al-Rkaibat et al. 2002, 'Socio-Economic Study for Camel Herders in Jordan,' Syria


Al-Rkaibat et al. 1997, Report 'Qualitative Impact Monitoring of the Structural Adjustment Program on the Livestock and the Cereal Subsector in the Badiah and Up-Lands,' Ministry of Agriculture, Amman, Jordan

Address:
Ministry of Agriculture


P. O. Box 2099


Amman, Jordan


Telephone: 962-77-765-6671


Fax: 962-6-568-6310


Email: alrkaibat@yahoo.com

Personal Data:
Born January 27, 1964 in Qurayn, Jordan    

Languages:
Arabic (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
None 

Other Travel:
Belgium, Egypt Morocco, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Yemen

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Kenya

Name:
Mr. Caroline Lilian Anyango AYUGI
Present Position:
Lawyer and Partner, Muthaura Mugambi Ayugi & Njonjo Advocates
Previous Positions:
Acting Chief Legal Officer/ Company Secretary; Pan Africa Group of Companies; 2003-2004


Associate, Mboya Advocates Department Commercial and Conveyancing; 2001-2004


Trainee Advocate, Mohammed Muigai Mboya Advocates, Department, Litigation; 2000-2001


Intern, Hamilton Harrison and Mathews, Advocates, Department, Litigation and Secretarial; 1995-2000

Education/Training:
Diploma, Law, Kenya School of Law; 2001


LL. B. (Hons), University of Nairobi, Kenya; 2000


Diploma, Strathmore Secretarial College; 1996


Kenya Certificate of Secondary Education, Loreto Convent Valley Road; 1994

Memberships:
Law Society of Kenya


The Institute of Certified Public Secretaries of Kenya 


Kenya Franchise Association Director

Publications:
LL.B Dissertation, Copyright Infringement in Kenya

Address:
P.O. Box 8418-00200


Nairobi, Kenya


Telephone: 254-20-273-7575


Email: cayugi@mman.co.ke

Personal Data:
Born January 20, 1977 in Nairobi, Kenya    

Languages:
English

U.S. Travel:
None

Other Travel:
Tanzania, Uganda 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Laos

Name:
Ms. Latthana DOUANGBOUPHA
Present Position:
Deputy Director, Bilateral Trade Relation Division, Foreign Trade Policy Department, Ministry of Industry and Commerce

Concurrent Position:
Guest lecturer, Part time instructor

Previous Positions:
Trade Officer, Foreign Trade Department, Ministry of Commerce

Education/Training:
M.S., International Economics, University of Bradford, United Kingdom; 2004


Bachelor of Commerce, Finance and Economics, Deakin University, Melbourne, Australia; 2001


Trade Policy Course, WTO, Geneva, Switzerland; 2006

Memberships:
Chevening Alumni


AusAid Alumni

Publications:
Industrial and Trade Policy of Lao PDR


Strategies for Trade Negotiation: A Case of Lao PDR
Address:
Ministry of Industry and Commerce


Phonexay Rd, P.O. Box 4107


Vientiane, Laos


Telephone: +856 20 760 8017


Fax: +856 21 450 066


Email: dlatthana3@yahoo.com or Latthana@moic.gov.la 

Personal Data:
Born October 18, 1977 in Vientiane, Laos    

Languages:
Lao (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
None

Other Travel:
Australia, China, Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore, Vietnam, Switzerland, United Kingdom, Austria, Hungary, Italy, Spain, Japan, New Zealand, France, Belgium, Bangladesh, India, South Korea, Senegal, Hong Kong 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Mexico

Name:
Mr. Jose Paulo BASSOL MARTINEZ
Present Position:
Advisers' Coordinator, Department of the Interior, Aguascalientes State Government 

Concurrent Position:
General Director, Economic Policy Branch, Secretariat of Economic Development, State of Aguascalientes 


Professor, International Public Law, International Private Law, Bonaterra University (Pan- American University Campus, Aguascalientes)

Previous Positions:
Deputy Director of Planning, General Bureau of Statistics, National Institute of Statistics; 2003-2004


Graduate Studies Coordinator, Law School Pan-American University, Aguascalientes; 2001-2002


Advisor, President of INEGI, International Relationsand Legal Affairs; 2000-2002

Education/Training:
M.A., Law, Bonaterra/Pan American University; 2004


B.A., Law Studies, Autonomous University of Aguascalientes; 1993


Diploma, Public Administration, INAP; 1994

Memberships:
INEGI Mexico Representative in the North American Migration Working Group (NAMWG)  


Private Law Academy, Pan-American University


National Geographic Society


Marist Alumni Society

Address:
Aguascalientes State, Ministry of Interior


Government Palace


Plaza de la Patria s/n 


Telephone: (449) 910-2041 ext. 3409

Fax: (449) 910-20-17

Email: jose.bassol@aguascalientes.gob.mx

Personal Data:
Born July 1, 1970 in Mexico City, Mexico    

Languages:
Spanish (primary), English, French 

U.S. Travel:
San Diego,  Las Vegas,  Orlando,  New York,  San Antonio, Miami,  Detroit, Washington, DC, Boston,  New Orleans, Dallas,  Austin, Houston, Los Angeles, San Francisco

Other Travel:
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Ecuador, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Puerto Rico, Spain, Switzerland, The Netherlands 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Moldova

Name:
Mr. Gheorghe BALAN
Present Position:
Senior Economic Adviser, Socio-Economic Division and Law, Ministry for Reintegration 

Concurrent Position:
Lecturer, Academy of Public Administration by the President of the Republic of Moldova

Previous Positions:
Lecturer, Academy of Public Administration by the President of the Republic of Moldova (European Integration, Strategy for Moldova's Development, Sustainable Development, Regional Development, Urban and Local Economy); 1999-2007


Regional Policy Expert, United Nations, Moldova; 1998-2003

Education/Training:
Ph.D. candidate, Faculty of International Relations and Administrative Studies, Moldova State University

Memberships:
Center for Strategic Studies and Reforms

Publications:
TACIS Pilot Study; On the Legislative Framework Regulation of the Institutionalization of the regions in Moldova


TACIS Pilot Study on the Role of the Civil Society in the TACIS Activity Programming in Moldova, etc


Participation in and organization of various surveys while at CISR; 1998-2003


Idea of federalization and premises for rapprochement of economic systems of Moldova and Transnistria; December 2002


Report on Human Development in Republic of Moldova; 199 -2000


Research on the Development of Transition economy: Critical Evaluation, etc; October 2001

Address:
1 Piata Marii Adunari Nationale


Government building, office 341


Chisinau, Moldova


Telephone: 373 794 43580


Fax: 373 22 233872 (w)


Email: george@gov.md or georgeb@inbox.ru

Personal Data:
Born August 25, 1975 in Chisinau, Moldova    

Languages:
Moldovan (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
Washington, DC 

Other Travel:
Extensive travel to various countries

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Nigeria

Name:
Ms. Opeyemi Temitope ABEBE
Present Position:
Market Manager, America-Nigerian Export Promotion Council

Previous Positions:
Program Assistant, Trade and Investment, Oxfam GB

Education/Training:
LLM, University of the Western Cape, South Africa; 2005


B.L., Nigerian Law School, Bwari, Abuja, Nigeria; 2000


LLB, Lagos State University, Ojo, Lagos, Nigeria; 1998

Memberships:
International Federation of Women Lawyers


Nigerian Bar Association


Chartered Institute of Arbitrators


Network for Women Studies in Nigeria 

Publications:
Regional Trade Agreements and the Multilateral Trading System:


Eroding the Preferences of Developing Countries


National Fact Sheet on the Impact of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPAs) on Selected Sectors of the Nigerian Economy


Impact of Trade Agreements on Gender and Poverty in Nigeria


Passing Off and Trade Mark Infringements: A Comparative Analysis 

Address:
40, Blantyre Crescent, Wuse II, Abuja, Nigeria


Telephone: +234-9-5230938, 5233380


Telephone: +2348033120161


Email: o.abebe@npecng.com or mail4ope@yahoo.com 
Personal Data:
Born August 6, 1974 in Lagos, Nigeria 

Languages:
English (primary)

U.S. Travel:
Official visit to Washington, DC 

Other Travel:
Ghana, Libya, South Africa, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Oman

Name:
Mr. Tariq Hamed AL MAWALI
Present Position:
Deputy Director, Public Relations, Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry  

Previous Positions:
Officer, Commercial Relations, Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry; 1993-1995

Education/Training:
B.A., English Language and Literature, Sultan Qaboos University; 1993

Address:
P.O. Box 1400


P.C. 112


Ruwi, Oman


Telephone: (968) 9931-8117


Fax: (968) 2476-3866


Email: tariq@chamberoman.com

Personal Data:
Born July 13, 1972 in Muscat, Oman    

Languages:
Arabic (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
Washington, DC, Texas

Other Travel:
Greater Gulf countries, Peoples Republic of China, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Philippines

Name:
Ms. Marie Sherylyn Delena AQUIA
Present Position:
Senior Trade and Industry Development Specialist, Bureau of International Trade Relations, Department of Trade and Industry

Concurrent Position:
Executive Assistant to the Co-Chair, National Competitiveness Council, Office of the President

Previous Positions:
Trade and Industry Development Specialist, Bureau of International Trade Relations, Department of Trade and Industry; 1995-1997


Project Research Assistant, Institute of Philippine Culture, Ateneo de Manila University; 1991-1994


Technical Research Assistant, BRAINS Management and Research Consultant, Inc.; 1991

Education/Training:
Certificate in Public International Trade Law, International Development Law Organization, Sydney, Australia; 2001


Certificate in International Trade Policy, WTO Institute for Training and Technical Cooperation, Geneva, Switzerland; 1998


B.A., Communication, University of the Philippines; 1990

Publications:
Partnership for Community Health Development, Community Project Implementation, 1991 - 1993; 1993 (with Cynthia C. Veneracion), Ateneo de Manila University


Experiences from Camarines Sur

Address:
Philippines

Personal Data:
Born November 23, 1969 in Manila, Philippines 
Languages:
Filipino (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
None 

Other Travel:
Australia, Chile, France, Germany, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Peru, Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Vietnam

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Singapore

Name:
Mr. Jayakrishnan GOPALAKRISHNAN
Present Position:
Assistant Director, International Operations (The Americas), International Enterprise (I.E. Singapore)

Previous Positions:
Senior Manager, Business Capability Division & Customer Research Division, International Enterprise; 2005-2006


Senior Manager, Business Capability Division, International Enterprise; 2003-2005


Centre Director, London Office (covering UK, Ireland, Scandinavia), International Enterprise; 2000-2003


Head, Marketing Services Unit, International Enterprise; 2000


Senior Trade Officer, Infrastructure Business Unit, International Enterprise; 1997-2000

Education/Training:
B.A., (Honors) Geography, National University of Singapore; 1997

Address:
230 Victoria Street


Bugis Junction Office Tower # 09-00


Singapore


Telephone: (656) 433-4954


Fax: (656) 337-6898


Email: jayakrishnan@iesingapore.gov.sg

Personal Data:
Born June 15, 1972 in Singapore, Singapore  
Languages:
English (primary), Chinese (Mandarin), Malay 

U.S. Travel:
Various business trips 

Other Travel:
Austria, Brazil, Brunei, Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Mexico, Morocco, Panama, Philippines, Malaysia, Peoples Republic of China, Slovakia, South Africa, Thailand, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
South Africa

Name:
Ms. Margaretha Mathabo LE ROUX
Present Position:
Trade and Industrial Correspondent, Business Day: Financial Mail

Previous Positions:
Industrial Reporter, Sake-Beeld Johannesburg; 2002-2006



News Editor, News24 Cape Town; 2000-2002


News Editor, Woza, Online News Site, Johannesburg; 1998-2000

Education/Training:
Certificate, Investigate Journalism, School of Journalism, University of the Witwatersrand; 2006


Certificate, Managing Journalists, Reuters; 2001


B.A., Hons, Afrikaans & Dutch Literature, University of the Witwatersrand; 1995


B.Music, University of Witwatersrand; 1994

Address:
4 Biermann Avenue, Rosebank


Johannesburg, South Africa


Telephone: 27-083-357-7157


Fax: 27-011-280-5505


Email: lerouxm@bdfm.co.za

Personal Data:
Born May 12, 1971 in Bethlehem, South Africa  
Languages:
English (primary)

U.S. Travel:
None 

Other Travel:

Belgium, The Netherlands

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Sri Lanka

Name:
Ms. Abeysinghepathirannahalag Subhashini ABEYSINGHE
Present Position:
Economist, The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 

Concurrent Position:
Coordinator, CCC Trade Cell


Chamber Representative, Core Group on WTO Trade Facilitation, Department of Commerce


Chamber Representative, Advisory Committee on Professional Services, Export Development Board 

Previous Positions:
Chamber Representative, Central Data Committee, Department of National Planning; 2002-2003


Management Trainee, The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce; 2001-2002

Education/Training:
M.A., Economics, University of Colombo; 2003 


B.A., Economics, First Class Honors, University of Colombo; 2001

Memberships:
Assistant Editor, Sri Lanka Economic Association

Publications:
Global Free Trade versus Trade Agreements, Case for Sri Lanka; Edited by A D V De S Indrarantna, Athula Ranasinghe and Subashini Abeysinghe published by the Sri Lanka Economic Association, 2006


Expanding trade between India and Sri Lanka under ILFTA: A Critical Review; Quarterly Economic Review, The Ceylon Chamber Of Commerce, Fourth Quarter 2005

Address:
Sri Lanka


Telephone: 94 77 728 9708


Fax: 94 11 238 1012

Personal Data:
Born May 30, 1975 in Colombo, Sri Lanka  
Languages:
Sinhala (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
None 

Other Travel:
Iran, Netherlands, Thailand

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
Taiwan

Name:
Sy-Wen LEU, Ph.D. 
Present Position:
Chief, Trade Administration Division, Department of International Affairs, Council of Agriculture

Previous Positions:
Specialist and Division Chief, Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine (BAPHIQ), Council of Agriculture; 2000-2005


Assistant Specialist, Department of International Affairs, Council of Agriculture; 1998-2000


Specialist and Section Chief, International Cooperation & Development Fund (ICDF); 1996-1998

Education/Training:
Ph.D., Horticulture, National Taiwan University; 1994


M.S., Horticultural Science, National Taiwan University; 1985


B.S., Agricultural Chemistry, National Taiwan University; 1983

Publications:
Approximately 13 journal articles on impact and analysis of changes in agriculture trade policy

Address:
No. 37 Nan Hai Road


Taipei, Taiwan


Telephone: 8862-2312-4626


Email: sywen@mail.coa.gov.tw

Personal Data:
Born October 12, 1961 in Taipei, Taiwan  
Languages:
Chinese (Mandarin) (primary), English

U.S. Travel:
Several business visits 

Other Travel:
Belgium, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Chad, Cote d’Ivoire, El Salvador, Gambia, Honduras, Liberia, Malawi, Malaysia, Mexico, Nicaragua, Senegal, South Africa, South Korea, Swaziland, Switzerland

EMBASSY LIST 
Embassy of Afghanistan

2341 Wyoming Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 483-6410

Fax: (202) 483-6488

Embassy of Australia

1601 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20036-227

Telephone: (202) 797-3000

Fax: (202) 797-3168

Embassy of Brazil 

3006 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 238-2700

Fax: (202) 238-2827

Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria

1621 22nd Street, NW

Washington, DC  20008-191

Telephone: (202) 387-0174

Fax: (202) 234-7973

Embassy of Colombia

2118 Leroy Place, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 387-8338

Fax: (202) 232-8643

Embassy of the Republic of Haiti

2311 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 332-4090

Fax: (202) 745-7215

Embassy of Jamaica

1520 New Hampshire Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20036

Telephone: (202) 452-0660

Fax: (202) 452-0081

Embassy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

3504 International Drive, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 966-2664

Embassy of the Republic of Kenya

2249 R Street, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 387-6101

Fax: (202) 462-3829

Embassy of the Lao People's Democratic Republic

2222 S Street, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 332-6416

Embassy of Mexico

1911 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20006

Telephone: (202) 728-1600

Fax: (202) 728-1698

Embassy of the Republic of Moldova

2101 S Street, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 667-1130

Fax: (202) 667-1204

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

3519 International Court, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 986-8400

Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman

2535 Belmont Road, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 387-1980

Fax: (202) 745-4933

Embassy of the Philippines

1600 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20036

Telephone: (202) 467-9300

Fax: (202) 328-7614

Embassy of the Republic of Singapore

3501 International Place, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 537-3100

Fax: (202) 537-0876

Embassy of the Republic of South Africa

3051 Massachusetts Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 232-4400

Fax: (202) 265-1607

Embassy of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

2148 Wyoming Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20008

Telephone: (202) 483-4025

Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the United States

4201 Wisconsin Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20016-213

Telephone: (202) 895-1800
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