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Report of the First APEC

Sub-Committee on Standards and Conformance (SCSC) Meeting

Lima, Peru

25-26 February 2008

Record of Meeting

The first SCSC meeting for 2008 was held on 25 and 26 February 2008 at the Swissotel Hotel, Lima, Peru.  The meeting was attended by representatives from:  Australia; Brunei Darussalam; Canada; Chile; People’s Republic of China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Japan; the Republic of Korea; Malaysia; Mexico; New Zealand; Papua New Guinea; Peru; Philippines, Singapore; Chinese Taipei; Thailand; the United States of America; and Viet Nam. The APEC Secretariat, representatives of the Asia Pacific Legal Metrology Forum (APLMF), the Asia Pacific Metrology Programme (APMP), the Asia Pacific Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (APLAC), Pacific Accreditation Cooperation (PAC) and the Pacific Area Standards Congress (PASC) were also in attendance.

1. Opening

Mr Augusto Mello, Technical Secretary of the Technical and Commercial Regulations Commission of the Peruvian National Institute for the Defense of Competition and the Protection of Intellectual Property, and SCSC Chairperson for 2008, opened and chaired the meeting.

The Chair made his opening remarks, pointing out that in line with the priorities set for APEC 2008, where the social dimension stands out, he would like to direct SCSC attention to certain topics which he believed to be of special relevance to all and in particular to developing economies: Food Safety, Small and Medium Enterprises, Sustainable Development, and Awareness Building.  

The Chair welcomed and thanked Mr. Sun Tao, Program Director from APEC Secretariat.  He also introduced Ms. Odette Herbozo, officer of the Peruvian Standardization and Accreditation Body, who would assist him in preparing this meeting’s summary report.
The SCSC appointed as Vice-Chairs Mr John Henry (Australia) and Mr. Teo Nam Kuan (Singapore).

The SCSC Chair welcomed CTI Chair, Ms. Mary Elizabeth Chelliah, and invited her to share CTI priorities with SCSC members.

CTI Chair noted that the SOM is yet to set the 2008 priorities.  However, she indicated that the new priority for this year is Supporting Regional Economic Integration, as proposed in the Leaders Meeting.  CTI and its sub fora have a special role to play with regard to this priority.

In addition, the CTI Chair outlined the priorities she intends to propose to CTI, which include:
· Strengthen the multilateral trading system

· Reaffirmation of Bogor Goals 

· Completion of the balance of model measures 

· Development of TFAP II KPIs 

· Establishment of an Investment Facilitation Action Plan

She informed that during the CTI meeting there will be a presentation on TBT FTA chapters and how they support regional economic integration.

Canada asked if KPIs would be based on input or on output.  CTI chair responded that she believed it could be both for the case of SCSC.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

The SCSC adopted the agenda after the following amendments were made to the draft circulated ahead of the meeting:

· Item 4(2) SRBs to report on the survey on the adoption of international standards addressing environmental matter in the region was removed, as proposed by the United States.  

· A new issue was added under Item 4(9) report on SCSC ABAC Critical Infrastructure Project, as proposed by Australia.

· Item 4(10) was added to the agenda per suggestion of Peru and Korea to address all issues related to the 7th SC Conference.

· A new title was suggested for Item 4(8) “Standards and Conformance Education”, as proposed by APLAC and Chile.

Japan expressed their concern about the late distribution of meeting documents and encouraged earlier distribution in the future to allow time for sufficient consideration.

3. Business Arrangements

Peru provided information regarding the administrative arrangements for the meeting.

Mr. Sun Tao, SCSC Program Director from APEC Secretariat, addressed SCSC to inform on overall APEC developments. He also informed the SCSC on the meeting schedule of the BMC during 2008, noting the following:

· BMC 1 29 February in Lima – focus on policy issues

· BMC 2 17-18 April in Singapore – focus on urgent projects

· BMC 3 22-23 October in Singapore – focus on all other projects

APEC Secretariat also provided information on communications and public affairs and suggested that members and project overseers consider the use of the Global Development Learning Network in their projects.
The US thanked APEC Secretariat and sought clarification on features of the existing website. APEC Secretariat offered to provide this information intersessionally.

4. SCSC Work Programme for 2007

The SCSC Chair indicated that the meeting’s reports and discussions would provide the guidelines and constitute the basis of the SCSC work plan for 2008, which the Chair would prepare.

(1)  Trade Facilitation
The United States reported on the outcomes and recommendations from the SCSC/TFTF meeting held on the subjects of REACH and RoHS on the 23rd February 2008.  Actions arising from the meeting include investigating publishing presentations on the APEC Website; further discuss participation in IEC TC111with active members; and propose a TFTF panel discussion on the EuP Directive be included at the SC Conference. The SCSC accepted the report.

Singapore sought clarification about participation by industry in sessions such as the TFTF. The chair and the SCSC agreed industry participation is important and should be encouraged.

Vietnam reported on the SCSC’s CAP in Trade Facilitation and requested that member economies update the template intersessionally by 31 May 2008.

New Zealand noted some difficulties with providing the information requested in the CAP, particularly in relation to item 3a) and b) in Annex 2.  

Hong Kong China also noted similar difficulties and suggested to delete the item from the template, asking the SRBs to come up with an alternative indicator.

Singapore suggested the formation of a small group to review the template and make necessary adjustments. The small group consists of Vietnam, SRBs, Korea, Chile, China, Japan, Malaysia, and Singapore.  The small group will report the revised template in day 2 of the SCSC meeting.  

Vietnam reported on the revised CAP and template as developed by the small group.  Vietnam requested that lead economies finalize the CAP by 31 May 2008, following this member economies are to complete the template in Annex 2, by 31 October 2008.  SCSC endorsed the revised document.

The Chair introduced the discussion on TFAPII- Key Performance Indicators (KPIs), pointing out that progress on this issue must be reported to the CTI in SOM I – 2008 and made reference to a document submitted by Peru for discussion.

Japan indicated they have quite a few comments on the proposed KPIs and suggested that the SCSC be given more time to consider these for a more informed discussion at SCSC2.

Chile raised a number of significant concerns with the KPIs, in particular as many of them related to voluntary activities.  Reporting on these activities as KPIs may give the impression that they are required. 

There was further discussion about the merits of the KPI proposal.  The Chair proposed that comments be submitted on the current proposal by 30 March, with a view to revising the proposal and recirculating for further comment by 15 April.  Economies will then have two weeks to finalize the KPIs before they are submitted to CTI II for consideration in May.  The SCSC agreed with this proposal.  Japan proposed to develop the KPIs based on the revised CAP.

Japan reported on the developments within the WTO TBT Committee, noting in particular the upcoming GRP Workshop to be held on 18-19 March 2008 in Geneva. 

China reported on the developments within the WTO SPS Committee, including the current situation of the discussions related to private standards. 

Korea reported on the developments within the Asia Europe Meeting / Trade Facilitation Action Plan on Standards and Conformance (ASEM/TFAP SCA). 

Korea suggested that ASEM make contact with TFTF to coordinate actions.  The United States noted that it was unfamiliar with the work of the ASEM and requested further information before making contact.

(2) Alignment with International Standards and Active Participation in International Standardization

Japan briefed SCSC on the format of the VAP report and requested member economies to submit their report by the end of May 2008. 

The Chair proposed SCSC members discuss the development of fair trade practice standards under ISO.  No members provided any comment.  

PASC provided an update on COPOLCOs last meeting, and indicated that the work on this matter was at a very initial stage.

(3) 
Good Regulatory Practice

Peru updated the SCSC about the preparations for the next GRP Conference, which will take place in the city of Cusco on 9 August.  In particular, Peru outlined the program and encouraged the economies to put forward suggestions for speakers.

Australia indicated that they will explore the possibility of providing speakers.

(4) 
Cooperation on Technical Infrastructure Development  

SRBs presented the SRB Strategic Plan in support of trade facilitation.  Member economies noted the report. 

Peru informed on the Chemical Metrology Project, including the workshop which will be held in Cusco on 6-7 August 2008.  

Hong Kong China noted the SRBs have an interest in these issues and there are synergies that should be explored to allow for SRBs involvement in the project.

(5) 
Food safety issues

The SCSC Chair highlighted the special interest in food safety issues for the year 2008. 

Australia spoke on behalf of the Food Safety Cooperation Forum to present a Draft implementation Plan for Strengthening Food Safety Standards Practices in APEC Economies for 2008 – 2011, whereby the Forum proposes to extend the Plan to 2011.  Australia also noted the US has expressed interest in being a more active participant.  The SCSC endorsed the extension of the period of the work plan. 

Hong Kong China recommended that SRBs be included in this work. 

China supported Australia and noted the growing interest among economies regarding Food Safety Issues. 

The United States commended China and Australia on their efforts and expressed eagerness to participate in and support this work. 

The SCSC Chair encouraged SCSC members to provide information to the Secretariat of contact person(s) for Codex Alimentarius Commission, World Organization for Animal Health, and the International Plant Protection Convention, in order to enable and facilitate coordination among APEC members at these international organizations. 

China informed on the preparation of the Seminar on National Food Safety System and Risk Analysis, to be held in August 2008, back to back with the 7th SC Conference.  The seminar is an initiative that comes from the Food Safety Cooperation Forum, co-chaired by China and Australia.  Funding for the project comes from TILF and also will have financial support from the US.  China expressed their gratitude to Australia as Co-chair of the Forum and Peru as the host of the Seminar.  China invited all member economies to attend the Seminar.  The US indicated they are very supportive of the initiative and look forward to contributing additional programming to the Seminar. 

Chile and Peru also noted the importance of the initiative and expressed their support. 

(6) 
Pathfinder initiatives

EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative

Singapore on behalf of JAC Chair reported on the outcomes of JAC meeting held in November 2007 in Malaysia and noted that the information in Part 1 of the EEMRA can now be found on the APEC website.  In addition, Singapore updated the SCSC on preparations for the upcoming APEC EEMRA Seminar to be held in Brunei Darussalam on 12-13 May 2008, noting TILF funding assistance and the availability of supplementary funding from New Zealand.  

Singapore and New Zealand encouraged active participation by economies in the Seminar.  

New Zealand expressed their support and willingness to actively participate in this initiative and thanked JAC Chair, Singapore, and Brunei Darussalam for organizing and hosting the Seminar, respectively. 

Peru expressed its interest in participating on Part 1 of the EEMRA Pathfinder Initiative.

Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative

Thailand reported on the progress of the Seminar on Administrative Procedure for APEC Sectoral Food MRA: Approaches to MRA Arrangement held on 29-30 November 2007 in Thailand.  The outcome of the Seminar includes the activities of four main projects:
· Administrative procedures

· Establishment of bilateral/multilateral MRA

· Exchange of information on food related issues

· Capacity building for APEC Sectoral Food MRA

Thailand requested SCSC to endorse the Work Plan of APEC Sectoral Food MRA Pathfinder Initiative and encouraged member economies to provide the contact persons to Thailand for setting up an electronic working group.  SCSC endorsed the proposed Work Plan.

(7) 
Supporting SMEs

Before inviting SCSC members to discuss on how to support SMEs, the SCSC Chair pointed out the importance of integrating SMEs to the global markets for developing members.

SCSC Chair encouraged SCSC Members to provide information on URLs to the Secretariat to have them uploaded in the SCSC page of the APEC website. 
Peru provided URLs to APEC Secretariat and outlined two experiences on the implementation of standards in SMEs.

Chile and New Zealand asked the Secretariat to clarify which economies had not provided the information yet and pointed out that a template had been developed, filled out and submitted by a number the economies some years ago.

Korea suggested that the APEC Secretariat create a public access site for SMEs so they may have easier access to information provided by the different economies related to best practices and other useful issues such as those discussed at the TFTF.

Japan pointed out that some of this information was already posted on the APEC website and available to the public.

APEC Secretariat agreed to follow up on the matter and report back to the SCSC.

(8) 
Standards and Conformance Education

Korea provided the final report of the Education Project Phase 1.  Korea/Singapore reported on the outcomes and recommendations from the SCSC Project Advisory Group on Education meeting held on 24 February 2008 and its Work Plan on Standardization Education in 2008.  The SCSC noted the report. 

Korea noted there will be a Standards and Conformance Education session in the 7th SC Conference, requested member economies to nominate speakers and encouraged participation.  Japan expressed willingness to nominate a speaker for the Conference.

Japan thanked Korea and asked that the information be made available for member economies through the SCSC page of the APEC website as soon as possible.

Hong Kong China reminded member economies of previous discussions regarding the name of this advisory group.  SCSC members reconfirmed that the name will be: Project Advisory Group on Education about Standards and Conformance. 

Canada thanked the advisory group and congratulated them on their work.

China asked for the deadline to propose speakers for the SC Conference. Peru requested member economies to propose speakers for the SC Conference preferably by the end of April 2008.

(9) 
Interaction with Business

The SCSC Chair pointed out the six actions to promote interaction with business, which were proposed on SCSC 2 meeting in 2007, and asked the leading member economies to report on progress.

Peru indicated that for actions 1 and 3, information would be given under item 4 (10) of the agenda.

Regarding Action 2, Japan presented a draft survey questionnaire on the participation of business in related committees corresponding to international TCs and SCs. 

Canada suggested that the survey divide TCs and JTC1 and commented that it could be difficult for them to complete the section on national standards.

PASC and the US pointed out that information on TCs is readily available from ISO and could therefore be removed from the questionnaire.

PASC offered to further elaborate on the process for obtaining information for the survey at the PASC SC meeting taking place on 27 February 2008.  SCSC member economies will be informed on the results of the meeting and be requested to finalize the survey accordingly.

For Action 5, Japan presented a survey on new priority areas for SCSC, which aims at identifying industry needs of APEC economies regarding the new priority areas of VAPs.

New Zealand thanked Japan for the presentation and asked if it would be convenient to involve ABAC representatives of each member economy to obtain information. 

SCSC agreed that working with the various ABAC representatives would be an efficient way for obtaining this information.

For Action 6, Viet Nam indicated that together with the US they will be presenting a Project for BMC 2.  

The United States presented to SCSC members a concept paper on the project related to the development of a strategy for promoting the interaction with Business in the SCSC´s Activity in APEC member economies.

Japan, Korea, Chile and Singapore offered to participate as co sponsors of the project.

Australia reported on the progress of the work of the World Wine Trade Group (WWTG) and asked SCSC members to endorse the establishment of a Wine Regulatory Forum (WRF) and the proposed terms of reference for the WRF.  Australia also requested that interested member economies provide contact details of their wine regulators by 14 March 2008, and asked that a representative from the WRF be invited to present at the next GRP and/or SC Conferences in Peru.  The SCSC endorsed this proposal.

The United States, Chile and New Zealand expressed their support for this initiative, noting in particular the importance of industry involvement and the usefulness of regulator to regulator dialogues respectively.

Australia provided a progress report on the implementation of the Critical Infrastructure Project that is being undertaken in cooperation with ABAC.

Japan expressed their interest in the project and requested to be kept updated.

(10) 
SC Conference

Peru informed on the preparation of the 7th SC Conference, including preliminary proposals for the program.  
PASC pointed out that SRBs would be interested in knowing who the target audience is and if there is funding for participation.  

Korea asked if the program had been approved and whether there is opportunity for the TFTF to participate.

Australia also sought clarification regarding the opportunity for the WRF to participate in the SC Conference.

Chile pointed out that inclusion of TFTF in the Conference might encourage better compliance with the SCSC objective to reduce trade barriers and noted that some elements of the initial proposed program did not adequately address this objective.

Japan expressed their concern about the number of days that are taken up for SCSC meetings and urged SCSC to consider limiting the number of days dedicated to SCSC related meetings.

The US indicated that TFTF had concluded that it would request the SC Conference planners to consider a session on TFTF topics.

New Zealand pointed out that two elements of the initial proposed program could be combined as there were overlaps in the topics covered. This would free up some time for the inclusion of other topics.  Korea concurred.

PASC expressed concern that SRBs had already undertaken actions to plan for the SC Conference and wanted confirmation that the SRBs still had responsibility for one session of the Conference.

The US expressed concern that international organizations did not have the experience on how standards and conformance facilitate trade.  Member economies have that experience.

Following the discussions, Peru presented a revised agenda for the 7th SC Conference, which reflects the various comments made.

5. SRBs Progress Report

The SRBs Lead Shepherd noted that the SRBs have submitted their reports for SCSC members’ information and would be happy to clarify any comments or questions from member economies.

PASC informed the SCSC about the development and upcoming publication of a brochure on the roles and activities of the SRBs. 

6. SCSC Projects
Vice Chair from Australia presented two proposals regarding the implementation of a new QAF system to be implemented for future SCSC projects.

The SCSC discussed the merits and challenges of both proposals and the general consensus was that in principle Proposal 2 is the preferable one.  It was agreed that the Vice Chair would further develop the proposal to incorporate comments raised during this meeting.  The revised proposal will be circulated for comments by member economies by the end of April.  At the same time member economies will be requested to nominate experts to participate in the QAF process.

The Philippines presented an urgent project on risk communication as it relates to Food Safety.  China indicated that the Food Safety Cooperation Forum reviewed the project proposal and found that it fits within the priorities set by the Forum.  As one of Co Chairs of the Forum, China supported the project.  The SCSC accepted the Project and the Chair will submit it to CTI.

The APEC Secretariat provided a brief report on the state of play of SCSC Projects. 

SCSC members discussed the following preliminary project proposals for 2009:

· Seminar and Training Courses in Legal Metrology, submitted by China

· APEC School of Metrology – Workshop on securing foundations for trade facilitation, submitted by Korea

· Strengthening Chemical Metrology Infrastructure, submitted by Peru

· US Conformity Assessment System for Toy Safety – a Best Practice Case Study Workshop, submitted by the United States

Japan requested project overseers to ensure that project outcomes be uploaded on the SCSC page of the APEC website.

The SCSC encouraged member economies to use the process laid out in the SRB Strategic Plan for prioritizing projects on technical infrastructure development involving SRBs, before being submitted to the APEC SCSC.  

The SCSC agreed the following deadline for the completion of project proposals:

· 1 June 2008 -  submit finalized proposals for uploading on the AIMP

· 15 June 2008 – QAF process to be completed

· 17 June 2008 – SCSC to receive project proposals from the APEC Secretarial for ranking

· 17 July 2008 – deadline for member economies to submit ranking to the APEC Secretariat

· 20 July 2008 – APEC Secretariat to distribute final SCSC ranking 

Japan raised the issue of document availability, pointing out that documents should be presented three weeks in advance to give member economies sufficient time to consider the papers.  This suggestion was endorsed by the SCSC.

7. Adoption of the SCSC’s 2008 Work Plan
Based on the outcomes of the discussion and on the decisions at the meeting, the SCSC Chair proposed to draw up a draft SCSC Work Plan for submission to CTI.  APEC Secretariat will submit the Work Plan to member economies for their reference.

8. Adoption of the SCSC Chair’s report to the CTI meeting
Based on the outcomes of the discussion and on the decisions at the meeting, the SCSC Chair proposed to draw up the report to the CTI.  APEC Secretariat will submit the said report to member economies for their reference.

9. Adoption of the SCSC I Summary Conclusion 
The SCSC considered and adopted the Summary Conclusions of the 1st SCSC Meeting in 2008.

10.  Meeting Documents 

The SCSC considered the public release of documents as per the attachment.

11.  Other business

SCSC Chair briefed the SCSC on the time and venue of the SCSC 2 and related meetings during SOMIII.

· 7-8 August 2008 in Cusco - Workshop Strengthening Chemical Metrological Infrastructure

· 9 August 2008 in Cusco - 5th Conference on Good Regulatory Practice

· 10-11 August 2008 in Cusco - 7th Conference on Standards and Conformance

· 12 – 13 August in Cusco - SCSC II Plenary

· Seminar on National Food Safety System and Food Safety Control (date and venue to be confirmed).

12.  Adjournment

The SCSC Chair then adjourned the meeting. 

Note: “Information only” items were not discussed at the session, but relevant documents were submitted and were officially recorded. 
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