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TSUI Kuang-Yu 

The Shortcut to the Systematic Life: City Spirits, Video Art, 2005

This work is one of the series The Shortcut to the Systematic Life. Like the other two works in the series I’ve discussed, it aims to address the urban environment in a parodic use of mimicry and ironic expression of urban identity. Unlike them, however, this work uses mimicry like a game.  

In this work, the performer treats the city of London as a playground. He plays golf on the sidewalk—or even in the street. He treats the streets and all of the cars like a car race: he stands at a crossroad next to a traffic light and waves a starting flag at the moment the light turns green, transforming commuters into race car drivers. Even more widely, he bowls in the park, assuming all of the pigeons are his targets. This work was created during the artist’s residency at Gasworks, London. According to the artist, he tries to explore the dynamics of urban spaces in a series of actions that test and subvert the invisible norms that govern our use of public spaces. The actions are intended to re-discover and re-present the city from a different perspective, one that absurdly challenges the use of spaces and makes us think about how we deal with them. 

In City Spirits, the mimicry involves games, more specifically three types of sports. Games or sports here are not for the purpose of competition, but for creating the effect of fun. This sense of fun is not related merely to a sense of humor but also implies antagonistic treatment of the public space in an unconventional—even an absurd—way. 

TSENG Yu-Ching


Artist’s word

In the process of creation, I find out the things I took for granted and the parts beyond my normal life that I seldom cared for or refused to care for. I habitually and unhealthily exclude myself from the world. A person that seems like me yet not really me stands on the side, watching, observing myself, as if another me experiencing yet observing at the same time. I could be passive, just staying right on the site seeing and hearing at real time, or could be actively leaning to watch or listen. During the self-hearing and –seeing, again and again, I have an intercourse with my own body, a site arrangement inside my brain along with the numerous “others”. For this, I create.  
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TSENG Yu-Chin
Breath Hard, Video Art, 2004
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TSENG Yu-Chin
I despise presumptions. But if I could at the very beginning, perhaps I could save a few, Video Art, 2005
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TSENG Yu-Chin
Un Happy, Video Art, 1'30", color, 2005

