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Marine meteorological observations and reports from vessels are
indispensable for making marine meteorological information such as marine
meteorological forecasts and warmings. They are also important to monitor

and research the climate change and the global warming.

In transmitting the weather message via INMARSAT, the transmission fee is
free of charge as long as you use the special access code "41" which represents
weather messages.
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National Meteorological Services

World Meteorological Organization (NMSs) appoint Port Meteorological
(WMO), which is one of the specialized Officers (PMOs) at main ports in their
agencies of the United Nations, countries. PMOs regularly visit VOSs,
encourages ships to make meteorological check meteorological instruments such as
observations and reporting, and calls them barometer, refill supplies such as logbooks
"WVoluntary Observing Ships (VOSs)". and guides, and give advice on

meteorological or oceanographic matters
to support VOSs. These services are

The figure on the back side of this brochure available free of charge.
shows that the main ports in the world In Japan, Port Meteorological

where a Port Meteorological Officer appointed. Services are provided at Yokohama,
(as of February 10, 2003) Nagoya, Kobe, Hakodate, Maizuru and
Magasaki.
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PMO is a bridge between VOS and NMS



Correction card
attached on the barometer on board

To maintain the accuracy of
barometer, 6-monthly check is required.
PMOs visit your ship and check your
barometers free of charge.

After checking a barometer, PMO put
a correction card (picture above) with the
total correction value, which consist of
barometer  instrumental error and
correction value to the sea level, on your
barometer. You need to add this total
correction value to your barometer's value
s0 as to report the air pressure at sea level.

In Japan, PMOs offer the barometer
check services using facsimile if it is not
possible for your ship to visit the Japanese
port where a PMO is appointed. Please
send the form to one of the PMOs or
Marine Observatories after you have filled
in all the necessary information on the
given form. The PMO will send you back
the result.
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PMO distributes guides, logbooks
and pamphlets of marine meteorological
observations and meteorological or
oceanographic matters.



IMA distributes software "OBSIMA"
which enables to make weather reports on
PC easily and accurately. The observation
sheet convenient to input the observation
data in, and floppy disks to store the
electrical logbooks in, and postage-free
envelops for sending those floppy disks to
JMA are also available on request.
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Top page of the website
L "Ships' Weather Observations/Reports "

PMO Yokohama, Yokohama Local
Meteorological Observatory
99, Yamatecho, Naka-ku, Yokohama
231-0862
TEL: +81 45 621 1991 FAX: + 81 45622 3520

PMO Nagoya, Nagoya Local
Meteorological Observatory
2-18, Hiyoricho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya
464-0039
TEL: +81 52 752 6364 FAX: +81 52 762 1242

PMO Kobe, Kobe Marine Observatory
1-4-3 Wakinohamakaigan-Dori, Chuo-Ku,
Kobe 651-0073
TEL: +81 78 222 8918 FAX: +B1 78 222 8946

The main screen of OBSJMA
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We operate a website "Ships' Weather
Observations/Reports" on the Internet;

http://marine.kishou.go.jp/VOS
Pamphlets, download of the software
"OBSIMA", contact address of worldwide
PMOs and links to other NMSs' websites are
available on this site.

Maritime Meteorological Division,
Hakodate Marine Observatory

3-4-4 Mihara, Hakodate 041-0806

TEL: +81 138 46 2213 FAX: +B81 13847 7682

Maritime Meteorological Division,
Maizuru Marine Observatory

901 Shimofukui, Maizuru 624-0946

TEL: +81 773 76 4114 FAX: +81 773 76 4114

Maritime Meteorological Division,
Magasaki Marine Observatory
11-51, Minami-yamate, Magasaki 850-0931
TEL: +81 65 811 4867 FAX: +81 95 823 8220

EMAIL: pmo@climar.kishou.go.jp  {common to all above 6 observatories)
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CONTA

Please contact us for the address below if you have questions
about marine meteorological observation or PMO;

Marine Division, Climate and Marine Department,

Japan Meteorological Agency

1-3-4 Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 100-8B122
TEL: +81 3 3212 8341 (Ext.5144) FAx:EMAIL: VOS@climar.kishou.go.jp
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