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Death or marriage

Girls with old bones
And marauding spirits,
The ghosts that roam,

In night’s dark,

A stupa door tight shut —
No escape.

Whispers hushed,
Girls huddled,
Tomorrow death
Or marriage.

Khmer Rouge indenture order,

Perhaps ‘they’ can hear, ke ?J-t " Elisabeth Hames-Brooks &4 MAI j#4£ 4
The all-hearing forces beyond o officemate Dr. Ahmad Naser Sarmast > {451
In this time stretched e IREEIFOT S P R 5

Our skin creeps -
It’s too quiet.

Karma doubts,
Torture dangers,
Will our bodies
Fertilize fields?

Or will youth group leader,
Assign a farmer or soldier
With a prized rooster?

The possibility of motherhood
On a day considered lucky -
Buddha’s pre-birth destiny.

Let us marry.
LHB

Dr Peggy LeVine’s research found that whilst there were incidents of suicide in the face of being forced to
marry by the Khmer Rouge between 1975-1979, there were a large number of arranged group marriages (in
some instances up to 300 couples at a time, usually on work sites on large canal projects in the north) which
survive to the present day.  Dr LeVine is a registered clinical psychologist currently working on her PhD in
the area of international mental health in the Southeast Asian region with the Monash Asia Institute.
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