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	13
	Mu-Jung Chen
	Chinese Taipei
	System Analyst
	Directorate General of Customs, Taiwan

3Fl., No.13, Tacheng St. Datong District, Taipei, Taiwan 103

Tel: +886-2-2550-5500#2364
	004383@webmail.customs.gov.tw
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Fax: 82-2-528 5715
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	Korea
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	Mr. Eswaran E.Sankaranarayanan  
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	CrimsonLogic Pte Ltd
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	Vietnam
	Senior expert
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844-8262538 (ext. 1040) 
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1. OPENINGS

The Chairman welcomed all Steering Committee members (STC), Head of Delegations (HODs), Chairs of Joint Working Group (JWG), delegates and observers to the 23rd AFACT Plenary meeting. He hoped all would have a fruitful discussion and participation, and wished all a pleasant stay in Hanoi. 

The Chairman requested all the meeting participants to observe one minute’s silence to offer condolence and sympathy to the earthquake victims in Pakistan and India.

Noting that EDICOM 2005 being held along with the 23rd AFACT Meetings, with about 20 booths showcasing local and foreign vendors, Mr Chairman invited all participants to tour the exhibition and observe latest ICT achievements by the private sector in the region. 

The chairman requested StC members, HODs, and Chairs of Working Groups to introduce themselves. 

StC members:

Mr Javed Naushahi:

Vice Chair

Mr T.A.Khan:



UN/CEFACT Plenary Officer (Vice Chair)

Mr. Lim Swangwon:

UN/CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia

Mr Shumpei Nakagaki:
Elected HoD

Gary Gong:



AFACT Secretariat (representing Dr Jyh-Sheng Ke)

HoDs

Cambodia: 



Mr Chan Sitthear (representing HoD Chuong Chan Than)

Chinese Taipei:


Dr. Jyh-Sheng Ke (representing Mr Neng-Jong Lin)

India:




Mr T. A. Khan

Japan:




Mr Shumpei Nakagaki

Korea:




Mr Jong-Hee Kim 

Malaysia:



Mr S Anbalagan (representing Mr Tuan Haji Yaacob bin Hussin)

Pakistan:



Mr Kamran Saeed (representing Mr. Javed Naushahi)

Philippines:



Mr Gerry Anigan (representing Mr. Fernando P. Cala II)   

Singapore: 



Mr Kamarudin Bin Tambi

Vietnam:




Ms Nguyen Thu Huong

Chairs of Joint Working Group (JWG):

Customs Working Group (CWG)

Mr E.S. Eswaran (acting)
Malaysia

Supply Chain Working Group (SCWG)
Mr Yong-Jae Kim


Korea

Awareness & Education Group (AEWG)
Mr Kenji Itoh (acting)

Japan

Security Working Group (SWG)


Mr Perry Liu



Chinese Taipei

Transport Working Group (TWG)

Mr S. Anbalagan


Malaysia


XML Working Group (XMLWG)


Mr Karlson Hsia


Chinese Taipei

The Chairman encouraged all to get to know each other better during breaks.  

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

Noting that Representative of Thailand - AFACT hosting member for year 2007 - was absent, the Chairman requested AFACT Secretariat to give the meeting an update on the host of 25th AFACT Meetings (agenda item 7). 

The Chairman also asked that two items be added to the Plenary Meeting agenda: “UN/CEFACT Vice Chair Report” as new item 13 and “Review and Approval of the Meeting Minutes” as item 16 (before the Closing Remarks). 

4. APPROVAL OF THE 22ND AFACT PLENARY MEETING MINUTES

Mr T.A. Khan suggested that the Plenary should hear a briefing of the last two AFACT StC meetings in Hanoi: the Mid-term StC Meeting in May and the 23rd StC Meeting on Oct 24th. The chairman agreed.

4.1. Approval of the 22nd AFACT Plenary Meeting minutes

The Plenary approved the minutes of last Plenary Meeting.

4.2. Updates on the proceeding and outcomes of the Mid-term StC Meeting and the 23rd StC Meeting were presented by Mr T. A. Khan.

5. ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE 24TH (2006) AFACT MEETINGs 

Mr. Javed Naushahi announced the date and venue of 2006 AFACT Meetings: the Mid-term StC Meeting in April 10-11, 2006 in Lahore; the 24th AFACT Meeting and EDICOM 2006 on August 8-11, 2006 in Karachi. Mr Kamran Saeed gave a presentation on ”AFACT 2006 in conjunction with ITCN”. 

Mr Sangwon Lim called the meeting’s attention to the fact that August would be the biggest holiday season for some Asian countries. Therefore to ensure extensive participation in the 24th AFACT Meetings, he suggested that the hosting member (Pakistan) find another date for the event if possible. He also requested the event organizer to assign some time in the EDICOM Conference for the UN/CEFACT presentation. 

Mr Khan expressed his concern that, given the large dimension and extensive agenda of ITCN - the event organized back to back with the 24th AFACT Meetings and EDICOM 2006 - AFACT meetings and exhibition would get lost in such a big event. He therefore suggested that the hosting member take special care to make sure that the event places due stress on the issues of trade facilitation and e-business – which are central to AFACT working agenda.

Back to the timing of the 24th AFACT Meetings and EDICOM 2006, Mr. Kenji Itoh fully seconded Mr Sangwon Lim’s comments and suggested that the events be held back to back with the UN/CEFACT Conference in New Dehli in September, so as to save travel cost for delegates and ensure better participation from all AFACT members.

Mr Javed Naushahi responded to the above comments, saying that if the two events were held back to back, that would keep participants away from their office for a long time and hence might negatively affect their work schedule. However, Mr Naushahi said that the hosting member stayed open for feedbacks from meeting participants on this issue.

Mr. Sangwon Lim suggested that AFACT members be given 1 to 2 weeks to think over the issue and then provide feedback to AFACT 2006 hosting country. The Chairman asked AFACT Secretariat to follow up on this and announce the final time decided for 24th AFACT meetings and EDICOM 2006 to all AFACT members. 

6. ANNOUNCEMENT FOR THE 25TH (2007) AFACT MEETINGs

AFACT Secretariat informed the Plenary that Thailand had confirmed hosting of AFACT 2007 Meetings. Further details of time and venue of each event would be announced later. 

Mr. Chairman commented that next year, Thailand would assume the role of AFACT Vice-Chair. He suggested that a new HoD be elected to replace Thailand as member of AFACT Steering Committee.

Mr. Javed suggested that there was no need to elect a new HoD for AFACT StC since Singapore once acted both as Vice Chair and member of the StC.

Mr. Khan said that AFACT Steering Committee needs more participation and representation from AFACT members, so he supported replacement of Thailand’s HoD in AFACT StC when this member is designated the new Vice-Chair of AFACT next year.

Mr. Chairman seconded Mr. Khan’s comment and suggested that the matter be discussed further and come to conclusion in the next StC Meeting. He also encouraged all AFACT members to submit their Expression of Interest for the elected HoD position in AFACT StC.

Mr. Sangwon Lim seconded Mr Khan and Mr Chairman’s suggestion. 

7. afact MEMBERS AND ASSOCIATE MEMBERS’ 2005 Progress Report 

7.1. Member Progress Report

The reports were presented by HODs as follows: 

a. Cambodia by Mr Chan Sitthear

b. Chinese Taipei by Dr. Jyh-Sheng Ke

c. India by Mr R. K. Arora

d. Japan by Mr Shumpei Nakagaki

e. Korea by Mr Kim Jong-Hee

f. Malaysia by Mr S. Anbalagan 

g. Pakistan by Mr Kamran Saeed

h. Philippines by Mr. Gerry Anigan

i. Singapore by Mr Kamarudin Bin Tambi

j. Vietnam by Mr Tran Thanh Hai

7.2. Associate Member Progress Report

Mr Lim Sangwon briefed the Plenary about the ongoing activities of ebXML Asia Committee. He also announced the ebXML Asia Committee meeting to be held from 22nd to 25th this November in Chinese Taipei, and welcome all AFACT members to join the meeting.

8. JOINT WORKING GROUP PROGRESS REPORT

The working group progress reports were presented as follows (the reports would also be uploaded to AFACT 2005 website www.mot.gov.vn/afact and AFACT Secretariat website www.afact.org  for further reference):

a. AEG by Mr. Kenji Itoh

Mr. Itoh suggested, during his presentation about the AEG activities and progress, distribution of the AFACT yearbook on a larger scale, to cover not only AFACT members but also non-AFACT members.

b. ATG by Mr K.S. Kunwar, India

c. BCFWG by Mr Kamarudin Bin Tambi, Singapore 

Mr. Kamarudin proposed that the Working Group be renamed as Business Collaboration Working Group, and seeked approval from the Plenary. Mr. Khan said the StC would consult AFACT members on this issue and announce its decision later.

d. CWG by Mr. E. S. Eswaran, Malaysia

e. FWG by Mr. S. Ganesh Kumar, India

Mr. Kumar asked AFACT members to provide inputs for the new project initiated by the FWG: the Cross-border Payment Project.

f. IIC by Mr. T. A. Khan, India

g. LWG by Mr Tran Thanh Hai, Vietnam

h. SWG by Mr Perry Liu, Chinese Taipei

i. SCWG by Mr Kim Yong Jae, Korea

j. TWG by Mr S. Anbalagan, Malaysia

Mr Anbalagan informed the Plenary that Mr. Kamran Saeed of Pakistan had been elected new TWG Chairman for the next 2 years’ term.

k. XML WG by Mr Karlson Hsia, Chinese Taipei

The Chairman thanked all the chair of JWGs for the presentation and useful discussions. 

9. REPORTS BY UN/CEFACT Vice Chair and UN/CEFACT Rapporteur for ASIA

The reports were already presented at the 23rd AFACT Steering Committee Meeting on Oct. 24, and also available at the AFACT 2005 website (www.mot.gov.vn/afact or www.afact.org)

10. AFACT SECRETARIAT REPORT

Mr Gary Gong informed the Plenary that AFACT Secretariat had responded to the suggestion of several members about establishing a link on AFACT website to the websites of international aid agencies, for earthquake victims in Pakistan and India. He displayed to the Plenary the Red-cross page of AFACT website. Afterwards, Mr. Gong briefed the meeting about the following:

10.1. AFACT Update

· AFACT membership

· AFACT hosting member

Mr. Sangwon Lim commented that although Korea was willing to host AFACT in 2008, it would like other members to have the opportunity to host the event too. He mentioned that Korea is willing to yield this chance in case other AFACT members who did not have the opportunity to host AFACT meetings come forward. 

10.2. AFACT Promotion

AFACT Secretariat has published the 2005 AFACT Yearbook. AFACT Secretariat will host the WSIS event in Tunisia in November 2005 and AFACT would participate in the aforesaid event.

10.3. Email Service

AFACT Secretariat has provided the Email Service to the Joint Working Group Chairs.

11. CLOSING REMARKS

Mr. T. A. Khan thanked the hosting member – Vietnam – for successful and productive 23rd AFACT meetings and EDICOM 2005.

Mr Tran Thanh Hai, Chairman of AFACT Steering Committee thanked all the participants for their participations and fruitful discussions.
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