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Science and technology join
the arts in Taiwanese display

FESTIVAL | Silicon wafers and 3-D) animation
are among the exhibits this weekend

BY FETER WILSON

VANTOTIVER RUN

rom the silicon wafers

I i that end up as compui-

er chips to LCD

screens o animation

to kite Nying, Taiwan is pei-

tirg the word out on its tech-

nobogry this Labour Doy week-
end in Vancouver.

Despite i's name, The Tai-
wanese Caltural Festival — at
the Plaza of Nations from
Saturday through Monday —
is about more than music,
dance and the other arts,

*The whole festival is
about the modern culture of
Taiwan in every different
aspect,” said Charlic W, the
festival's executive coording-
tor. "This year we're fortu-
pate to have the science ele-
ment of it

Wi gakd thar while the nest
of the world knows the com-
puters, bath desktop and
notebook, that flow aut of
Tabwan every vear, the aware-
ness of things like the bur-
geoning semiconductor
industry and even the design
field are not well known

In order to get the werd
out, at least in Vancouver, the
festival is looking at technaol-

ogy from different aspects,
including:

A ook at such products
as silicon wafers, LCD
screens = from those fof
computers to those for tele-
vision sets = and motorcy-
cles and motor scomers.

J An explanation of what
Taiwan is doing using tech-
nology in the arca of anima-
tion and design, including a
showing of wp student films
and game and website anima-
ton.

3 Anoverview of the
efforts at environmental con-
servation in Taiwan, includ-
ing the saving of specices from
extinction and the selective
farming and improvement of
mangoes and tea. There is
also a look at the waters of
Taiwan and its ecosystems

d Aninteractive set of
activities — including the
kite flying, which combines
technology and tradition —
that will show vounger peo-

le hands-on how science
rom Taiwan can affect their
lives. They can also partici-
pate in rocket building.

The scientific portion of
ihe exhibitions has travelled
only to Beijing before this,
said In-Gann Chen, head of

11

the department of materials
science and engineering at
Taiwan's Mational Cheng
Kung University.

“Canada i% the second
country we've been in,” said
Chen, who is partbcularly
enthusiastic about the dis-
plays designed to show
young people what the sci-
ence of Talwan is all abour,
particularhy a demomstration
of zero-field coollng levitn-
tion, in which children will
be able to interact with the
basic science behind it and
ithen sec a live demonstration
of il i action

As for the kites — which
gomprise the old wradition of
kite making with newer high
tech materials — they will be
flown at both the Plaza of
Mations site and at Science
World.

“*These are very special
kites and very expensive
kites.” said Wu. “So I call
them schentific kites and a lot
of the kite masters who fly
them will use them to
intrigue kids and encourage
their creativity in technology
and the arts as well as the
culture”

As part of the kite demon-
stration, ¢hildeen will learn
how 1o build them,

On the design end of
things, Shih-Mou Kuo, asso-
ciate professor at the depart-
ment of visual communica-

tion design at Tawian's
National Yulin University of
Science and 1'L~chnoln‘ﬁf has
brought students with him
who created this year's top
filmnes that combine amimation
and real actisn,

“The films look at three
thinges signboard culoare, the
wheel or car culture and the
betel nut eulmire in Taiwan,”
sald Kuo, who said that
design schools over the past
10 years in Taiwan have
grown from about 10 to 50,

The betel nut culture looks
at everything from h'ihLul.‘J' to
modern rrur'l(tr:inp.. including
interviews with women
employed to lure customers
into stores.

As well, the students will
show their animation work
done on websites and for
games,

“Talwan has actually been

nite sucoesia] in terms of
the students receiving imter-
national awards for their
designs, including industrial
;Icsigns." sadd Wi, “Tl'lt]."\'t
come out with excellent work
and are being recognized
worldwide.”

Also on exhibit in the digi-
tal creations section 15 a col-
lection of artwork largel
from Taiwan"s Nationa
Palace Museum. These have
been recreated inm both 3D
and two- dimenséanal images.
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Humanity Discovery in Taiwan's culture Ei@EAE

Tzu Chi Foundation is the best proof thal Talwanese humanify louches he
world. Master Cheng Yen, the Mother Theresa of Buddhism, and all the
volunteers of Tau Chl hove inspired people of the whole world ond
brought oul the best in them. As o major partner of the fesfival. Tau Chi
Foundafion Canoda hos contributed greatly and has been very cillical
component 1o the success of TCF

Sounds of Taiwan &SRER S2£E

Alter Vancouver Symphorty Orcheslra’s VS0 Salutes Talwan®™ in 1996, Egre!
Music Cerire and TCCS Special Even! Associalion lolned force In
launching Ihis concert as-fhe kick off evenl for the 2005 Tolwanese
Cullural Festival. Edmordon-bom Tolwaness Conodian and the ossiston!
conducior of the Vancouver Symphony Orchesho, Kennelh Hsieh, fed
mambers of V50 dnd Violinist Dr. Kavin Tsal o perform fhis unique and
beauliful concerd. Talwanese performing houpes, AMIS aboriginal
percussion and Ten Drum Arls Percussion, ‘also confribuled.

Design Showcase BIEERR

Ciher ihan being lamous for high lech cdvancement, Talwan hos hidden
sacrals in the developrian! ol the design. Peihaps related 1o the society's
ransformalion fo on opan ong, The creafivity ond the lalent of young
Tolwanese dasigners Is serdously sough! affer around The world,
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Get your Bachelor's, Master's or Ph.0, degrees in Tabwan!!




Promoting Taiwan..
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