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The Korean Student Fair

The educational fair took place in Seoul, Korea at the COEX. It
was said that over 30,000 people visited the fair and numerous
universities from around the world participated in the exhibition. The
event started off somewhat negatively when people from the Taiwan Higher
Education Delegation walked into the exhibition hall and discovered that
Taiwan was represented by several signs that read “Chinese Taipei”
instead of “Taiwan” .

The physical arrangement of the Taiwanese booths was less than
desirable. Three universities were squeezed into a small space and there
was very little room for potential international students to carry on
serious conversations regarding future studies with representatives from
Taiwan when the fair became crowded. It may have been more helpful to
do as other countries did and allow each participating university to have

their own booth.
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In addition, the Taiwanese government did an excellent job
preparing materials for the exhibition. However, each university also
prepared a great deal of written materials and many of them could be found
in the dumpster located in the hall at the end of the day. It may have
been more convenient, less expensive and more ecologically friendly to
just use the materials prepared by the Taiwanese government.

Lastly, 1f educators from Taiwan are serious about attracting
international students, we need to consider what kind of image of higher
education in Taiwan the public gains when they attend an educational event
and they are bombarded with an over abundance of materials from
professionals and staff members who are jammed into a small booth.
Sometimes less is more.

Participation in the 2005 Korea Spring Fair was very important
since it is said that Korea leads the way when 1t comes to sending students
to study abroad. I am pleased to report that this year Providence

University has eleven more fulltime degree seeking Korean students.
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Hanyoung High School and Kyung Hee University

The visit to Hanyoung High School was a very positive experience.
Students were attentive and seemed authentically interested in each
presentation. | was surprised that students preferred that
representatives from Taiwan use English when introducing their
institutions as | was originally under the impression that students were
fluent in Chinese. 1 strongly believe that higher educational
institutions in Taiwan should be targeting high school aged students and
should promote both Chinese language instruction and English taught

programs.
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As far as the visit to Kyung Hee University is concerned, 1
really cannot comment as I was seriously ill with food poisoning during
the visit and was taken by Jing-Ya Huang of the Taipei Mission in Korea
to see a doctor. Providence University did offer to become an exchange
partner with Konkuk University, but has not signed an agreement yet.

Thank you for giving Providence University the opportunity to be

represented at the 2005 Korea Spring Fair!
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