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Sellar art at Venicefestival
By Charis Dunn-Chan

Venice at night shines across its lagoon like a star in the Milky Way.
So it was somehow fitting that artist Olaf Nicolai has set his Biennale art in the sky.
Hiswork, Welcome to the Tears of St Lawrence, is an invitation to watch summer

meteor showers.

Nicolai's booklet gives times and locations for the Perseids - also known as the tears
of St Lawrence, in honour of the Roman saint's fiery martyrdom.

There is no need to visit Venice to see this show in the sky. German-born Nicolai
gives times to watch the meteors from Pyongyang to San Francisco.

On the ground, the China pavilion was the star turn.

Home-made UFO

This year isthe first time the People's Republic of China has officially sponsored its
artists at the world's largest art event. The Italian culture minister was there to
welcome their presence.

The artists on show offered works from traditional geomancy to a backyard-made
spaceship.

The press went to watch the launch of the UFO, which had been assembled in the
garden of the pavilion area by a group of farmers from China's Anhui Province.
Much was made in speeches of how this UFO could be seen to represent the trajectory
of the Chinese economy in the 21st century.

It was worrying to think about the symbolism of the machine not making lift-off. It
failed to fly, but the blades whirred, and there was great gust of noise.

Elsewhere, nationa pavilions were also noisy.

Ed Ruschain the USA pavilion and Gilbert and George in the UK venue drew long
queues.

Ruscha's work was a double series of spare canvases depicting industrial and
post-industrial landscapes.

London's Gilbert and George had taken images of the gingko leaf and patterned it
across distorted visions of themselves.

The Korean pavilion featured 15 artists with different takes on an Asian society in
transition. Miniature landscapes could be viewed a through a magnifying lens. A giant
inflating and deflating fabric lotus flower nestled under trees.

The Czech pavilion offered interactive art - silver balls to kick around.

Political cartoons

The German pavilion had a scary moment for all with fake museum attendants
circling visitors shouting in English: "Thisis all so contemporary.”

The Hungarian artist Balazs Kicsiny was atotal star. Modest, soft-spoken and utterly
connected to his roots in a Hungarian mining community, his work was elegant,

intelligent and visually enticing.
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Out beyond the national pavilions there was much to see. Every venue was crowded
with individual and groups of artists displaying their work.

Taiwan has a strong group of artistsin Venice. Their theme, The Spectre of Freedom,
was an interesting concept for a small island squeezed out of itsinternational identity.
Kao Chung-li's hand-drawn cartoons poked fun at the big-power tactics of othersin
their various guises.

Talented, humane and witty, Kao offered a strong political view through deceptively
simple animations.

Word-play in his Chinese titles gave the game away.

A non-Chinese speaker needs to know the word beautiful in Chineseis aso the word
used for the name of the USA.

Anti-beauty in the title, with an image of a man looking at a cross and drawing a
bomber, was one of the Biennale's most subtle critiques of great-power
warmongering.

Hisfellow countryman, Tsui Kuang-yu, offered mischievous video works on how to
survive in what he said was a "compressed environment”. Golf in a public space
perhaps? Or a chequered flag for commuters at traffic lights?

Night sky

The Arsenal e offered the stunning spectacle of a chandelier made from tampons in
shiny wrappers. The chandelier, a construct of 14,000 tampons, is the work of the
Portuguese artist Joana VVasconcel os.

Overwhelmed by modern sensibilities, the only solution was aretreat to the past with
avisit to the Gesuiti church in the Canareggio district. Here in the quiet, you can see
Titian's masterpiece "the Martyrdom of St Lawrence.”

The dark canvas shines. St Lawrence lies dying under anight sky on agrill of fire. His
hand is raised to the light of the heavens.

Late July iswhen you can start to see hisfiery tears.

AR SEGE 7-8 E | B
http://www.nyar tsmagazine.com/pages/nyam document.php?nid=749& did=2399

Report From Venice: The Pavilions
James Westcott

The Taiwan pavilion—actually called a Museum—is afew steps from St. Mark’s Place
on the waterfront. An enormous sign declares " The Specter of Freedom," and when
you dlip inside the building and up the cool marble steps into alarge dark chamber to

see Chung-li Kao’s animations of a saintly man gazing at a crucifix-cum-fighter plane,
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you redlize that this "freedom” refers to America's current mission aswell asto
Taiwan’s ongoing struggle with China. Then suddenly another aircraft roars into view:
a silhouetted projection of ajet plane, together with engine sound effects, passes
overhead across the vaulted ceiling.

Aside from aclever but dense call for an artist’s strike by Hsin-1 EvaLin, the
undoubted highlight in the museum is the series of performances by Kuang-yu Tsui.
In one of hisvideo documentations, he has a series of random—but usually
heavy—objects thrown quite hard at the back of his head. The game isfor him to guess
what just hit him. Wine bottle. Chair. Wires. Usually though, he has no idea. Yes, that
really wasa TV just smacking his skull, and we cringe in imagined pain even though
Kunag-yu hardly flinches. In another video, he's out braining himself on street
furniture and shop windows and train doors. After each headlong charge and
harrowing crack on the head, he straightens out his distinctive red glasses and walks
out of the frame with understated dignity, asif closer to solving a small problem, or
perhaps just quelling it for the moment. If these films sound funny, they’ re not—at
least ultimately. They are very sympathetic, but it's not the cheap pathos of the nerdy,
weird anti-hero. More overtly and allowably funny is the situationist-type stunt he
pullsin London: he stands by traffic lights, and, as they turn green, waves
aFormula-1 checkered flag, thus granting the passing cars a part in avery small
drama

To save energy required for the inevitable art deluge, we take the ferry to the Giardini,
even though Sislg Xhafa's enormous ku klux klan-style white hood sculptureisin
sight not far away. Up close, you can see the gentle sprinkle of water from the black
eye holes that explain thetitle, "Ceremonia Crying System.” ThisisAlbania'sfirst
pavilion, but somehow more appealing is the idea of Xhafa's performancesin
previous years to protest the fact that there wasn’t one: he walked around the Giardini
in a soccer kit, asking people if they wanted to play with him. He had a small Albania
flag jutting from his backpack.

Entering the Giardini proper we hear a cacophony: blaring electronic music and
someone shouting in Italian into a microphone. Naturally, we follow the excitement
and arrive at the American pavilion to find a small squadron of riot police.

I immediately suspect some kind of clever performance/prank, but no, they were real
police, and they were closely watching—and in the process flattering>—a man from the
"Mars Pavilion™ who was dressed in a Transformers robot outfit, together with his
companion, the man with a mobile sound-system. | can only presume that it was some
kind of anti-American protest—and it worked. The noise made it impossible to
concentrate on the meditative Ed Ruscha paintings inside, which though beautiful
seemed like avery worthy and boring choice of representative, much like Gilbert and
George in Grande-Bretagne.

Asthe Mars Pavilion roamed off somewhere, peace finally began to descend on the

sublime Nordic pavilion nearby, which was designed by the Norwegian architect
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Sverre Fehn in 1958 and was this year shared by Finland, Norway, and Sweden. The
participating artists simply removed the glass walls from the pavilion to create
amarble Zen garden with no distinction between inside and out—trees literally grow
through the roof. Even Miriam Béckstrom and Carsten Holler’s gesture of the sound
installation in the emptied pavilion—mildly amplified noises from the Giardini’s
pathways—seemed gratuitous in this minimalist paradise.

It soon became clear that bold and—hate to say it—site-specific gestures like this one,
and stunts, sculptures, performances and interactive mini artworlds would fare best in
the competitive and A.D.D.-inducing atmosphere of the Giardini. No timeto stand in
front of a painting and let the work breathe. Even photography seemed a bit primitive
initsreverentia stasis. Give me complete sensory immersion, inject feelings directly
into my brain!

Russiadid this the best. Galina Myznikova and Sergey Provorov built a windtunnel
with the sound of ghastly—or operatic—moaning piped in along with the relentless,
somehow primal torrent of air. There was a warning on the door not to spend more
than two minutes in the wind. Perhaps this was as much to avoid trauma and madness
as airborne diseases and headaches. Standing in the jet stream, you instinctively close
your eyes, and it’sterrifying. "Thisis the Russian soul,” my East German companion
informed me with relish. It wasn't quite a decent into hell, perhaps more like spinning
around uncontrollably in purgatory, or being battered by a Siberian snowstorm in the
dead of night. Upon exiting this harrowing region of the psyche, the blissful Italian
sunshine and carefree fun of the Giardini seemed totally alien, petty and naive.

But then we saw afamiliar man standing alone on a pathway, fiddling with his camera.
The red glasses confirmed that it was indeed Kuang-yu Tsui. We introduced ourselves,
and, clearly rattled by the encounter and by our compliments, he offered his thanks
and alimp hand for us to shake. We left him aone, thinking it better not to ask the
dumb but unavoidable questions, "Doesn’'t your head hurt?" or "What's the idea
behind your work?"

You haveto feel sorry for Thomas Scheibitz, the painter and sculptor whose work is
pretty interesting but totally overshadowed by Tino Sehgal’s brilliant performance
piece in the Germany pavilion. As people enter, the security guards approach them,
usually sneakily from behind, and then break out into an addictively silly song and
dance: "Oooh! Thisis so contemporary, contemporary, contemporary!” Then they
repeat the same in areverentia whisper, and then one last time in ajoyous and camp
yelp, hipstwisting and arms flailing. It perfectly mimics the response one might
immediately (but silently) have upon seeing Scheibitz’s shabby and sugary geometric
sculptures in the main hall-you’ ve no ideawhat it’s about, but it looks reassuringly
different and difficult and now-ish, and—>cowardly relief!—along way off from
delivering any visceral impact.

Being accosted by the security guards-who are very cleverly cast because they ook

normal and not like smarmy art students pulling off a prank—is wonderfully
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disorientating. The few moments before you realize what's happening, that thisis
being done for you, are strange and dream-like. You are not quite yourself. But to the
other people inside the pavilion who are already in on the joke, you are absolutely
yourself: caught off-guard. Some people are sourpusses about the whole thing and
refuse to smile, or are incapable of it. One woman—apparently with complete
conviction that it might work—actually held up a program to her face to try to hide
from the attention. Most people were confused and then beguiled. | stayed for about
an hour watching the unwitting performances and couldn’t stop smiling—not, | hope,
through pleasure at their momentary humiliation, but because what was revealed was
an enchanting and very human vulnerability, and then very quickly pure joy asthe
joke crystallizes.

Perhaps the more appropriate jingle though might have been "Oooh! Thisis not
contemporary,” since this knee-jerk arbitrary dismissal isafar easier responsein the
pavilions (I had it in Uruguay and Australia) than the kind of credulous in-crowd
mantra that Sehgal was poking fun at. The sheer quantity of work in the Giardini
forces one to be alittle defensive and dismissive. Still, the sheer pleasure of watching
the natural performativity of the visitors and the pitch-perfect performance of the
security guards was far more interesting anyway than the work’s political
connotations—or the discussion | was encouraged to have next door with other security
guards about the market economy.

Switzerland contained a storyboard sequence of dlick and boring corporate
photographs by Marco Poloni: aeroplane interiors, business meetings, boardrooms.
They had an IBM aesthetic. Actually, the photography in new IBM adsis more
interesting. And here’s the danger of the pavilion system: one is tempted to think, Oh,
thisis so typically Swiss: clean and dull. But Shahryar Nashat’s video of a gymnast
doing a one-handed hand stand in front of Rubens' The Life of Marie de Medici at the
Louvre was amazing: the only possible response to the skill and ambition of an old
Master now lies outside of art, in a semi-heroic physical gesture, one whichis
simultaneously death-defying and despondent.

Barbara Kruger’s suitably depressing slogan on the front of the Italian pavilion,
"Admit Nothing, Blame Everyone," again seemed targeted at Bush & Co. But having
hardly any time left, we quickly gave up on the exhibition inside, "The Experience of
Art." | couldn’t figure out the point of pixilated Thomas Ruff picturesin the same
room as a Rachel Whiteread staircase, and then Francis Bacon in the next room. It's
all great stuff that we could seefairly easily any timein amuseum or at an art
fair-why did it need to be here, now, like this? A glance at the curator’s wall text on
the way out confirmed the apparent lack of vision: it was apparently a (paranoid and
P.C.) priority to "leave questions open,” but in the process, it seemed like no questions
were even asked.

When the clock struck 6 and the pavilions were about to close, we were |eft with the

haunting image of an animated drummer boy by Carilina Raquel Antich in Egpyt. The
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boy had finished his militaristic drumming routine, tucked his sticks neatly under his
arm, and swung his drum to the side. Where it seemed like the animation would stop
and the loop would begin again, instead the boy just stood there staring blankly
directly at us, blinking occasionally, with no expression on his face. The animation
was raw and simple, but very human in this moment of calmness and emptiness. It
was as if the boy was saying: "OK. I’ ve banged my drum, now what do you want
from me? | have nothing for you."

@ Universesin Universe%’{ﬁf#f
http://www.univer ses-in-univer se.de/car /venezia/bien51/eng/twn/
Venice Biennial

51st International Art Exhibition

For thefirst time in thel10-year-long history of the Venice Biennial, the artistic
direction of the international exhibition is headed by two people, and for the first time
ever by women. The Spaniards Maria de Corral and Rosa Martinez present two
independent exhibitions which complement one another, with artworks spanning from
the 1970s up to the present, including new works created especially for the Biennial.
Scheduled for the fall of 2005, Robert Storr (USA) conceives an international
symposium on contemporary art. In 2007, Storr takes over the artistic direction of the
52nd International Art Exhibition of the Venice Biennial.

In March 2005, at press conferences held in several major cities, the president of the
Biennial and the curators elaborated on the concepts and list of artists, and publicized
further details. In Berlin, where we participated, we were rather surprised that Maria
de Corral and Rosa Martinez played down the expectations for showing the new.
Martinez, who presents in the arsenal the works of 49 artists, regretted not having
more time for research. For the Italian pavilion, in the Giardini, Maria de Corral
conceived a show, part retrospective, with 42 artists. She made clear from the start
that her concern was not today’s much-attempted universalism; nor did she planned to
incorporate as many artists as possible from so-called peripheral regions. In her
opinion, the major exhibitions of recent years (such as Documentall) have proven
that exceptional artistic achievements from Africa, Asia, and Latin America come
from artists currently living in western metropolises anyway. There seemsto be a
problem here with point of view, but more about this appears on our pages devoted to
theindividua exhibitions.

Compared to the previous edition, the scope of both international exhibitions for this
year’s Biennia is considerably reduced. In 2003, as many as 300 artists were
represented in 10 exhibitions. While the meaning of the Biennial generates debatesin
the international art scene for years now, questioning in particular the national
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presentation, the number of countries and regions represented in Venice, with their
own pavilions or exhibitions, steadily increases just the same. Included for the first
time this year are Afghanistan, Albania, Morocco, Kazakhstan, Kyrgystan, Uzbekistan,
and Belarus.

Like with our tours through the last two Biennials, this year’s report also concentrates
on artists whose cultural home isAfrica, Asia, and Latin America, this being, after all,
the focus of our project Universesin Universe - Worlds of Art..

51



AR

BN

= ISR SRR G Arfi(Plerre Messmer)

52



= F S S {1l FE(Chantal Zheng) 1 A5Y

-

iy (Jean-Pierre Cabestan) -

53



SYIn T () P TR AR

= FHSES S



o T 9B (1 i (PASQUIER Jrome)

SRR ]

55



56



o T I R ,Fu[ T -ﬁlﬁﬁl

57



I \"f';—,'afgi

]I WIS Ruud Spruit 4

58



g.a_gg’;ﬂ F%J]‘ﬁf[’dﬁﬁﬁﬁ;%jf/\;ﬁa ﬁ%ﬁl’%ﬂﬂ Fﬁl?‘é

[l B4 4 6% Maarten van Boven /3¢ T [

59



S R I, B

S I K O

60



ol [t 51 Lk — =
B 4 P L 1 L 1

_;% I = Ja . = |
W4 B L 1 PSR

61



FUII T B 9GPt 7 5 1)

62



63



?QI:EE 9 S‘“ AN E ;?, =
=~ B\Iﬂ‘ : ﬁ[ L

T = [ /S El
. = — I: [54



| .
I

Memorandum Signing Ceremony
Than Beeciivm p {HATAT Srwetas bt i Talwus | ]I |i

+| f- :[
Y

ﬁ Cp e R TR ]
e b

= DR A A OISTAT Ff P2y Rl .54

Wil e A ns Y &

et ni LA LT LT | T T e

P ] g e o ] et ks, B T
Pedaicimn. GSRT - 8 ASOC0S AR MR P ALE RS S48

oLL LT ol

Wi e

HEIT R
LTSI -

L

Bwwirw divhiine 1 mad 1

= B A T OISTAT Rl 2B 1iify L S5 )

65



Bham Frtese B P B
l.ﬂllﬁhl—.l.-l'\—llnuln--ln—n-\.u:
e St e e T —
oy TBAT AT o mmpr i
Rl LR S —— Ficr e w e
Bt o L le B g ——

T

B R B OISTAT At e Wl L ST 4 9)

= FHT LA A OISTAT Ak s I L S8R 4 (Y

66



67



= IR A Y

= B FEF] A P Miloslav VLK

68



Cesk
y K
rumlo
v
i

69



Ti’@'ﬁ?’?‘f?ﬁC&kaKrumIov NN ﬂ[ﬁ] Tt (R

= B [iffffs ¥ [ Mr. Zdenek Novak /171 3

70



RS T R R R PSR

71



IE'I*EEEWJ?'J}F'#J%FV%J/ TR R

72



T iR 2B R
DY~ el sl

73



= %‘?ﬁ@@“ "%?[Eﬁihlﬁfjﬁlggé@%

T BNF

74



PIST ER ET

75



S WIS A (Y

PR S R

76



*’Jpﬁ EE

77



&5

o

Y

= EpETE

78



	Stellar art at Venice festival
	Report From Venice: The Pavilions

