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INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL EXPO | SPONSORED FEATURE C11

SOUTHCHINAMORNING POST

THURSDAY,

SEPTEMBER 25, 2003

Exhibition space is sold out and record crowds of up to 60,000 visitors are expected as the industry bounces back

Bumper show reflects
recovery in tourism

Reports by Tim Metcalfe

Asia’s biggest international travel
expo opens today in a buoyant
moud at the THong Kong Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre in Wan
Chai as the industry regroups with
an unprecedented tumout of ex-
hibitors and overseas buyers.

The 17th fntenational Travel

o Hong Kong is celebrating
even before the doors open with
record exhibition space sold to 600
exhibitors from more than 90
countries and regions - a 30 per
cent increase from last

To ensure its success, organiser
Adsale Exhibition Services has ne-
gotiated discounted flights and ho-

to normal,” he says. “A lot of travet
plans and family visits were put o
during Sars, but now people are
catching up.

“Many exhibitors even request-
ed much larger extubition space,
which was sold out two months
ahead of the show.”

Apart from regular

Remarkably, more than 200 out-
bound tour operators from China
this year account for a third of all
“overseas” fepresentatives at the
show

rowth In the nurber of main-
landers taking foreign holidays is
predicted to grow by atieas 16 per

vaej ncnds this year include

g popularity of short-

h.\ul hohllays and health or medi-

cal-related tours. To cope with ris-

ing demand, the expo will feature

special zanes devated to spas and
golf trips.

Many in the industry believe

such as China, Hong Kong, Macau,
Iapan, Taiwan, Malaysia, Korea,

the Philippines and Indi, e TE
hasattracted a nunber of first-time
extibitors.

Kenya will be promating the in-
auguration of direct lights by Ke-
nya Airways between Hong Kong

and Nairobi, which were aiso de-
Jayed by Sars but how promise a

tels for
ers, with numbers up by 13 per
cent.
Response 1o the four-day event
underlines the travel industry’s de-
te ination to bounce back from
the Sars crisis, which prompted the
postponement ofthe ovent in Junc.
pening inter-
o e delay has heightened en-

| r tourists
from the region, says ﬂpn project
manager Maggie C
Nepal, Johor state in Malaysia
and Canada are also promoting
new holiday packages, while Amer-
ican Airlines and Mekong Air are
firesh to the show.
A large buyer group of key Chi-
nese tous operatorswillaso attend

cent asa
result of the opening up of China's
outbound tourism market. Last
year, there were 166 mainland
iravellers. _

Chinese wavet agents say Hong
Kong is not only their fixst choice of
destination but a major gateway to

e wor

Adsale chaiman Stanley Chu

Yulun says: "Outbound travellers
uangdong already outium-
torh mbnund d visitors

He says the presence at the fair
this year of sich a lrge mairand
tour operator group represents

“substantial business opportuni-
ties for worldwide tour operators”.
Chinese New Year also promises ta
be “a lucrative market for many”.

trend of all,
and the expo will featuse resons
from Taiwan, Singapore, Japan and
Thailand

Destinations are also repackag-
ing their atiractions as competition
for the global tourist dollar hots up.

JustasongKongis investingin
world-class soccer maiches, con-
certs, spectacles and even eco-
tours, Macau will is embaking on
large-scale promotion of the Ma-
cau Grand Prix Golden Jubilee Car-
nival, International Fireworks Dis-
play Contest, Food Pestival and tn-
temations] Music Fesival.

he Singapore Tourism Board
il highlight “Roaring Great”
shopping deals with monthly
emes.

Reinforcing itself as a top desti-
nation in the Middle East, Dubai
continues celebrating its successful
“Surmmer Surprises” shop-tll-you-
drop festival, together with new at-
tractions including a desert golf
course complete with 2 Redouin
tent-style clubhouse at Arabian
Ranches, and The Paim, a ps

built island under constnuction
with luxury hotels, vitlas and warld-
class theme parks. Poland is organ-

625 PR A f! R
Kenyan Airways will be promoting its new direct flights between Hong Kong and tha Kenyan capital of Nairobi,

ising tours of falry-tale castles and
palaces 5o tourists can “experience
life as it was in past centuries”.
Britain is promoting the joys of
navigating peaceful 19th-century
canals by narrow-boat - especially
popular with foreigners who stud-
ied there but never got a chance to

the United States, Nepal, New Zea-
land, Canada and Scandinavia
“Along with the industry, this
year's Hong Kong Intemational
Travel Expa is more exciting and
fascinating than ever,” says Mr
Tong. “From partner airlines and
holels subsidising travel fr buyers

explore ﬂ\e glotious ¥
nd hist

a ve new tour options
arc e bemg launched by Taiwan,

Fiohors e e i eommnced e
industry will bounce back even
stonger than before.”

in-
dustry's_resilience, says Gaston
Tong, Adsale's managing director.
He says the expo, an institution
on the region’s travel industry cal-
endar, will attract record crowds of
50,000 to 60,000 on the last two
days, which are open to the public.
“Life goes on and has to get back

tourism between
the. maimiond and Hong Kong
surges following Beijing’s long-
awaited decision to relax trave re-
sictions.

“China is an irresistible market
for worldwide tour operators and a
onus for this year's expo,” says Ms
Chiu.

. tndustry
leaders predict a mini boom In outbound tourism from China. Photo: AFP

Thrilling journey
on the itinerary for

families and trade

Aftican tibal dancers, Chinese
dance troupes, travel industry fo-
s on tends and destinations
and a host of giveaways, centests,
izes are set to draw

to this year's Internationat Trave
Expo Hong Kong.

le show caters 1o and to-
morrow for the uxvel Kaﬂc al\d
opens (o e public over the week-

end.

“Travel traders can look forward
10 an all-day schedule of seminars
and forums tomotiow explaining
the latest trends and developments
in the ndustey.

“Indusury leaders will spark new
ideas and business opportunities,
providing importanr insight into
the future of the travel trade,” says
expo project manager Maggie
Chiu.

This year's nost exciting new

phenomenon, the boom i out-
ound tourism from China follow

ing the relaxation of travel regula-
tions, is the topic of a keynate fo-

rum at which Hong Kong industry
leaders will explore the opportuni-
ties and challenges the mini tour-
ism boom presents.

An afternoon forum on the “spa
wellness boom” in Asia and health
and medical tourism features
Windy Yang, a leading spa expert
from Taiwan, and Clarenice Fer-
nandes of [ndia’s Clavin Marketing
A corporate travel seminar will
highlight practicl ips for ravelar-
Tangements and new concep!

Cout savins

s “Constant

Winnie Leung of Cosco Travel will
address the seminar on air tickets,
s and taxes; Hulchison-Price-
Jine (Tavel) chicf executive Alfredo
Gangotena will discuss booking
flights and hatels over the intemet;
and Plaza Business Centre Man’
agement chief executive Song Hoi-
lain how to run a cost
effective, efficient business while
‘ravelling by using "virtual offices’

“The forums and seminas will
also serve as an important meeting
arena for exhibitors and visitors to
share, interact and develop now fe-
latianships,” says Ms Chiu.

A *Buyers Meet Sell ssion”
is alsa being held today o {acilitate
networking,

Up to 60,000 members of the
public are expected 1o flock 1o the
expo over the weekend - hoth forits
“one-stop shop* for holiday book-
ings and the coltuza shows:

“This s traditionally an all-family
event, with tickets priced ai just $24
fora faui

Spec
s TOone Delr Averton for
holidays dirough Priceline, where

the bl can Bid fo s from &
starting price of just

Aot contess, *Amazing

Warld”, invites members of the
public fo nominate the most excie-
ing new travet package of the expo~
with a chance of winning the trip.

Numerous discount coupons
and countless free giveaways will
also be on offer, while a “Games
Zone” for children will feature play

ssations.

Horg qung Convention & Exhibition Centre
Hotline: 3184 0400

World of

¥
« Premium Gifts td

« Lucky Draw. anng

« Culturat pecformance, SF\Q\NCI!SQ i

Organizer

Sony Play Station 2
« New travel routes, Sei
« Aunction (sponsored by priceline.com.hk; supprted by Metro Showbiz)

Supporting Airlines
[
Camuarpactic

Supporting Publications

pr——

Official Hotels

e

trip air tickets

cau racing vehicles;

ars, Spa & golf travel

Ticket available for sae at

ADSALELEY"

Official Rail

2

oursSnan

Supporting Radio Channel

METR OBROADCAST
FANRRRLR

scmp




September 2003 » TRAVEL & TOURISM NEWS » News 3

ITE to bhoost Asian
tourist market

HONG KONG: The 17th
International Travel Expo

Hong Kong (ITE) is
expected to  create
unprecedented  success

with its launch on Sep-
tember 25 at Hong Kong
Convention & Exhibition
Centre.

Almost all exhibition
space has already been
sold out.

To date, the show has
recorded a 30-per-cent
rise in exhibitor number
compared to its last edi-
tion held in June 2. With

the  participation of
around 600 exhibitors
from over 90

countries/regions, ITE is
undoubtedly one of the
largest travel shows in
Asia post-SARS.

Apart from the continu-
ous support from its fre-
quent participants, such
as China, Hong Kong,
Macau, Japan, Taiwan,
Malaysia, Korea, Philip-
pines, and India, ITE also
attracts a number of new-
comers from different
dimensions of the travel
trade sector.

National/regional
tourism organisations of
Kenya, Nepal, and Cana-

Hong Kong will play host to the 17th ITE.

da as well as airlines
including American Air-
lines, Kenya Airways and
Mekong Air are fresh to
the show.

ITE was postponed
from June 3 to September
25-28 due to SARS. The
long-awaited ITE
receives even greater
demand from the travel
trade sector in the post-
SARS period.

In order to boost

tourism, exhibitors
including Hong Kong,
Macau  and Kenya
requested a much larger
exhibition space. Other
participants followed suit
but were disappointed
due to space limitations.

The increasing number
of exhibitors is expected
to be a magnet for quality
trade visitors. Pre-regis-
tered trade visitors can
enjoy free admission

whilst walk-in trade visi-
tors will be charged
HK$30.

Interested trade visitors
can simply enter the ITE
website (www.itehk.com)
for registration and will
then receive an online e-
ticket which will entitle
them to free admission.
The first two days of the
show are designated
exclusively for trade visi-
tors.
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