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Awt of the Zodiac:

Celebrating the Ye

e AL

pates: January 27-February 21, 2003 mss - 2003 1E27=~2E215

Place: Daley Civic Center, City of Chicago  #E5 : Z IS FHENTT & o
50 W. Washington Street, Chicago

Sponsor: ISRMENEANT ¢

Council for Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan, _ -

Republic of China (Taiwan) @mf:g&ﬁiﬁézmﬂﬂﬁﬂg

Orgonizers: :

Taipei Cultural Center, Taipei Economic and Cultural ERHE ISR RN RS I STiE
Office in New York . BS INS S A AEMST M S pR ST RN

Infor: ion Division, Taipei Ec and Cultural S AR,
Office in Chicago & ;

Daley Civic Center, City of Chicago i iV .

National Taiwan Craft Research Institute Y BT &2 T BEAZRER
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() e S — AR B under the PICASSO)

The City of Chicago -
offers free cultural
programming weekdays
at noon at the Datey Civic
Cenler. Programs are
presented by the
Department of Cultural
Affairs, in cooperation
with the Public Building
Commission.

For a weekly listing of
free programs at the
Daley Civic Center,

50 W. Washington St.,
and the Chicago

Cultural Center, .
78E. Washington St., __

Dial F-I-N-E A-R-T
312-346-3278.

Wed., 22

under the

I ICAS s o o Sheage
Richard M. Daley, Mayor

The lollowing programs are presented at 12 noon each weekday at the Daley Clvic Center, 50 W. Washington St
This program listing is subject to change. Dial F-I-N-E A-R-T (312-346-3278) for weekly updates

JANUARY 2003

Wed., 1 * New Years Holiday. No Program

Thurs., 2 % No Program

Fri, 3 # The Dance Academy students perform dance variety.

Mon,, 6 # Café Fusion Duet music composed and performed by Clara and
Marieth, two artists from Colombia. Their music “Fusion” is a blend
of international selections.

Tues.,7  # Steppers Dance Party, public invited to move to the beat. Presented
in cooperation with t%e Chicago Chapter of the National Steppers
Society.

Wed.,, 8 # Giordano li Jazz Dance Chicago performance previews Benefit
Party, January 18 and the 40" anniversary concerts, March 7-8 at
the Athenaeum Theater.

Thurs., 9  # Studio Steppin, public invited to waltz, foxtrot, swing and salsa to
taped music, dance instructions by Bob Urban.

Fri., 10 # Cook County Jazz Commission perform in concert.

Mon,, 13 # Korean performing arts, sponsored by the Korean American
Association of Chicago.

Tues., 14 * Chicago Board of Education All City High School Jazz Band.

Wed., 15  # Broadway Bound Dance Company perform dance variety from
Carol Stream, lllinois.

Thurs. 16 # Studio Steppin, public invited to waltz, foxtrot, swing and salsa to
taped music, dance instructions by "Dance Mate’s Studio”.

Fri., 17 # Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a musical tribute by the students of
Curie High School.

Mon. 20 # Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Holiday. No Program

Tues., 21 # Studio Steppin instructions by the Arthur Murry Dance Studio,
public invited to dance.

BE

Holy Cross High School Jazz Ensemble from River Grove, lllinois.
Thurs., 23 #* Wayland Academy Choir from Beaver Dam, Wisconsin.

Fri., 24 #* Saint Ignatius High School concert band.

Mon., 27 % Performing arts of China coincides with the Art of the Zodiac
exhibition. Sponsored by the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office
in Chicago.

Tues., 28 # Studio Steppin with Latin & Swing instructions by Tina Mangos.
Public invited to dance to taped music.

Wed,, 29  +# Salsa Dance Party sponsored by LaTina Dance Studio.

Thurs., 30 # Studio Steppin, public invited to waltz, foxtrot, swing and salsa to
taped music.

Fri., 31 # Chinese New Year performing arts program celebrates the Year of
the Goat, sponsored by The Chinese Fine Arts Center.
EXHIBITION

Jan, 13-24 Photographic exhibit of The Centennial Celebration of Korean
Immigration to the United States.

Jan. 27 - Art of the Zodiac. Paintings, bamboo weavings, carvings, prints,
Feb., 21 embroidery and pottery created by artists from Taiwan.
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Year of the sheep, goat or ram?

Lunar New Year, by any name, calls for a party

By Wen Huang
Special to the Tribune

. B3 E-mai this story
Published January 31, 2003
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Is 2003 the Year of the Sheep, Goat or Ram? A search archives

If you ask three Asian groups, you will probably get three different answers.

There is no agreement in Chicago: The Viethamese community calls it the Year of
the Goat; a Taiwanese and one Chinese group says it is the Year of the Sheep,
while another Chinese organization names 2003 the Year of the Goat. Most
Koreans call it the Year of the Ram.

“Technically, | think all three versions are correct,” says Allen Wong at the
Chinese Mutual Aid Association in Chicago. Wong says the original Chinese word
for this year is "yang," a generic term for the various homed ruminating mammals.
During the translation process, different people have interpreted the word
differently. According to Wong, many Chinese prefer to franslate "yang" into
"sheep” because the sheep is mild in nature. Chinese see mildness and
moderation as virtues in a person.

Not that Wong sees it that way. "As a Chinese myself, | personally like the word
‘ram’ because sheep connotes docility and weakness," he said.

To avoid confusion and various personal interpretations, why not simply call it
"Year of the Yang"?

Based on the lunar calendar, New Year's Day will fall on Saturday, and will be the
year 4701. The lunar calendar dates from 2600 B.C., when China began to adopt
the cycle of the zodiac based on the movement of the moon. As a resuit, the new
year can fall anywhere between late January and the middle of February.

Naming the years after animals comes from an ancient legend. According to the
story, Lord Buddha summoned all the animals before he departed from earth.
Only 12 came to bid him farewell. As a reward, he named a year after each one in
the order they arrived. They are: rat, cow, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse,
sheep (yang), monkey, chicken, dog and pig.

The Chinese believe the animal, which rules the birth year of a person, has a
profound influence on his or her personality. Those born in the Year of the Yang
(2003, 1991, 1979, 1967, 1955, 1943, 1931) are thought to be charming, elegant
and artistic, and strongly family-oriented. The Chinese think of them as the
harbingers of gentleness and peace. They can aiso throw themselves
passionately into what they do. So they seem to have elements of both rams and
sheep.

In China, Korea, and Vietnam, the month-long new year's celebrations kick off on
Dec. 23 (lunar calendar), when people prepare a feast of sweets and put it in front
of the statues or portraits of the Kitchen God (in popular legends, the Kitchen God
was sent from Heaven on that day to take charge of family's affairs). Families
prepare sweet sticky rice cakes and homemade candies to sweeten him up. On
the other hand, if he speaks ill of the family, the food will make his mouth sticky
and shut him up.
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New Year's Eve marks the climax of the celebrations. Families get together for a
big tuanyuanfan (reunion dinner), where every dish served is laden with meaning.
Jiaozi, boiled Chinese dumplings, are popular because it has the shape of ancient
Chinese gold ingots. It also sounds the same as the word for "change of the year."
Fish and chicken are also served because they sound the same as the words
"abundance” and "auspicious."

When the gong in the temple begins to strike midnight, families light long strings
of firecrackers in front of the house to scare away the evil spirits and usher in
auspicious tidings of the new year.

In Chicago, while most Asian-Americans would not go all out to follow these
customs during the New Year, they still manage to observe a version of the
celebration on a smaller scale. Here are some events for all to sample:

Events

"Art of the Zodiac: Celebrating the Year of the Sheep,” an art exhibit sponsored by
the Taipei Economic and Cuitural Office in Chicago, will be on display through
Feb. 21 at the Daley Civic Center, 50 W. Washington St.; 312-616-6716. The
exhibit features more than 60 works, including watercolors, stone carvings, stone
printing, pottery, crystal, glass, wood carvings, bronzes, bamboo weavings by
distinguished artists and craftsmen from Taiwan.

Unity 2003: The Greater Chicago Chinese New Year Party: 4-10 p.m. Sunday at
the International Ballroom, Chicago Hilton and Towers, 720 S. Michigan Ave. $10-
$75; 630-543-2882. The event will feature dinner and traditional Chinese
performances, such as Cantonese operas, traditional Chinese dances, and
Chinese gongs and drums.

New Year's Golden Award Chinese Cuisine Show 2003: 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Sunday at Furama Seafood Restaurant, 2828 S. Wentworth Ave.; free admission;
312-842-8944. L.ocal chefs will demonstrate Chinese cooking methods; the event
will feature New Year's food and snacks as well as folk artifacts from local
merchants and lion dancing, calligraphy and water paintings.

The Vietnamese Association of Illinois New Year Party: Noon Feb. 8 at Armory
Hall, 5917 N. Broadway Ave.; 773-728-3700. The event will include a traditional
ceremony presided over by the senior members of the Viethamese Community
followed by fraditional Vietnamese performances, food sampling and games. The
daytime event is free. A $25 charge for the dance party in the evening, with live
music by The Trance Band and other popular Viethamese singers.

New Year Parades: Two New Year's parades have been organized this year. The
new Chinatown parade steps off at noon Sunday from Argyle Street and
Broadway. The old Chinatown procession steps off at 1 p.m. Saturday, starting
from 24th Street/Wentworth Avenue, goes north to Cermak, and then turns west
on Cermak to Princeton. Both parades will feature lion dancing, firecrackers and
traditional Chinese floats. Call 773-334-6537 for the new Chinatown parade; 312-
225-6198 for the old Chinatown parade.

Dining events

Some of events for Chinese New Year:

Ben Pao, 52 W. lllinois St. (312-222-1888): Events include Lion Dance, 7 p.m.
Jan. 31 and Feb. 1; dinner and a movie, featuring a buffet and "Rush Hour I," 5
p.m. Feb. 2, for $30 per person.

Big Bowl Asian Kitchen, 6 E. Cedar (312-640-8888), 60 E. Ohio St. (312-951-
1888), 1950 E. Higgins Rd., Schaumburg (847-517-8881), and 215 Parkway
Drive, Lincolnshire (847-808-8880): Special events and menu items through Feb.

2, including Lion Dances, dim sum brunch and children’s activities.

FlatTop Grill, 5 locations (check Web site at www.flattopgrill.com): New Year's
feast Jan. 31, including stir-fry buffet and Lion Dance.
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