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MANI BHAVAN
GANDHI SANGRAHALAYA

One of the important
Gagdhn Memonal Museums ‘ '
in the Country o

>l —l

'NON-VIOLENCE' -

Mani Bhavan in Bombay will ever remain a precious- memory
to all those who visited it on many occasion when Gandhiji used
to stay there. | am glad therefore, that this hOUSe is belng

converted into:a Gandhi Memonal

- JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
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POETS INTERNATIONAL'S

(A monthly Journal of Short Verses)
www.poets-international.com

THE 7TH INDIA POETRY FESTIVAL 2002
On 7-12:2002
BANGALORE, INDIA
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PROGRAMME

10-00a.m. : Prayer
10-05a.m. . Welcome Address By
Dr. SYED AMEERUDDIN
10-15a.m. : Honouring Taiwanese Poets & Address by
His excellency Dr. A. PADMANABAN
10-30a.m. : Address By

Dr. LEE KUEI - SHIEN

10-45a.m. - . Release of Book of Poems written by
Dr. A. PADMANABAN & Address by
Dr. KRISHNA SRINIVAS
Release of Book of Poems written by
Dr. V. KONDAL RAO by
Dr. A. PADMANABAN

11-00a.m. : Teabreak

11-15a.m. : POETS MEET

TAIWANESE POETS

Dr. SHANKAR SHASTRY (Gen. sec. DBHPS)
Dr. AVVAI NATARAJAN

Dr. J. BAPUREDDY, |.A.S. (Retd.)

Dr. SETHUKUMANAN

BHARATH! KAVALAR RAMAMURTHY
KUVAI AMUDAN

Dr. J. MADHU DHAWAN

KUMARI CHEZHIAN

Dr. V. KONDAL RAO

Smt. AMBIKA ANANTH

Dr. P.K. BALASUBRAMANIAN

and Many other poets

1-15p.m. : Vote of Thanks

M

B 16 : HHheEsdnsek



1-15 p.m.

10-00 a.m.
10-05 a.m.

10-15a.m.
10-30 a.m.

10-45 a.m.

11-00 a.m.
11-15a.m.

(en e

PROGRAMME

Prayer

Welcome Address By
Dr. SYED AMEERUDDIN

Honouring Taiwanese Poets & Address by
His exceliency Dr. A. PADMANABAN

Address By
Dr. LEE KUEI - SHIEN

Release of Book of Poems written by
Dr. A. PADMANABAN & Address by
Dr. KRISHNA SRINIVAS

Release of Book of Poems written by
Dr. V. KONDAL RAO by

Dr. A. PADMANABAN

Tea break

POETS MEET

TAIWANESE POETS

Dr. SHANKAR SHASTRY (Gen. sec. DBHPS)
Dr. AVVAI NATARAJAN

Dr. J. BAPUREDDY, I.A.S. (Retd.)

Dr. SETHUKUMANAN

BHARATH| KAVALAR RAMAMURTHY
KUVAI AMUDAN

Dr. J. MADHU DHAWAN

KUMAR! CHEZHIAN

Dr. V. KONDAL RAO

Smt. AMBIKA ANANTH

Dr. P.K. BALASUBRAMANIAN

and Many other poets

Vote of Thanks
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Confluence of rhyme, rhythm
and rhapsody

Meera Seshadri séaks herself in the beauty of verse in its various forms at
the India Poetry Festival held recently

It was a day meant for the connoisseurs of poetry. Dec 7, 2002 saw a
consortium of poets and poetry lovers converging under a single roof to
witness the event - The India Poetry Festival - organised by the Haiku king,
Dr Mohammed Fakhruddin. The day which appeared rather gloomy in the
morning brightened up by noon, and so did the hearts of poetry fans who
basked in the serene glow, as they hung on to the effusive gush of
expressions pouring out in myriad forms of poetry.

The morning session comprised a seminar on New Era Literature (NEL)
wherein scribes from different disciplines presented papers pivoted around
the poetries of Haiku, Tanka, Zen and Sitigotyo, that fell under the NEL
genre. This exclusive pattern of poetry, which has stormed the bastion of
English Literature.the world over, is rather interesting.

Japanese short poems, Haiku, have a 3-line form, with 5, 7, 5 syllables in
each line respectively. Lee Min-yung, a Taiwanese poet who calls them as
‘glittering goblins’ says, “Contrary to large-scale lyric in long narrative
poems, the shortness of Haiku is like a dagger pointing at heavy weapons.
Here, the expansion or the extension of lines being strait-jacketed, the
message is fully centred to the point”. Like in,

Haiku is a rose,

That grows, certainly not in

Everyone’s garden.

- Dr Fakhruddin

Zen poems also have a 3-line form but contain lesser syllables than Haiku
and feature the ‘Zen’ element in them. For example,

World is beautiful;

For the blind:

Darkness

- Dr Fakhruddin

Tanka poems have a 5-line form, in which the first three lines have the same
number of syllables as that of Haiku, and the last two lines have seven
syllables in each one, i.e., 5, 7, 5, 7, 7 in all. For example,

If one questions me

On the Japanese spirit,

I answer it is

Like the wild cherry blossoms

Shining in the morning sun.

Sitigotyo poems are the 4-line quatrains with 12 syllables in each line. Every
line is further divided into two parts with 7-5 syllables. The quatrains follow
the rhyme pattern of ABBA-or ABAB or AABB. For example,

Who knows that it will shortly be toppled over?

The massive wooden pillar, now unshakable!

Don’t make light of us, white ants: so formidable;

Our strength, united, exceeds that of a wrestler.

Incidentally, both the above Tanka and Sitigotyo are composed by renowned
Japanese scientist and bi-lingual poet Dr Kazuyosi Ikeda, a noble prize
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nominee, for whom this year’s anthology ‘Poets International 2002’ is
dedicated.

According to Dr Ikeda, the above Tanka portrays the Japanese spirit,
brimming with love and peace. The quatrain contains an interesting analogy
that manifests itself as one reads. The ‘ants’ are compared with the country’s
citizens, and the *pillar’ to the Government that can be knocked off in no
time by the stupendous power of people! Dr Ikeda, a poet of international
repute, introduced Sitigotyo form of poetry for the first time in English
Literature.

Before the seminar ended, there was also a paper elucidating the similarities
between Haiku and Thirukural poetry, which was presented on the occasion.
An air of quietude descended upon the audience as the afternoon session’s
first item set the tone for the rest to. follow. It was a poetry performance by a
youngster. The perfect tone modulation interspersed with the rhythmic
melody of guitar created pure magic. The text of the poem, penned by Dr
Fakhruddin himself, had a lovely rhyme scheme laced with a powerful
message. It's about a beggar-maid being exploited by the animal instinct in
man, only to discover she is afflicted by HIV! An unconventional theme, but
creating the required impact!

Besides our own poets from all over the nation, there was a band of
distinguished Taiwanese poets too - Lee Kuei-shein, Chiang Chi-der, Lee
Min-yung, Duh Wen-jing, Shen Hua-mo, Hsu Hui chih, Chen Kun-lun, Tseng
Kuei-hi, Lu Han-shui, and Cheng Chiung-min. Some Taiwanese poems were

. aurally soothing, though the text appeared alien! However, a few of them
were translated into English. Taiwanese poetry is steeped in profound depth
and wisdom, encompassing a certain amount of philosophy. Take the
example of ‘Needle’, written by Lu Han-shui wherein the poet talks about his
grandmother who believed in living her life for others, radiating peace and
happiness among the people around. In the concluding stanza the poet says:

For fifty years :

That silvery needle has exhauste
Grandmother’s beautiful hair

And now, it is sinking into my mind

Whenever hatred pierces through tolerance

It hangs my grandmother’s expectation
Mending stitch by stitch for me

The human respect that has been ripped apart.
Or, take the instance of ‘Thrush Birds’ composed by Chen Kun-lun:
Thrush birds like to be jailed

In a cage covered with a black cloth

Thrush birds

Would rather live in a dark world

Than see the lively, intelligent humans

As soon as they see people with blinking eyes
They will die of fear at once

Within one hour

How fearful humans are

Maybe only thrush birds know!

Of course, there were scores of splendiferous poems too, whipped out by
many of our own poets. The vehemence of some strongly tugged the
poignant feelings of heart, like the poem, ‘Prisoner of War’. The poet had
magnificently conceptualized the mental tumults and traumas of a boy
whose father had been taken away as a prisoner of war. Another poet,
septuagenarian, recited a lovely sonnet with excellent diction, without a jot
of quiver, which indeed belied her age! She is the composer of more than
600 sonnets which are more like psalms (sacred songs), rhapsodizing the
divinity of Christ. '
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There was a Hindi Gazal too, having ‘time - the precious commodity’ as its
central theme. It depicted the futile effort of humans to retrieve all the lost
moments. This reminded of the lines by a famous writer who said, “If I were
to lay my hands on time, I would give it a sound thrashing!” Yet another
poet recited a poem in which one could listen to a celebration of words,
erupting in blitzkrieg, but all in perfect rhythm.

To put it succinctly, each one of the poems was exquisite in its own right.
Selecting the best was like picking up a single bunch among umpteen
equally enchanting bunches of exotic flowers!

The best part of many poems was the language that was neither stilted nor
abstract so even a laity could comprehend the essence, without plumbing
into the depths of its intricacies.

Truly, this day was indeed a welcome change, bestowing inexplicable peace
and rejuvenating like fresh monsoon showers after a long dry speil. It was a
veritable platform for poets, both young and old, to showcase the copious
creative energy in the form of unrestrained outpouring of eloquent verses.

In the end, Dr Fakhruddin’s Haiku reverberated in the mind:

Real beauty ends

Serene expressions begin

With new trends and blends

As we fondly wait for this event again and, before we say au revoir, shall we
conclude with a Haiku that was penned specially on this poetry festival?

It was a great day

Well spent in a fruitful way

Trailed with loads of gay!

(For more details, contact: 6632818)
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