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speech at the Opening of

the 2002 Taiwan Craft Exhibition in Adelaide
June 7, 2002

Tung-jung Chen, PhD

Director, Cultural Division

Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Australia

Professor Edwards, Professor Forbes, Ms Greenwood, Mr Leu Mintsan, Mr
Yeh Fa-yen the artist from Taiwan, Distinguished guests, Ladies and
Gentlemen:

It is indeed my great pleasure to represent my government in Taiwan and
Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Canberra to say a few words at the
opening of the 2002 Taiwan Craft Exhibition here in the City Gallery of Flinders
University Art Museum. First, | would like to take this opportunity to thank
Professor Edwards, Vice-Chancellor of Flinders University, Professor Forbes,
Pro Vice-Chancellor, and their capable colleagues for their invaluable
assistance in hosting this Exhibition. Ms Greenwood and her colleagues at
the Gallery have done a most wonderful job in mounting the Exhibition and in
organising this evening’ s function. We very much appreciated it. | would
also like to take this opportunity to thank Professor Grier Lin of the University of
South Australia who is also a member of Taiwan' s law-making body (the

Legislative Yuan), and the Taiwanese community in Adelaide, which includes
members of Taiwanese Association of South Australia, Taiwanese Students
Association of South Australia and many other friends of Taiwan, for their kind
assistance in many ways. In particular, | would like to mention Mr Chiang
Mingtung, Vice President of Taiwanese Association, Mr Tseng Shumu,
Secretary General, and other leaders of the Association. They have not only
been doing a lot of promotion for the Exhibition but given many beautiful
flowers as gifts to the Opening. The flowers have been arranged by Ms Lily
Chiang, a famous flower arrangement teacher in Adelaide. | would also like
to mention Ms Alice Kao, who has spared her precious time coming to the
Opening to play beautiful music on classical Chinese music instrument Ku-
tseng. Mr William Wang, leader of Taiwanese students’ association, and

his staff have also beeing helping us a lot as well. | would like to thank them
all.

| am also very pleased to see so many Australian art-loving friends here tonight.
| believe by now you have taken either a close look or a casual glance at the
works on display and | trust you will agree with me that they are all of exquisite
craftsmanship and high aesthetic and practical value.



This exhibition features choice works by 64 contemporary Taiwanese craft
artists. Altogether there are 86 sets and 143 pieces made from a variety of
materials, such as glass, lacquer, bamboo, paper, ceramics, leather, metal,
glass, wood, fabric, etc. These inspired works reflect the artistic vision,
common to most artists, of carrying on a tradition while seeking to make
personal breakthroughs and create a style of one’ s own. More than many
other people in our society, artists realise the importance of tradition and value
the legacy left by previous generations and previous masters. Perhaps it is
precisely because of this that they are so valuable to society. The reason why
they are able to renew and innovate is that they stand on the shoulders of
those giants before them.

The traditions on which Taiwanese craft artists draw is a particularly interesting
area of study. Because of Taiwan s history and the influences we have
received from various cultures, including those of indigenous Taiwanese, Han
Chinese, Japanese and Dutch colonizers, as well as Euro-American cultures.
Taiwan craft has developed a unique and distinctive character. Taiwanese
artists preserve traditional ways of making craft while exploring innovation and
creation of new craft by using new techniques. As the examples chosen for
this exhibition fully illustrate, distinctly Taiwanese craft work can comfortably
encompass such diverse elements as the new and the old, east and west,
tradition and modernity.

Ladies and gentlemen, over the years, Australia and Taiwan have developed a
very close relationship not just in trade and commerce but also in the arts,
tourism and education. As Professor Anne Edwards just mentioned, we just
held the first Australia-Taiwan Conference on Higher Education in early April
here in Adelaide. In this unprecedented bilateral conference, more than100
participants from Taiwan and different parts of Australia, including our Nobel
Laureate Professor LEE Yuan-tseh and many university presidents and
Australian universities’ Vice-Chancellors, gathered together to discuss vital
issues relating to the higher education sector in both countries, under the
general theme of “ Quality Assurance and the Pursuit of Excellence.”  This
conference of great historical significance was a great success. In arts and
culture, | am very happy to see that artistic communities on both sides are
engaging in intimate and constructive dialogues. They visit each other, share
experiences, give master classes, and present papers at conferences and
symposiums. And most of all they interact as close friends.

To my knowledge, Australian artists and cultural workers conduct regular visits
to Taiwan, while Taiwanese artists and art teachers come to Australia also
quite regularly. In the past three years, art lovers in Australia have been able
to enjoy some wonderful art works from Taiwan. For instance, the “ Face to
Face,” a contemporary art exhibition and Sunny Wang’ s “ Please Touch’

Glass Work Exhibition.  Similarly, there have been a number of much
publicized and very well received Australian cultural and artistic events in
Taiwan. Taiwanese craft artists and lovers of craft art are very enthusiastic

about Australian craft art. Early last year, the works of the staff and students
of ANU’ s Gold and Silversmithing Workshop toured to Taiwan to great
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acclaim. In fact, it was the success of the Gold and Silversmithing Exhibition
in Taiwan that inspired the staff of the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute
to initiate today s exhibition coming to Australia. Today s exhibition is of
great significance in that it is the first time for Taiwan s craft art works to tour

to Australia and to Adelaide.

The exhibition would not have been possible without the concerted efforts of
the staff at the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute and the valuable
contributions of the participating artists. (National Taiwan Craft Research
Institute, by the way, is a government-funded agency, sharing similar aims and
functions as your JamFactory Contemporary Craft and Design, Inc.) It would
also have been impossible without the generous support of Taiwan' s Council

for Cultural Affairs.

Tonight we are very fortunate to have Mr Mingtsan Leu, Supervisor of the
Institute’ s Gallery and the main curator of this particular exhibition, Ms Debra
Lo, his colleague at the Institute, and Mr and Mrs Yeh Fa-yen with us. Mr Yeh
is the premier leather sculpturing artist in Taiwan. | trust you have already
seen him doing live demonstration of leather sculpturing. Later, he will
present a piece of his own creative work, entitled “ Climbing to the Summit” ,
as a gift to Flinders University. After the opening ceremony, he will be giving
the second demonstration. You can try your hands on and he will be happy to
assist you. You can bring a crab or a horse back after you finish making it.
Ladies and gentlemen, may | have the pleasure of introducing to you, again,
Mr Leu, Ms Lo, Mr Yeh and Mrs Yeh.

We hope each one of you will take some time this evening to appreciate the

works by Taiwan' s top craft masters, to watch the live demonstration given by
Mr Yeh, and to talk to Mr Leu and Ms Lo. After Adelaide, the 2002 Taiwan
Craft Exhibition will tour to Japan.

I' m sure you will join with me in wishing the artists and the exhibition every
success. And | sincerely hope that more exhibitions of the same high
standard will be coming to Adelaide in the near future. Likewise, | also most
sincerely hope that South Australia’ s craft art works will tour to Taiwan soon.

Thank you very much.
3.

Flinders University
OPENING OF THE 2002 TAIWAN CRAFTS EXHIBITION

Acknowledgements

Thank you Professor Forbes.

| wish to acknowledge the presence tonight of our guests from Taiwan:

Dr Tung-jung Chen, Director, Cultural Division of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in Canberra

Mr Leu Ming-tsan, Chief of Crafts Exhibition Centre, National Taiwan Craft
Research Institute

Mr Yeh Fa-yuan, leather sculptor who provided a demonstration just prior to
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the official proceedings;

Ms Yeh Hsu-Kuai (wife of the leather sculptor);

Ms Debra Lo, staff member of the Taipei Crafts Design Centre;
On behalf of Flinders University, | welcome you to Adelaide.

| also welcome other invited guests.

Some points for your talk

| am delighted to be here this evening to open the 2002 Taiwan Craft Exhibition
in the Flinders University Art Gallery. We are very fortunate to have the
Exhibition here in Adelaide as one of only two Australian cities to host this
Exhibition. The first Exhibition season was held at the Canberra School of Art
at the Australian National University earlier this year, and | understand that it
was received very enthusiastically.

Flinders University is the only university of the three in South Australia, that
has a permanent professional gallery through which a continuous series of
exhibitions contribute to the cultural life of South Australia. Some are based
on our collection. Others are jointly created between Flinders Art Museum
and other bodies. This Exhibition is one such example, and we are very
grateful to the National Taiwan Craft Research Institute and the Cultural
Division of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Canberra for this
collaboration.

The Flinders Art Museum was established in 1975 (about 10 years after the
creation of the University in the 1960 s.) The collection now comprises
nearly 4,000 works including contemporary Australian Indigenous works,
original printworks by some of the world’ s best known artists (such as

Picasso, Rembrandt and Cezanne). We also have documentary works and a
range of Australian prints. The size of the collection is largely due to the
initiative of individual academic staff members and the generosity of donors.
Flinders sees the Gallery as an important way of making a significant
contribution to the cultural life of the community. Earlier this year we
participated in the Encounter 2002 Program which commemorated the
circumnavigation and mapping of Australia in 1802 by Matthew Flinders, after
whom our University was named, and the French explorer, Nicholas Baudin.
In a series of focus events over about six weeks in March and April across
Australia, here at this Art Gallery, the University hosted a wonderfully
innovative exhibition, The Lost Letters of Ann Chappelle Flinders. The
Exhibition put together original letters and other objects both domestic and
technological, from the late 18th and early 19th Centuries. These objects had
narrative significance, and helped visitors to learn about, and imagine the
private world of Matthew Flinders and his relationship with his wife, Ann
Chappelle Flinders, and other family members. Flinders University was
delighted to make such a memorable contribution to the Encounter 2002
program of activities that celebrated the historical event.

Another example of building links between the University and cultural events is
this Exhibition of Taiwanese Crafts. The Exhibition builds on a link made with
the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Australia earlier in the year. In
April, Flinders was part of the planning committee, together with the other two
universities in this state, Adelaide University and the University of South
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Australia, that hosted the inaugural Australia - Taiwan Higher Education
Conference entitled * Quality Assurance and the Pursuit of Excellence’ . A

large number of Australian universities were represented and there was a
delegation of significant government and higher education officers from Taiwan.
The purpose of the Conference was to foster international understanding and

links in education between Australia and Taiwan. The Conference was very
successful in establishing relationships and in discussion of possible

collaborative ventures with our colleagues in Taiwan. A second conference

will be held in Taiwan in 2004. As part of the post Conference program in

Adelaide, we were pleased to host a visit of Taiwanese University
representatives at Flinders.

| would like to express our thanks to the staff of the Taipei Economic and
Cultural Office in Australia who have provided wonderful assistance with
mounting the Exhibition both in Canberra and in Adelaide. We are very
grateful for your generous support. In addition, | want to acknowledge, and
extend our appreciation of the role of the National Taiwan Craft Research
Institute which initiated the Exhibition travelling to Australia, together with the
assistance of the Taiwan Council for Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan.
Flinders University has a strong interest in promoting the arts, and it is not
often that we have the opportunity to be exposed to beautiful craft practice
from another country such as Taiwan with its enduring rich and diverse cultural
life as it is represented in this Exhibition. As | said earlier, we are very
fortunate.

The 2002 Taiwan Craft Exhibition will provide an opportunity for the public to
see many techniques that are rare in Australia including lacquer-ware and
paper engraving. | understand that the more than 100 works on display
represent developments in traditional and contemporary craft practice in
Taiwan. We want to make links with the wider community through exhibitions
like this, and we are particularly keen to build connections with the Taiwanese
community in South Australia through our cultural events.

| am sure that the people of South Australia will enjoy this Exhibition as much
as it was enjoyed by audiences in Canberra. | believe that those who come to
view the craft works will be stimulated and challenged, and their understanding
of the culture of Taiwan will be extended.

| have much pleasure in declaring open the 2002 Taiwan Craft Exhibition!
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