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jent By: TAIWAN VISITORS ASSOCIATION; 415 989 7242; Aug-20-01  4:06PM; Page 6/6
J §.-BASED MGM GROUP INTERESTED IN TAPENG BAY DEVELOPMENT PLAN ' HBIH JIY

U.S.-BASED MGM GROUP INTERESTED IN TAPENG BAY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

200.-08-23 21:04:39

San Trancisco, AUg 712 (CNA) The Las Vegas-based MGM Group is interested in a development
plan for Tapeng Bay in the southcrn Taiwan county of Pingtung, Republic of China Transportation and
Communications Minister Yeh Chu-lan said here Sunday.

Yeh, who is visiting the United States to attract foreign investment for Taiwan's tourist market, said
the MGM Group has decided to dispatch officials in late September or early October to asscss the
Tapeng Bay recreational center project, despite the fact that she has set a prccondxtlon that no gambling

facilitics will be allowed in the compound.

‘The MGM Group enjoys a leadership role in the local casino business in Las Vegas afler having
taken over the management of the classy Bellagio and Mirage casino hotels. It is understood that the
group sent personnel to Penghu Island last year to study the possibility of crcating a gambling center

there.

Accompanied by ROC officials stationed in San Francisco, Yeh also called at several casino hotels
and tourist spols in Las Vegas to study how the city has succeeded in building such a big tourist empire
in the sands of the Nevada desert. She was slated to pay a visit to the head of the Nevada tourist office
and explain the Tapeng development project to the local tourism authorities Monday.

Traveling at the head of a delegation, Yeh arrived Friday in I.as Vegas at the start of a 12-day tour to
sell l'aiwan's tourism market. She will also fly to Hawaii and Japan.

By Neil Lu and Flor Wang)

ENDITEM/J
<<< NO COMMENT ON JAPAN PREMIER'S WAR SHRINE VISIT UNTIL TUESDAY: MOFA

>>> TSU TO BE TAIWAN'S 95TH POLITICAL PARTY

piflwww.cna.com.iw/eng/cepread. phpid=2001081 300244& pt=12&1 . An=200108130036,200108130035,200...  8/16/01
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The Japan Times

Ex-president Lee says Taiwan’s democracy is collapsing

TAIPEL (Reuters) Former
Taiwanese President Lee
Teng-hul said Monday the js-
land's hard-earned democra-
¢y is on the verge of collaps-
ing, with politi¢s in chaos and
the-economy in the doldrums.

“T'he democracy I worked
50 hard to buld during my 12-
year rule is on’the verge of
collapsing,” Lee told candi-
dates of the newly formed
Tajwan Solidarity Union vy-
ing for seats in yearend par-
liamentary elections,

Lee, dubbed “Mr. Democra-
cy” for leading Taiwan out of

decades of authoritarian one-
party rule and martial law,
said the hope of salvaging
Taiwan's democracy lies with
the new political party
formed by his loyalists:
"Even though I have yet to
join the party, you have my
support. 1 support you with
my spirit,” Lee said as he
shared election tips with the
candidates, mostly little-
known local polilicians eager
to cash in on Lee’s popularity.
‘He said the party's l‘oundllng
principlés of stabilizing poli-
tics, boosting the sagging

economy, and safeguarding
Taiwan’s democracy are In
line with-his ideals

The party is flelding 39 can-
didates to run in the Dec. 1
polls, many of them former
members of President Chen
Shui-bian's Democratic Pro-
gressive Party and Lee's Na-
tianalist Party. '

Lee was forced to quit as
Natlonalist chairman after
the party lost the.2000 presi-
dential electlon, ending the
once invincible party's five-
decade rule in Talwan.

Sorne Natfonalist Party

30

members have called for
Lee's expulsion since the Tai-
wan Solidarity Union was es-
tablished following Lee's call
for the public to back Chen,
who leads the rival DPP,

Observérs say Lee engl-
neered the creation of the new
organization to. split the Na-
tionalist Party and fill the Is-
Jand nation’s Parliament with
Chen backers. .

When asked to commebt on
Lee's remarks, Lien Chan,
who succeeded Lee as Nation-
alist chairman, said, “I am
not interested.”
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