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Summary report of Presidential Meeting

EHEARTERBACECOEHIE _BENL A TEYE
(CECAR) - ZEIHSHERMEERS O IBER L AEeHER
RREERRLEE  REWT

Mr. Presidents of member societies of ACECC,

Dr. Okada, Chair of Executive Committee of ACECC,

Dr. Sumiyoshi, Chair of Organizing Committee of 2"d CECAR,
Distingmished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

The Znd CECAR has provided us a unique opportunity for Presidents of all -
the ACECC members to get together. Yesterday all the presidents and the
members of the ACECC Executive Committee had a meeting to exchange
our views and opinions about various issues of infrastructures and our
profession, including global issues of environment and sustainable
development, recent fast changing of innovative technologies such as
wformation technologies, and their implications to civil engineering
practice, the unique characteristics of infrastructure development in the
Asian region, and the role of ACECC and future collaboration among the
ACECC members. Here, I would like to briefly report some of the key
points summarizing the presidential meeting.

We all recognized unique features in the Asian region, characterized by
tremendous population growth with 60% of the world's population.
Population growth certainly poses potential problems for infrastructure
development. In some rural areas, there still exist desperate needs for life
supporting infrastructures such as water supply facilities and housing.
Population growth also leads to intense population concentration, creating
many big cities throughout the Asian region, which suffer from typical
urban problems such as the problems of housing, the problem of energy,
the environmental problems of waste disposal, air and water pollution and
the problem of heavy traffic congestion and so forth. Such big cities are
very much vulnerable to all sorts of natural disaster, such as earthquake,
flooding, tsunami, typhoon, landside and volcanic activities. It is our
responsibility to solve technically these problems.

We must be aware of, however, that such expanding population may
possibly lead to potential prosperity in the future in the region, only if well
planned infrastructures with stable investment and effective management
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are provided, making best use of IT and e- technologies. Thus we, all the
presidents, shared the view that the profession and the discipline of civil
engineering should play the key role in determining whether Asia
continues to suffer from the potential problems or Asia enjoys prosperity in
the 21st century. i

We also recognized that many world top mffastructures have been
constructed mn Asia. The tallest building, the largest shopping mall, the
longest suspension bridge, the largest reclamation, the largest Airport, the
longest tunnel, the largest diameter shield tunnel, the fastest railway are all
in Asia. Asia 1s a show case or high technologies in construction industry.
These high technologies can only be available when secure funding and
stable mvestment is provided. One of the biggest obstacles for
infrastructure development in Asia, we considered, is the problem of
funding. Thus we recognized that public and private sector partnership is
of importance to encourage investment for infrastructure development in
the Asian region.

ACECC constitution states that firstly To promote and advance the science
and practice of civil engineering and related professions for sustainable
development n the Asian region. Secondly To encourage communication
between persons in charge of scientific and technical responsibility for any
field of civil engineering, thirdly, To improve, extend and enhance such
activities as infrastructure construction and management, preservation of
the precious environment and natural disaster prevention, and fourthly To
foster exchange of ideas among the member societies/institutions. We
confirmed that ACECC is an ideal vehicle to achieve these objectives and
we must make full use of this ACECC mechanism.

We agreed that the creation of ACECC has been effective in networking on
an individual engineer basis in this region and also in exchanging
information of new technologies. We considered that further expansion of
ACECC membership will be beneficial in fostering mutual trust and
collaboration with sharing limited resources to solve common problems.
We considered that a possible future role of ACECC would wark closely
together with multi-lateral government sectors such as Mmisters' Forum

on Infrastructure Development in the Asian-Pacific region. '

Finally, we are all concerned about the future of construction industry and
profession whether it is attractive enough to voung generation. Civil
engineering profession, which we are proud of, is the profession of the
creation of environment, the creation of culture, the creation of beauty, and
the creation of a better quality of life for people at present and in the future.
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Human being has an equal right to enjoy better quality of life and civil -
engineering profession can provide it. We must make a great effort to

disseminate messages to the next generation how attractive, how =
rewarding and how challenging civil engineering profession is.

2nd CECAR has been just a beginning for our goal, but we are convinced
that we have made an excellent start. On behalf of all the presidents of
ACECC member societies, I would like to thank you again for your
participation.

Thank you



