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FRCS

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

This Flight Recorder Configuration Standard (FRCS) defines the content and format for
electronic files that describe the flight data stored on a Flight Data Recorder System (FDRS).
At the time this standard is being written, multiple formats exist for the different
manufacturers and airline configurations. The maintenance of this information in a common,
standard format should facilitate and expedite deciphering the recorded flight data. The

intended users of the FRCS are airlines, manufacturers, and air safety investigators.

xwave developed this FRCS pursuant to a contract with the Transportation Development
Centre (TDC), Safety and Security, Transport Canada. This effort was supported by
contributions from TDC, the Transportation Safety Board of Canada, Transport Canada Civil
Aviation, the U.S. National Transportation Safety Board, the National Research Council of

Canada, and the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration.

The FRCS has been developed in consideration of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Notice
N8110.65 [1].

This document describes Version 1.0 of the Flight Recorder Configuration Standard and

reflects the changes from the international field trial.

1.2 Scope

This document is intended for software systems designers and developers who wish to support
the FRCS through enhanced or new software systems. To assist with becoming familiar and
using the standard, xwave has implemented a Prototype FRCS Editor and FRCS Tester which

may be made available upon request.
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