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Minutes of the Executive Board Meeting of Association of Asian

Election Authorities (AAEA) held on 24 January, 2024 in New Delhi

represented at the meeting by the following officers:

India
1.

The 12" Meeting of the Executive Board of the Association of
Asian Election Authorities (AAEA) was held on 24 January, 2024 at
Le Meridian hotel, New Delhi. India as Chair, Taiwan as Vice Chair
and 5 members of the Executive Board viz. Philippines, Maldives,
Russia, Uzbekistan and Sri Lanka attended the meeting. India was

Mr. Rajiv Kumar, Hon’ble Chief Election Commissioner of
India- CEC & Chair of AAEA
Mr. Arun Goel, Hon’ble Election Commissioner of India -

EC(AG)

Mr. Dharmendra Sharma, Senior Deputy Election
Commissioner Sr. DEC(DS)
Mr. R.K. Gupta, Deputy Election Commissioner& Executive
Secretary (AAEA)- DEC(RKG)

Details of other countries representatives are listed below:

S. | Name of Name of Name of Designation
No. | Country EMB/Organisation | Participating
Officer

1 Maldives Election Mr. FuwadThowfeek | Chairman
Commission

2 Maldives Election Mr. Mohamed Asif | Commissioner
Commission

3 Philippines | Commission on Ms. Consuelo B. Director IV
Election Diola

4 Philippines | Commission on Ms. Margaret C. Director IV
Election Ching

5 Russia Central Election Mr. Pavel Andreev Member of CEC
Commission
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6 Sri Lanka | Election H.E. Mr. RM.A.L. Chairman
Commission Rathnayake

7 Sri Lanka | Election Mr. B. M. P. G. P. V. | Additional
Commission Bandara Commissioner

8 Taiwan Central Election H E Mr. Lee, Chin- | Chairperson
Commission Yung

9 Taiwan Central Election Mr. Tsai, Jin-Gaw Director General
Commission

10 | Taiwan Central Election Mr. Lai, Tzung-Yu Section Chief
Commission

11 | Uzbekistan | Central Election Mr. Bakhrom Deputy
Commission Kuchkarov Chairperson

12 | Uzbekistan | Central Election Ms. Gyulnoza Member
Commission Rakhimova

The meeting commenced with Call to Order and determination of
guorum by DEC(RKG) followed by welcome remarks by the Hon’ble
Chair, Shri Rajiv Kumar, the Chief Election Commissioner of India.

CEC warmly welcomed fellow Commissioner of ECI, the Vice Chair
and members of the Executive Board appreciating that members
had taken the time out from their busy schedules to attend the
meeting. He mentioned that the EB meeting will be covering issues
such as election of the new Executive Board at the upcoming
General Assembly including seeking nominations for the post of
Vice-Chair since current Vice-Chair Taiwan would be taking over the
Chair from India at the next General Assembly.

CEC also apprised the Board about the mammoth task ahead for
the ECI to hold the next General Elections in India around the middle
of this year i.e. 2024. This would entail in managing an electorate of
approx. 967 million, setting up of about 1.2 million polling stations
across the length and breadth of the nation and use of
approximately 1.5 million Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) for
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polling. He added that with the use of EVMs, it is possible to declare
the election results in one day.

Agenda item 1. CEC sought the approval of the Board to the
proposed Agenda for the EB meeting being held. All members gave
their consent.

Agenda item 2: DEC (RKG)/ Executive Secy presented the
Secretariat and Financial Report which inter-alia contained details
of the interactions that ECI had with other members of the AAEA
during the years 2022-24. He also gave the information about the
AAEA funds lying in the bank amounting to USD 89535.12. No
amount has been spent by India out of the funds received from
Philippines Election Commission, the previous Chair.

Agenda item 3: CEC requested for approval of the Minutes of the
last EB Meeting held in Manila, Philippines on 7 May 2022. All
members conveyed their consent.

Agenda items 4,5 & 6: CEC discussed the plans for holding of the
next General Assembly (GA) in the latter part of 2024. Mr. Lee Chin-
Yung, Chairperson of Taiwan’s Central Election Commission
conveyed that his country was elected as Vice Chair of AAEA at the
GA in Philippines in 2022 and is now willing to take over as the Chair.
Taiwan would be very happy to host the next GA tentatively in Sept
2024.

e CEC (Chair) said that he is happy to note that Taiwan will be
hosting the next GA in 2024 and hoped that AAEA would have
fruitful discussions in the meeting. He informed the members
that, as per practice, letters would be issued to all EMBs to
invite applications for the post of Vice Chair and Executive
Board members.

e DEC/Executive Secy raised the issue of funds mobilization
and also utilization of funds at the disposal of AAEA. He
elaborated that there has been no change in the amount with
AAEA as neither new contributions have been received nor
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any expenditure has been incurred. He then opened the floor
to all members to raise any other issue for discussion.

Mr. Lee Chin-Yung of Taiwan (Vice Chair) stated that his
country is preparing to host the next General assembly in the
first half of Sept 2024. He further said that he is very happy to
invite all members to come to Taiwan and wants everyone to
save time for this event.

Mr. Pavel Andreev, member of the Russian Central Election
Commission, mentioned that there was an outstanding issue
which had been raised by him in the previous meeting. He
explained that unless the Association has the status of a
registered body or becomes a legal entity; his country was
unable to contribute funds. He was hopeful that under India’s
chairmanship, this matter would be resolved. He wished to
know if there has been any movement in this regard and
wished to know the further course of action.

Mr. Fuwad Thowfeek, Chairman, Election Commission of
Maldives, informed the EB that the present state of his
country’s financial position is not very healthy. He is, at this
stage, unable to give a commitment to contribute to AAEA now
but it may be possible later. He mentioned that in future he
expected Maldives to have a bigger role in AAEA. He also
stated that Maldives was very much dependent on India for
training of their personnel.

Mr. R.M.A.L. Rathnayake, Chairman, Election Commission of
Sri Lanka said that he is very happy to visit India. He noted
that AAEA continued to promote free and fair elections. He
conveyed his satisfaction at the exchange of knowledge and
best practices during the interactions with ECI.
Representatives from his country have been attending
Election Observer visits in different countries and taking part
in training programmes in India and there has also been
regular cooperation with the Indian High Commission in
Colombo.
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Mr. Pavel Andreev of Russia also made a suggestion
regarding utilization of funds with AAEA. His suggestion was
to have coordinated Observer Missions at the time of elections
in different countries. Such joint programmes could be planned
together and outcome issued jointly.

CEC reiterated that it has been under consideration that AAEA
should get the status of a legal entity so that the Association
has status and standing. In Manila, during the last EB meeting
on 8" Oct 2018, India’s representative had proposed that a
permanent Secretariat of AAEA can be set up in New Delhi
which can serve the purpose of establishing responsibilities as
a legal entity while the current Secretariat can move with the
Chair. He asked for the concurrence of all the members to
move forward with this proposal in the Executive Board.

Mr. Pavel Andreev of Russia conveyed his satisfaction on the
proposed Secretariat in India saying that it would be an optimal
decision and that India was best placed in the network of
Election Management bodies. However, he did not wish that
the entire financial burden of the Secretariat should fall on
India and was hopeful that many of EMBs would be able to
contribute once AAEA gets the status as a legal entity.

Mr. Fuwad Thowfeek of Maldives supported the proposal and
commented that ECI is most suited to have the permanent
Secretariat geographically. As India has good relations with
neighbouring and other Asian countries, it is also diplomatically
an apt location. He agreed with Mr. Andreev of Russia that the
funding for the Secretariat should be shared proportionately
amongst all EMBs as is being done in SAARC.

Mr. Bakhrom Kuchkarov, Deputy Chairperson of the
Uzbekistan EMB, thanked India for the hospitality extended on
the visit. He suggested that, for promotion of activities of the
Association, a website may be created where useful
information could be shared easily. He was also in agreement
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to the proposal to send International observers under the
auspices of AAEA. He supported Russia’s initiative to have a
permanent office of AAEA in ECI.

Taiwan’s Chairman agreed that it would be best if a permanent
Secretariat of AAEA could be established in India. However,
this decision could be taken up during the next GA in Taiwan
for the approval of all EMBs.

Ms. Consuelo B. Diola, Director, Commission on Election of
Philippines, also agreed to the proposed permanent
Secretariat of AAEA in India. As regards financial contributions,
she was of the view that the collection of funds could be spread
out.

CEC summarized the meeting by highlighting the important
decisions taken during the EB meeting as below:

)] to get legal entity status for AAEA

i)  to seek the approval at the GA meeting in Taiwan for
establishing a permanent Secretariat of AAEA in ECI,
New Delhi with modifications, if any and as agreed by
all EMBs

iii)  Creation of a website of AAEA for which an initial design
will be prepared by ECI and shared with all members for
suggestions/approval.

Thereafter CEC gave his concluding remarks saying that he
looks forward to meeting everyone in the upcoming General
Assembly in Taiwan in September 2024. He invited the
members of EB for National Voters Day (NVD) celebration on
25" January and the Republic Day parade on 26" January. He
offered members to visit places of their liking across India and
promised to make necessary arrangements. CEC once again
thanked the EB members for attending the meeting and
formally concluded it.
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